
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
22nd October 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

It's been quite a half term and it has been truly wonderful to have students in school enjoying 
working hard with staff once again, playing in fixtures, going on trips, hosting open days and 
open evening for prospective parents but the truth is life in schools up and down the country is 
far from back to normal. 
 
I continue to be impressed and humbled by the commitment, resilience and flexibility of our St 
Peter's community as we seek to navigate the challenges of Covid 19.  The disruption to staff 
and student attendance, the additional workload this creates along with further budget pressure 
caused by Covid is mirrored not only across Devon but as I learnt for myself at a conference last 
week with other Headteachers, these challenges also represent the experience of schools all 
over the country. 
 
Changes 
The latest advice that we have been given by Public Health means that we will be making 
changes to some of our Covid measures from Tuesday 2nd November. 
 
Everyone is expected to take personal responsibility for these in order to keep our families, 
friends, wider community and ourselves as safe as possible. 
 
From Tuesday 2nd November ALL students are expected to: 

• Wear a face covering in communal areas, including corridors, canteen and hall spaces. 

• Bring a face covering to school every day, a spare and a bag to safely store them in. 

• If students have been provided with an exemption for wearing a face covering by their 

Head of Year the student will be expected to have their exemption card on them at all 

times. 

• Staff will continue to follow these approaches too. 

The very high take up of lateral flow tests amongst students at St Peter's has been encouraging 
and I'm sure has supported the safety of our community beyond and in the school.  I believe 
that wearing face coverings in indoor communal areas is the kindest approach we can take to 
protect one another, our families, friends and the wider community. 
 
I know I sound like a broken record but by taking personal responsibility for wearing face 
coverings, taking twice weekly lateral flow tests, bringing hand sanitiser and using it at the start 
and end of every day, lesson, break and lunch will enable us all to make our community as safe 
as is reasonably possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
England and Exeter Chiefs Player Supports St. Peter’s Young Carers 
St. Peter’s Young Carers enjoyed a pizza lunch and an afternoon of games with star player, Ollie 
Devoto.  They were joined by Devon Young Carers Practitioner, Hannah McNamara.  Everyone 
wants a repeat event – watch this space!  The Exeter Episcopal Trust kindly funded this event 
too. 
 

            
 
Frisbee Tournament 
It was such a great weekend and lots of ex St. Peter’s students (sixth formers and older) turned 
up to help coach.  Year 11 students gave up their weekend to coach Year 7’s too.  What great 
role models they are. 

  
St Peter’s Students Leadership Work with the Church of England at Home 
Back in May, and building on St. Peter’s excellent, top grade national SIAMS report, six St. 
Peter’s students were invited to be part of a National Young Leadership Group to share the voice 
of young people as the Church of England plans for the next decade. 
 
As part of the Vision/Strategy work, Professor David Ford (who wrote the Church of England 
Vision for Education) brought together a group of key theologians and practitioners who have 
worked on a national vision document to underpin the theology of the Vision/Strategy work. 
The group was made up of: 

• Professor David Ford, Regius Professor of Divinity Emeritus, Cambridge University 

• Revd Prebendary Dr Isabelle Hamley | Secretary for Theology and Ecumenical Relations 
and Theological Adviser to the House of Bishops 

• Revd Dr Anderson Jeremiah, Lecturer,  Department of Politics, Philosophy and 
Religion, Lancaster University  

• Revd Anna Matthews, Vicar, St Benet's Church, Cambridge 

• Dr Selina Stone, Lecturer in Politics and Theology, St Mellitus College, London 

• Revd Canon Dr James Walters, Lecturer and Chaplain, London School of Economics 
  

All six students contributed thoughtfully, passionately and courageously throughout 3 sessions 
over the Summer term. As a result, they have been invited to present at General Synod in 
London on Monday 15th November.  
 
The session will involve our students leading a couple of short presentations and supporting 
discussion groups with all the members of General Synod focusing on the 3 core priorities of the 
Church of England’s new Vision and Strategy. Our students will work with staff from the 
Archbishop of York Youth Trust who are leading the National Younger Leadership Groups with 
us. Andy Wolfe (Executive Director of Education for the Church of England) comments that it is 
the first time that General Synod has been led by young people, so it will be a very exciting and 
high profile occasion! 
  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And Abroad… 
In addition to this, a couple of our students will also have a global opportunity to promote St. 
Peter’s. Periodically there is a Global Christian School Leadership Summit where people from all 
over the world gather to share ideas about how to tackle the challenges that are most pressing 
in our communities, through courageous conversation and redemptive action. The next 
conference is taking place in San Diego between March 8th-10th. You can see more details here: 
https://converge.education/ 
 
The Church of England are looking to send 4/5 students to the conference to represent the 
United Kingdom. Following our work this year it has been decided that 2 or 3 of those students 
will be chosen from St. Peter’s! 
  
