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Year 8:  Fear 
 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 

Topic Short Stories Gothic Horror Writing 
(supplemented with 
Victorian Gothic 
reading) 

Novel: 
• Ruby in the Smoke 
• Stone Cold 
• The Enemy 

Writing to 
persuade/argue 

Poetry (other cultures) Play: 
• Frankenstein 
• Dracula 
• Valley of Fear 

Aims Analyse how writers 
craft their writing 
within a short story to 
bring characters, 
settings and themes 
alive.  Look at structure 
of ideas, openings and 
endings. 

Crafting all aspects of 
writing to create 
impact on the reader.  
Sentence work, 
vocabulary work, 
punctuation, 
paragraphing and 
layout for impact. 

Read easily, fluently 
and with good 
understanding. 
Make contextual links 
to appreciate our rich 
and varied literary 
heritage and build on 
students’ cultural 
capital. 
Use texts as 
springboard to write 
clearly, accurately and 
coherently, adapting 
their language and style 
in and for a range of 
contexts, purposes and 
audiences. 
Use discussion in order 
to learn. 

Use language to 
persuade the 
reader/listener.  
Analyse a number of 
examples of persuasive 
language in use.  
Include S&L 
assessment. 

Study a range of poems 
from other cultures.  
Critically analyse 
poems focusing on 
language, structure and 
form (developing 
understanding and use 
of terminology). 

Read easily, fluently 
and with good 
understanding. 
Make contextual links 
to appreciate our rich 
and varied literary 
heritage and build on 
students’ cultural 
capital. 
Use texts as 
springboard to write 
clearly, accurately and 
coherently, adapting 
their language and style 
in and for a range of 
contexts, purposes and 
audiences. 
Use discussion in order 
to learn. 

Knowledge & Skills Reading:  developing 
independence of 
response; infer 
comment on, explain, 
analyse, evaluate, 
compare.  Developing 
knowledge of 
vocabulary; contextual 
knowledge. 
 

Understand 
increasingly 
challenging texts 
through: 
- Learning new 
vocabulary, relating it 
explicitly to known 
vocabulary and 
understanding it with 
the help of context and 
dictionaries 

Develop an 
appreciation and love 
of reading, and read 
increasingly 
challenging material 
independently 
through: 
- Read an age 
appropriate text which 
will make links to high-
quality works from 

Writing: knowing and 
understanding the 
genres and grammar 
and being able to apply 
independently in a 
variety of context 
across a range of text 
types.  Adapt (and 
subvert?); plan, draft, 
edit and proof read; 
develop vocabulary. 

Develop an 
appreciation and love 
of reading, and read 
increasingly 
challenging material 
independently 
through: 
 
Understand 
increasingly 

Develop an 
appreciation and love 
of reading, and read 
increasingly 
challenging material 
independently 
through: 
 
Understand 
increasingly 
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Understand 
increasingly 
challenging texts 
through: 
- Learning new 
vocabulary, relating it 
explicitly to known 
vocabulary and 
understanding it with 
the help of context and 
dictionaries 
- Making inferences 
and referring to 
evidence in the text 
- Knowing the purpose, 
audience for and 
context of the writing 
and drawing on this 
knowledge to support 
comprehension 
- Checking their 
understanding to make 
sure that what they 
have read makes sense 
 
Read critically through: 
- Knowing how 
language, including 
figurative language, 
vocabulary choice, 
grammar, text 
structure and 
organisational features, 
presents meaning 
- Studying setting, plot, 
and characterisation, 
and the effects of these 

- Making inferences 
and referring to 
evidence in the text 
- Knowing the purpose, 
audience for and 
context of the writing 
and drawing on this 
knowledge to support 
comprehension 
- Checking their 
understanding to make 
sure that what they 
have read makes sense 
 
Read critically through: 
- Knowing how 
language, including 
figurative language, 
vocabulary choice, 
grammar, text 
structure and 
organisational features, 
presents meaning 
- Studying setting, plot, 
and characterisation, 
and the effects of these 
Write accurately, 
fluently, effectively 
and at length for 
pleasure and 
information through: 
- Applying their 
growing knowledge of 
vocabulary, grammar 
and text structure to 
their writing and 

English literature, both 
pre-1914 and 
contemporary 
 
Understand 
increasingly 
challenging texts 
through: 
- Learning new 
vocabulary, relating it 
explicitly to known 
vocabulary and 
understanding it with 
the help of context and 
dictionaries 
- Making inferences 
and referring to 
evidence in the text 
- Knowing the purpose, 
audience for and 
context of the writing 
and drawing on this 
knowledge to support 
comprehension 
- Checking their 
understanding to make 
sure that what they 
have read makes sense 
 
