
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

25th March 2022 
Dear Students, Parents and Carers 
 

Important Update 
 

Following on from my letters earlier this week advising of remote learning for some year groups, I 
am now in a position to be able to update you on further measures that have needed to be put in 
place from Monday 28th March.   
 
A summary of today’s DCC and Public Health’s messaging is shared below: 
 
Covid Rates and Measures in schools  
As you will all be hearing and seeing, rates of Covid-19 in Devon are rising with local rates above the 
England average. DCC are ensuring our communication out to the wider population is to stay at 
home if you are unwell and not attend work or education settings until you are well and encourage 
schools to reiterate this to parents. High rates are impacting many school and other services 
operationally and we wanted to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank all schools for the 
continued hard work all education staff are doing to keep children and young people learning in 
schools at this time, despite high levels of absence.   

 
We want to remind all schools of measures that can be put in place to try and minimise 
transmission in settings whilst rates are so high:  

• Remind staff, students and parents of the importance to remain at home if unwell and follow 
current Covid-19 guidance 

• Improve ventilation indoors (where not negatively impacting thermal comfort) 

• Review and reinforce hygiene measures 

• Promote vaccination uptake for eligible students and staff 

 
Where these measures are in place and schools are struggling operationally, moving to remote 
learning may be required for the safe running of the school.   Although bringing classes together to 
keep them in school longer may be something considered, it is also worth considering whether this 
will increase transmission to staff and lead to further operational issues.    
 

Important Reminders 

• When on-site all students and staff are strongly encouraged to wear face coverings in 
indoor communal areas and classrooms (except for the named exempt members of our 
community). 

 

I sincerely apologise for the inconvenience that any of this may continue to cause for some of you.  
We have as previously mentioned, acted as swiftly as possible following guidance from a range of 
agencies in order to take the most appropriate actions. 
 

Thankfully we are seeing some of the ill staff and students returning onsite but sadly we continue 
to see a rise in the number of Covid cases and absences in both the staff and student population 
and therefore unfortunately we will need to continue with some year groups remote learning from 
home. 
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Following further consultation at Governor level, with Devon County Council, Public Health and 
Exeter Diocese we are unfortunately unable to accommodate all students safely in all year groups 
on site at the start of next week.    
 
   

Colleagues who are on-site and those who are ill, but well enough to teach off-site will provide a 
combination of live learning, google classroom learning as well as covering absent colleagues.  I 
am very thankful for colleagues continued efforts, compassion and can-do attitude, in providing 
the best they can in such challenging circumstances. 
 
 

Year Groups 7 and 9 will learn off-site via remote learning for at least Monday 28th March. 
 

 

This is a decision that has not been taken lightly and, although regrettable, is the best decision on 
safety and educational grounds. 
 

You may be wondering why Year 7 and 9 students are learning remotely.  Below is a summary that I 
trust reassures you that staff continue to take a thorough and thoughtful approach.  
 

• The teachers that are now currently affected by Covid teach a large number of Year 7 and 9 
classes. Other year group teachers have been much less affected. 

• We are fully anticipating that the Year 11 exams will go ahead this summer term, however we 
are wary of the recent upturn in cases across the country. 

• We are therefore prioritising Year 11 prelims onsite in case students performance in these 
prelims are counted towards real exams. 
  

This decision has been made prioritising the safety and education of our community.   
 
Those students in Year 7 and 9 who are considered vulnerable will still be able to attend on-site and 
we will accommodate their learning as well as we can.  These students must register at 8.30am in 
Room C07. 
 
Remote learning will take place using the following guidance which can be found on our website: 
https://www.spexe.org/1804/remote-education-guidance 

 
I am hopeful but very unsure that all year groups will be back on-site for Tuesday 29th March and 
will update you if this needs to change.   
 
Given the significant fast pace of increases in covid cases please expect there to be more changes to 
the information provided in this letter.  We will of course keep you updated as soon as we can. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Phil Randall 
Headteacher 

https://www.spexe.org/1804/remote-education-guidance

