
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

23rd March 2022 
Dear Students, Parents and Carers 
 

Important Update 
 

Following on from my letter of 21st March advising of remote learning for Years 10 and 11 for 
Tuesday 22nd March and Wednesday 23rd March, I am now in a position to be able to update you on 
the measures that have needed to be put in place for the remainder of this week.  I sincerely 
apologise for the inconvenience that this may continue to cause for some of you.  We have as 
previously mentioned, acted as swiftly as possible following guidance from a range of agencies in 
order to take the most appropriate actions. 
 

Following further consultation at Governor level, with Devon County Council and Exeter Diocese we 
are unfortunately unable to accommodate all students safely in all year groups on site for the 
remainder of the week.    
 

We continue to see a rise in the number of Covid cases in both the staff and student population and 
therefore unfortunately we will need to continue with some year groups remote learning. 
   

Colleagues who are on-site and those who are ill, but well enough to teach off-site will provide a 
combination of live learning, google classroom learning as well as covering absent colleagues.  I 
am very thankful for colleagues continued efforts, compassion and can-do attitude, in providing 
the best they can in such challenging circumstances. 
 
 

Year Groups 10 and 11 will continue to learn via remote learning means for the remainder of this 
week. 
 

 

This is a decision that has not been taken lightly and, although regrettable, is the best decision on 
safety and educational grounds. 
 

You may be wondering why Year 10 and 11 students are learning remotely.  Below is a summary 
that I trust reassures you that staff continue to take a thorough and thoughtful approach.  
 

• The teachers that are currently affected by Covid teach a large number of Year 10 and 11 
classes. Other year group teachers have been much less affected. 

• We are fully anticipating that the Year 11 exams will go ahead in the summer term, however 
we are wary of the recent upturn in cases across the country. If we have to revert to CAG’s, the 
Prelims next week will form another important part of our assessment. By not having Year 11’s 
in an indoor environment where 100’s of people mix, we give ourselves the best chance of 
them being fit and ready for Monday. 

• In discussion with our Middle Leaders, they felt that Year 11 would benefit from independent 
time to revise ahead of the Prelims. This is in addition to the work set on Google Classroom 
and the live lessons that are being delivered where possible. 

• Year 11 students are therefore able to benefit from additional revision time, whilst not onsite. 
 

This decision has been made prioritising the safety and education of our community.   
P.T.O 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Those students in Year 10 and 11 who are considered vulnerable will still be able to attend on-site 
and we will accommodate their learning as well as we can. 
 
Those students in Year 11 or Year 10 who are involved in any of the following are ALL expected to 
attend for: 
 
Thursday 24th March  

• Year 11 Photography prelims. 
 
Friday 25th March 

• Year 11 PE Moderation – this will be carried out by the visiting external PE examiner. 

• Year 11 Drama Exam  - the performance is being recorded so that it can be sent to the 
examiner. 

• Mr Burt’s Year 11 Graphic Design group will now undertake their prelim on Friday.  
Students should arrive for a prompt 8.30 start in Room C07 working until 1.15pm with our 
usual break at 10.55am.  At 1.15pm students will be free to leave the site and return to 
remote learning for the final lesson. 

• Year 10 Team Mathematics Competition - regional heat of the advanced mathematics 
support programme will still go ahead. Students involved should still meet at school to 
leave at 8.45am. 

 
Remote learning will take place using the following guidance which can be found on our website: 
https://www.spexe.org/1804/remote-education-guidance 

 
I am hopeful that all year groups will be back on site for week beginning 28th March but will update 
you if this needs to change.  Unless all five year groups have to be off-site next week I can confirm 
that ALL Year 11 will be expected on-site all of next week for their prelims and lessons.  This may 
mean other year groups need to be off-site for remote learning. 
 
Given the significant fast pace of increases in covid cases please don’t be surprised if there are 
more changes to the information provided in this letter. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Phil Randall 
Headteacher 

https://www.spexe.org/1804/remote-education-guidance