Read critically through: 
- Knowing how 
language, including 
figurative language, 
vocabulary choice, 
grammar, text 
structure and 

 
Write accurately, 
fluently, effectively 
and at length for 
pleasure and 
information through: 
- Writing for a wide 
range of purposes and 
audiences, including:; 
notes and polished 
scripts for talks and 
presentations and a 
range of other 
narrative and non-
narrative texts, 
including arguments, 
and personal and 
formal letters 
- Summarising and 
organising material, 
and supporting ideas 
and arguments with 
any necessary factual 
detail 
- Applying their 
growing knowledge of 
vocabulary, grammar 
and text structure to 
their writing and 
selecting the 
appropriate form 
- Drawing on 
knowledge of rhetorical 
devices from their 
reading and listening to 
enhance the impact of 
their writing 

challenging texts 
through: 
- Learning new 
vocabulary, relating it 
explicitly to known 
vocabulary and 
understanding it with 
the help of context and 
dictionaries 
- Making inferences 
and referring to 
evidence in the text 
- Knowing the purpose, 
audience for and 
context of the writing 
and drawing on this 
knowledge to support 
comprehension 
- Checking their 
understanding to make 
sure that what they 
have read makes sense 
 
Read critically through: 
- Knowing how 
language, including 
figurative language, 
vocabulary choice, 
grammar, text 
structure and 
organisational features, 
presents meaning 
- Recognising a range of 
poetic conventions and 
understanding how 
these have been used 
 

challenging texts 
through: 
- Learning new 
vocabulary, relating it 
explicitly to known 
vocabulary and 
understanding it with 
the help of context and 
dictionaries 
- Making inferences 
and referring to 
evidence in the text 
- Knowing the purpose, 
audience for and 
context of the writing 
and drawing on this 
knowledge to support 
comprehension 
- Checking their 
understanding to make 
sure that what they 
have read makes sense 
 
Read critically through: 
- Knowing how 
language, including 
figurative language, 
vocabulary choice, 
grammar, text 
structure and 
organisational features, 
presents meaning 
- Recognising a range of 
poetic conventions and 
understanding how 
these have been used 
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- Making critical 
comparisons across 
texts 
- Studying a range of 
authors 

selecting the 
appropriate form 
- Drawing on 
knowledge of literary 
and rhetorical devices 
from their reading and 
listening to enhance 
the impact of their 
writing 
 
Plan, draft, edit and 
proofread through: 
- Considering how their 
writing reflects the 
audiences and 
purposes for which it 
was intended 
- Amending the 
vocabulary, grammar 
and structure of their 
writing to improve its 
coherence and overall 
effectiveness 
- Paying attention to 
accurate grammar, 
punctuation and 
spelling; applying the 
spelling patterns and 
rules set out in English 
appendix 1 to the key 
stage 1 and 2 
programmes of study 
for English 

organisational features, 
presents meaning 
- Studying setting, plot, 
and characterisation, 
and the effects of these 
- Making critical 
comparisons across 
texts 
 
Write accurately, 
fluently, effectively 
and at length for 
pleasure and 
information through: 
- Writing for a wide 
range of purposes and 
audiences, including: 
well-structured formal 
expository and 
narrative essays; 
stories, scripts, poetry 
and other imaginative 
writing; notes and 
polished scripts for 
talks and presentations 
and a range of other 
narrative and non-
narrative texts, 
including arguments, 
and personal and 
formal letters 
- Summarising and 
organising material, 
and supporting ideas 
and arguments with 
any necessary factual 
detail 

 
Plan, draft, edit and 
proofread through: 
- Considering how their 
writing reflects the 
audiences and 
purposes for which it 
was intended 
- Amending the 
vocabulary, grammar 
and structure of their 
writing to improve its 
coherence and overall 
effectiveness 
- Paying attention to 
accurate grammar, 
punctuation and 
spelling; applying the 
spelling patterns and 
rules set out in English 
appendix 1 to the key 
stage 1 and 2 
programmes of study 
for English 
 
Grammar and 
vocabulary 
Consolidate and build 
on their knowledge of 
grammar and 
vocabulary through: 
- Extending and 
applying the 
grammatical 
knowledge set out 
in English appendix 2 to 
the key stage 1 and 2 

