
 
 
 

 
 
 

17th December 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers 

 
Thank you 
 
Thank you so much for your support and encouragement this term.  This year has been another 
challenging year with Covid and we’re heading back to familiar territory with the growing concern 
about the new variant of Covid.  We will continue to keep up to date with the inevitable changes and 
of course our priority is the safety of our community.   You will have by now received a letter 
regarding the mass testing which will take place on our return in January 2022. 
 
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 
give up” 

Galatians 6:9 
Christmas Carol Service 
A joyous evening was had by all on Monday 13th December as 
governors, staff, students and parents joined us for our annual Carol 
Service to celebrate the good news of Christ’s birth.  
 
Our Chair of Governors, Andrew Beane, Archdeacon of Exeter 
commented that “It is special events like this that makes St Peter’s 

exceptional and a place that genuinely builds the HOPE values that are so rooted in the life of the 
school.  I imagine the experience of singing in the Cathedral will stay in the hearts of those young 
people for the rest of their lives.” 
 
“I am sure you and the rest of the staff were also encouraged by the fantastic support of the parents 
who filled the Cathedral, showing that St Peter’s really is more than just a school it is more like a 
family.” 
 
“I hope you and your family have a peaceful, restful, and joy-filled Christmas”. 
 
International School Award Accreditation Certificate 
St. Peter’s have achieved the International School Award Accreditation Certificate for our 
contribution to the recent Connecting Classrooms project!  All students and teachers involved have 
enjoyed the international work and we are looking forward to even more exciting international 
projects.  
 
This award will enhance the St. Peter’s profile, embedding international work in the curriculum and 
providing a global dimension to students’ learning, making St. Peter’s students even more attractive 
and competitive in the jobs market. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Student Council  
I am delighted to report that more new student leadership opportunities are being created in a 
number of areas.  Our Student Council is being developed and will involve a Year Council, made up of 
two members of each tutor group and a Student Council, made up of two members of each Year 
Council. On the Student Council there are also positions available as Chair and Vice Chair – which 
older students in the school can apply for.  
 
A place on the council is an exciting opportunity. Whilst teaching students about democracy, it offers 
responsibility and leadership roles for those elected and will allow SLT and the governors to hear the 
views of the students on matters affecting them. It will encourage students to have considered 
opinions and to be an important part of building our school community.  
 
PTA – Plant a Bulb Week 
Members of our Parents Teacher Association have contacted local 
businesses to ask for donations of bulbs in order for some of our 
youngest students and SEND students to plant bulbs this autumn in 
order to create a wonderful annual spring display every year.  
 
 
 Why?  

− Make a dull area of the school grounds look beautiful for years to come  

− Help students discover the joy of gardening in a manageable way  

− Provide students and staff with a story to inspire  

o Bulbs start out not looking very promising, their progress underground is not seen but 
little by little they grow into life – beautiful and colourful, just like we hope students will 
continue to grow into beautiful, well-rounded characters, confident of making the 
world a better place.  

o Provide students the opportunity to be part of a team creating a positive legacy. 
 

                                        
 
             

We have had donations from: 
 Tesco  Waitrose Thompson and Morgan St Bridget’s Nursery B&Q 

                                                  
 
A big thank you must go to our PTA and to Rebecca Wickenden and Adam Woolnough for helping to 
co-ordinate this wonderful initiative 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Abigail – Winner of The Blue Boy Award 
The Blue Boy award is an annual award to a student of any age in the senior school who has “quietly 
achieved something unexpected and exceptional, possibly outside the school, as a result of their 
own character and effort”.   
 

The award is provided by St. John’s Hospital Educational Foundation, which is an Exeter based 
charity with a history that can be traced back 850 years to the foundation of the Hospital of St. 
Alexius, which was located behind the Priory of St. Nicholas, for the benefit of poor distressed 
objects. 
 

This award scheme was initiated in 2017 and there are now four participating schools being the 
senior schools that St John’s can assist under the terms of its Governing Scheme. 
 

Many congratulations to Abigail for showing such great character.  She is a generous, collaborative, 
compassionate and wise community builder. 
 

Funding 
We have recently been given some funding following a bid to Devon County Council which awarded 
schools a grant enabling over 200 families of St. Peter’s financial help over the Christmas break.  
Thank you to Mrs Clinch, our Director of Data and Performance.  
 

Poetry Competition Winners 
We had fabulous entries for our poetry competition across the whole school. The entries ranged 
greatly and we thoroughly enjoyed reading every single one of them: there were personal, raw and 
moving poems, there were poems calling us to action – to make better choices for ourselves, our 
relationships, our planet - there were political poems, and there were some fantastically creative 
and fun poems. Well done to all the poets who bravely entered! 
 