A huge thanks to the students for their wise, courageous and compassionate approaches, which 
have promoted ways that seek to build up communities in positive ways.  Enormous thanks too 
for our School Chaplain and Deputy Headteacher, Mr Baker for his support of these 
opportunities.  
 
PE kit and use of changing rooms 
Now that the weather appears to have turned the changing rooms will be open for students 
attending clubs and PE lessons to shower and change. Students can still wear PE kit to school on 
days they have PE or sports clubs to save them needing to change at the start of the lesson. 
 
In the interests of the health and well-being of our school community, after half term we are 
asking all students to bring an additional pair of shoes into school on days when they are 
wearing their PE kit. This will enable students to change in to clean, dry footwear having been 
outside. Students will be expected to change footwear for indoor PE lessons or when having had 
PE outside, before moving around the school building. The extra footwear could be in the form 
of school shoes or an additional pair of trainers.  
 

PTA 
As well as setting up our Amazon Smile Account our terrific PTA have been raising funds in a 
range of ways.  Sales of high-quality second-hand uniform have been particularly popular and 
the recent movie night has also raised funds.  If you’d like to get involved or request uniform 
please contact PTA@spexe.org. 
 

Raising Funds 
Please note that when you log on to our Amazon Smile account you will see that our account 
says ‘St Peter’s Sidmouth’.  This is the correct account.  Please proceed and support the school.  
 

We hope that in some way if as many users of Amazon as possible can use the following 
opportunity to support St. Peter’s our budget will be slightly healthier. 
 

Do you shop at Amazon? Would you like to support St Peter’s school as you shop online? If so, 
please visit smile.amazon.co.uk. It looks and works exactly the same as your normal Amazon page; 
However each time you complete a purchase, it donates 0.5% to St Peter’s school’s PTA. 
 
 

What is Amazon Smile? 
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favourite charitable 
organisation every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll  
find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as  
 
 
 

https://converge.education/
mailto:PTA@spexe.org
file://///stpeters.school/dfs$/admin%20staff/Sec/Templates/smile.amazon.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to 
your favourite charitable organization. You can choose from nearly one million organisations to  
support. All you need to sign up for Amazon Smile is an Amazon account – you don’t need to have 
a prime subscription.   
 
 
 

How do I shop at Amazon Smile 
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your 
computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to 
make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.  
 

On your first time visiting the site it will look like this. 
Select get started, it will then ask you to login (This is you 
Amazon Account details). It may automatically do this 
from your amazon account. 
 
It should then take you to this screen. Please type in St 
Peter’s Association and select this from the drop down. 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally you will need confirm you understand that you 
need to complete you’re purchase on the 
smile.amazon.co.uk website to contribute your donation.   
 
 
 
Year 7 Movie Night 
Thanks to Mr Woolnough, Head of Year 7 and PTA members, Year 7 students enjoyed a movie 
night screening together along with the compulsory popcorn!  We hope this will enable other 
year groups to do similar events.  
 
Year 10 Residentials and Learning Enrichment Week 
Communications about both of these exciting features of our school year are in process and by 
the end of the first week in November all students should be aware of what terrific memory 
making opportunities they can choose from.  
  
Parking 
We have received the following request, “Please could you remind parents to abide by the 
highway code while dropping their children at school next half term? There's an increasing 
number choosing to stop in junctions (particularly on the dropped curb on double yellow lines at 
the entrance to Quarry Park Road) which makes it dangerous for younger children to walk and 
cycle to their primary schools. Thank you.” 
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Our Chair of Governors, The Venerable Andrew Beane, Archdeacon of Exeter writes, 
 
“We live in uncertain times, and who knows what lies ahead, but we can have faith that we walk 
not alone but in the knowledge that we are in this together and that we are held in the hands of 
God.  In Galatians 6:9 we read, ‘And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we 
will reap, if we do not give up.’ My prayer for each of you is that you do not grow weary or stop 
doing good and that you see the blessing you are to so many.” 
 
I do hope you are able to enjoy some family time over half term. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 

Phil Randall 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shoebox Appeal 
In the midst of such a challenging period for ourselves it could be easy to simply look inwards 
and focus on ourselves. However, there are people in our world who face huge challenges and 
we have the opportunity to help and support others this Christmas. 

 
We weren’t able to get involved in 2020 but we’re going to try and support the Blythswood 
Shoebox Appeal once again this year. There will be more details in tutor time during the first 
week back after half term but you can read more about the difference the shoeboxes make to 
people like Ismedin (pictured above) here: https://blythswood.org/shoe-box-appeal/#2  
 
If you’d like to get involved, please visit our website to view what items can go into a shoebox.  
www.spexe.org 
 

 

Key Dates 

• Half Term 25th October 2021 – 1st November 2021. Students return to school on 
Tuesday 2nd November 2021. 

• School Closed on Friday 26th November 2021. 

• Last day of Term for Autumn is Friday 17th December 2021 – school closes at 1pm.  

• First day of Spring Term is Tuesday 4th January 2022. 
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