Write accurately, 
fluently, effectively 
and at length for 
pleasure and 
information 
- Summarising and 
organising material, 
and supporting ideas 
and arguments with 
any necessary factual 
detail 
- Applying their 
growing knowledge of 
vocabulary, grammar 
and text structure to 
their writing and 
selecting the 
appropriate form 
- Drawing on 
knowledge of literary 
and rhetorical devices 
from their reading and 
listening to enhance 
the impact of their 
writing 
 
Plan, draft, edit and 
proofread through: 
- Considering how their 
writing reflects the 
audiences and 
purposes for which it 
was intended 
- Amending the 
vocabulary, grammar 
and structure of their 
writing to improve its 

- Studying setting, plot, 
and characterisation, 
and the effects of these 
- Understanding how 
the work of dramatists 
is communicated 
effectively through 
performance and how 
alternative staging 
allows for different 
interpretations of a 
play 
- Making critical 
comparisons across 
texts 
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- Applying their 
growing knowledge of 
vocabulary, grammar 
and text structure to 
their writing and 
selecting the 
appropriate form 
- Drawing on 
knowledge of literary 
and rhetorical devices 
from their reading and 
listening to enhance 
the impact of their 
writing 

programmes of study 
to analyse more 
challenging texts 
- Studying the 
effectiveness and 
impact of the 
grammatical features 
of the texts they read 
- Drawing on new 
vocabulary and 
grammatical 
constructions from 
their reading and 
listening, and using 
these consciously in 
their writing and 
speech to achieve 
particular effects 
- Knowing and 
understanding the 
differences between 
spoken and written 
language, including 
differences associated 
with formal and 
informal registers, and 
between Standard 
English and other 
varieties of English 
- Using Standard 
English confidently in 
their own writing and 
speech 
 
Speak confidently and 
effectively, including 
through: 

coherence and overall 
effectiveness 
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-Rehearsing and 
performing  scripts in 
order to generate 
languages and discuss 
language use and 
meaning, using role, 
intonation, tone, 
volume, mood, silence, 
stillness and action to 
add impact 
 
 

Character Compass 
(Educating for wisdom, 
community, courage and 
compassion) 

Questioning 
Methodical 
Making Links 
Planning 
Reflection 
 

Questioning 
Making Links 
Planning 
Discuss Learning 
Reflection 
 

Questioning 
Methodical 
Making Links 
Collaboration 
Discuss Learning 
 

Questioning 
Making Links 
Planning 
Considered Risks 
Integrity 
 

Questioning 
Making Links 
Planning 
Collaboration 
Reflection 
 

Questioning 
Making Links 
Planning 
Collaboration 
Reflection 

Links (prior knowledge, 
future knowledge) 

In subject:  English 
Language Paper 1 
Questions 2 and 3. 
 
 

In subject: Paper 1 
Question 5. 

In subject:  Literature 
Paper 1 (Section B). 
 
 

In subject:  English 
Language Paper 2 
Question 5. 
 
 

In subject:  Literature 
Paper 2 Section C. 
 
 

In subject:  English 
Literature Paper 1 
Section A. 
 
 

Homework • Independent wider 
reading.  

• 38 things to do 
before you’re a 
year older. 

• Independent wider 
reading.  

• 38 things to do 
before you’re a 
year older. 

• Independent wider 
reading.  

• 38 things to do 
before you’re a 
year older. 

• Independent wider 
reading.  

• 38 things to do 
before you’re a 
year older. 

• Independent wider 
reading.  

• 38 things to do 
before you’re a 
year older. 

• Independent wider 
reading.  

• 38 things to do 
before you’re a 
year older. 

Pre-assessment details 
(formative only) 

PEE paragraphs on a 
character or setting 
from one of the studied 
stories. 

A description of setting 
or character. 

Extract – one or two 
PEE paragraphs 
analysing a character.  
This might be revisited 
in final assessment if 
tracing the 
development of a 
character. 

Part of the script for a 
Charity Radio Appeal. 

2-3 paragraphs on a 
studied poem. 

2 paragraphs on 
character. 
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Final assessment details 
(summative and 
formative) 

Extract from a short 
story – 2 GCSE 
questions like Paper 1 
Qs 2 and 3. 
S&C Q4 or comparative 
element. 

The opening or chapter 
opening for a gothic 
horror story. 

An essay based on an 
extract. 
 
Starting with this 
extract, explore how X 
is presented in… 

Write a letter to… 
Unprepared writing 
task. 
 
S&L Charity Radio 
Appeal. 

Essay question 
(unprepared) on one 
studied poem. 
 
S&C – comparative 
element. 

Essay question 
(prepared over 2 
lessons max). 
 
How is X 
(character/theme) 
developed in the play? 

 