Our winners all received an anthology of poems chosen specially for them, as well as some chocolate 
(who doesn’t love poetry and chocolate?!) and our Year 11 winners and runners up also received a 
book token. It was wonderful to also have entries from every student from one year 7 DELL class – 
so in addition to the year 7 winners, the DELL group were presented with a book token to purchase 
an anthology of poems they would like together, and some sweets. 
 

Winners 
Year 7 – Jaden and Phoebe   Year 8 - Abigail 
Year 9 – Justina   Year 11 – Keisha and Harli with runners up Hanna and Isabella 
Staff Winner – Mr Burt 
Staff Winner – Ms Nolan 

 

A word of warning and some help 
It’s very likely that a number of students will receive Christmas gifts that enable them to access a 
vast array of online platforms. Many of these will be wonderful additions to how young people learn 
to navigate the world wisely, safely and successfully. However there are also many social media 
platforms that present a danger, sometimes that’s obvious, sometimes much less obvious. As 
parents and carers we were all at pains to help our children safely cross the road and avoid 
accidents. The following resource will help parents and carers guide children with being safe online, 
in the same way we have all helped our children cross the road safely.  
 

age appropriate 

parent carer guide.pdf
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Year 11 Poem - An entry from the Celebrating National Poetry Day 2021 
 
Expression is better than conflict 
 
Thoughts are the words that catch in your mind, 
As useless as a torch that cannot be shined 
Thoughts will be your one true friend 
For as long as you live, they will never end 
 
Words that remain alive yet unspoken, 
Leaving you exhausted and broken 
Words are better than silence, 
If you talk, you will receive some guidance 
 
Thoughts are the words that are absent from life 
When expressed, they cut like a sharp knife 
Thoughts are words your voice can’t express, 
But no matter what others say, they can’t be repressed  
 
The one person in this world of hate, decides to be kind 
They found the words no one else could find 
And finally, it unwrapped the choking cord 
Because after all, the pen is mightier than the sword 
 
Happy Christmas! 
I hope we are all able to enjoy every moment of the rest we are able to have. My hope and prayer 
for each of us this Christmas is for good health, a time of rest, relaxation and safe fun with family 
and friends.  The book of Luke in the Bible shares the Good News of Christmas and the sense of 
hope, redemption and kindness that we can all enjoy. 
 
 Yours sincerely 

 
 

Phil Randall 
Headteacher 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Key Dates 
Students return to school Tuesday 4th January 2022 

 
Half Term Monday 21st February 2022 – Friday 25th February 2022 (School 

Closed) 
Students return to school Monday 28th February 2022 

 
Easter Break Monday 11th April 2022 – Friday 22nd April 2022 (School Closed) 

Students return to school Monday 25th April 2022 
 

May Day – Monday 2nd May 2022 (School Closed) 
 

Half Term Monday 30th May 2022 – Friday 3rd June 2022 (School Closed) 
Students return to school Monday 6th June 2022 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Christians Against Poverty  
One in Nine of us are living with unmanageable debt. Award winning national charity  

‘Christians Against Poverty’ has an Exeter centre and offers free debt counselling.  They  
aim to offer a solution that will last and give real hope for the future, so give them a call 
if you are struggling. CAP is non-judgemental and visits clients in the privacy of their own 
home. 
 
For further information or guidance Exeter CAP centre can be contacted on 0800 328 0006. 

 
 

Raising Funds 
Please note that when you log on to our Amazon Smile account you will see that our account says ‘St 
Peter’s Sidmouth’.  This is the correct account.  Please proceed and support the school.  
 

We hope that in some way if as many users of Amazon as possible can use the following opportunity 
to support St. Peter’s our budget will be slightly healthier. 
 

Do you shop at Amazon? Would you like to support St Peter’s school as you shop online? If so, please 
visit smile.amazon.co.uk. It looks and works exactly the same as your normal Amazon page; However 
each time you complete a purchase, it donates 0.5% to St Peter’s school’s PTA. 
 
 

What is Amazon Smile? 
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favourite charitable organisation 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll  
find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as  
 
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your 
favourite charitable organization. You can choose from nearly one million organisations to  
support. All you need to sign up for Amazon Smile is an Amazon account – you don’t need to have a 
prime subscription.   
 
 

How do I shop at Amazon Smile 
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or 
mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to 
return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.  
 

On your first time visiting the site it will look like this. 
Select get started, it will then ask you to login (This is you 
Amazon Account details). It may automatically do this 
from your amazon account. 
 
It should then take you to this screen. Please type in St 
Peter’s Association and select this from the drop down. 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally you will need confirm you understand that you 
need to complete you’re purchase on the 
smile.amazon.co.uk website to contribute your donation.   
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