
 

 

 

Some of the Key Highlights for PTA – Spring Term 2021 

 

Curriculum Developments Being Considered 
Discussions have begun to consider how we can weave the following into our designed curriculum so 
it is further enhanced. 
 

 Increase provision of Food and Nutrition GCSE at KS4 for more students 

 Adapt curriculum support in order to empower students development of resilience, independence 
and behaviours for learning, particularly current Year 6 as they move into Year 7 

 Climate change 

 United Nation Objectives 

 Holocaust 

 Extended Project Qualification 

 
Climate Change 
For September we are looking into the possibility of staff and students working together on a climate change 
project. This might involve a regular slot on BBC Spotlight! A few members of teaching staff and support staff 
have already expressed an interest in this and have begun looking into setting this up. 
 

United Nation Sustainable Goals 
We would like to explore how we can look at supporting the UN goals. 
 

Holocaust 
We want to make sure that all students leave St Peter’s having learned about the Holocaust and the impact 
that it has had and continues to have on the world we live in. We are exploring how every year group can work 
on some aspect of their curriculum, across subjects, each year to learn more about this historic event.  
 

Extended Project Qualification 
This is normally done as an Advanced level course studied post 16 but there are versions that can be delivered 
in 11-16 settings. The idea behind these qualifications is to provide students with a project that demonstrates 
something that they have researched and written about independently. Russell group Universities love it!  
 

Assuring Quality – Governors Morning  
Very positive feedback from governors. Impact of Lead Practitioner roles clearly demonstrated even though 
it’s early days and plans have been disrupted by COVID. MFL and English LP’s presented high quality findings 
alongside their SLL. 2 hours online meetings.  
 
MFL Demonstrated how the capture process, even during lockdown was used to drive dept improvement 
through the creation of dept wide CPD towards a 5 year plan.  
 
In English, clear approaches to changing the culture of teaching in English led to 2 days of time with the 
department off timetable. Feedback from the English team was unanimous in the way this has helped them to 
work together on a shared plan to improve outcomes for English. 
 
In addition governors heard about student view approaches in History and the work that Jacky Clinch has been 
doing around Disadvantaged students. 
 

 

 



Year 11 Exams Summer 2021 – Draft proposals being discussed 
Centre Assessed Grades 2021 – Frequently Asked Questions for Students 

 

Q: Now that there are no exams, how will I be graded this year? 

 

 

A: During the summer term (after Easter), you will get the opportunity to sit a number of 
assessments, some will be held in class and others in the sportshall or other rooms. These 
assessments will reflect the exam board standards in each subject and provide you with an 
opportunity to demonstrated performance at you best.  
 
We want you to achieve the very best grades possible, therefore it is important that all students 
regardless of their experience to date, have the opportunity to take these summer assessments for 
which you are well prepared and for which you are given plenty of advanced notice so that you have 
the opportunity to prepare and do your best. 
 
Each of your subjects will use the outcomes of these summer assessments together with past 
assessment evidence to award your Centre Assessed Grade. If you are working on NEA (non-
examination assessment, sometimes referred to as coursework) or a portfolio in Art, the work you 
have completed will only take into account past assessment evidence which supports or enhances 
the grade you achieve during the summer term of 2021. 
 
The school will base decisions about your grades on all the available assessment evidence, these 
decisions will be made following strict guidance from the exam boards so that your outcomes will be 
fair and objective.  
 
Subjects will share with you the evidence which they are using to award your final centre assessed 
grades so there should be no surprises when you receive them in August. 
 
The school will submit your Centre Assessed Grades to the exam boards on Friday 18th June. 
 
Q: When will I know the plan for summer assessments? 
A: The assessment overview is in this booklet along with an outline of what areas you should be 
revising for each subject over the Easter holidays. 
(Adam - Can we add any of the revision information which we sent out before prelims?) 
 
Q: What qualifications have I been entered for? 
A: You will be given a copy of your ‘statement of entry’ during tutor time ……  



This will describe which qualifications you have been entered for. Where tiers (Higher and 
Foundation) are available, your statement of entry’ will indicate which one you have been entered 
for.  
It is very important that you check your statement of entry and contact our Exams Officer, Mrs 
Clinch at ……… if anything appears incorrect. 
 
Q: What if I qualify for access arrangements (e.g. a reader or extra time) 
A: If you qualify for access arrangements, you will be get these and will be informed separately 
about the arrangements for these. 
 
Q: Will summer assessments taken in lessons take place under exam conditions? 
A: The assessments have been timetabled to make sure every student has the same opportunity and 
will sit the same exam under timed conditions in the same timeslot. All assessments will take place 
under conditions that will give you the best opportunity to perform. Therefore, those that are taken 
in the classroom will still take place in silence as you would in the sportshall or other rooms. 
 
Q: What if I’m absent from school on the day of a summer assessment? 
A: You will have the opportunity to take this assessment at a later point. We have left some time at 
the end of the assessments for this to happen. 
 
Q: Can I re-sit a summer assessment? 
A: No, it will not be possible to re-sit an assessment. 
 

Q: Will I find out the results of my summer assessments? 
A: Once you have sat your assessments they will be marked. Moderation of marking will take place 
which means that all subjects will check that the school is applying the exam board standards 
accurately. 
Once this has happened, the school will be able to share your mark and grade with you. You will also 
be able to see your marked paper in lesson and understand the strengths and gaps in your 
performance. Your paper will be collected by your teacher and it will be stored securely in school in 
case it is needed as evidence as part of the exam board’s checking process. 
 

Q: Can I get an idea of what Centre Assessed Grades might be submitted for me? 
A: Regulations require that grading is kept confidential. Please do not ask teachers what your centre 
assessed grades are likely to be submitted for you, they will not be able to tell you. 
 

Q: When will I find out my Centre Assessed Grades? 
A: You will find out on results day which is Thursday 12th August 2021. You will be able to collect 
your results from the school. You are not allowed to know Centre Assessed Grades until the results 
day. 
Please do not ask teachers what your centre assessed grades are, they will not be able to tell you. 
 

Q: What can I expect from Year 11 Parent and Student Evening on Wednesday 24th and Thursday 
25th March? 
A: Your subject teachers will direct you towards what you should be revising and how best to revise. 
They will be able to reflect on your performance to date and point out your areas of strength and 
pointing out gaps in your knowledge and understanding which you can focus on. 
 

Q: What can I do to achieve the best possible grade? 
A: The best thing you can do is to continue to attend classes, learn, act on feedback from your 
teachers, revise, and read around each subject. Their grade will be based on YOUR performance, and 
so your outcomes are ultimately in your hands. 
 
 
 



Staffing Update 
Current Adverts: 

Interview processes are being developed to balance Covid safety and the rigour we traditionally 
apply to ensure we attract and employ only the best available staff. 
 
Teacher of Religious Education  
1.0FTE Permanent 
Interviews took place on Friday 12th March, appointment of Karriad Shawcross who is currently a 
trainee at St. Peter’s.  
 
Assistant Headteacher – Behaviour and Safeguarding 
Permanent 1.0FTE – Interviews have been scheduled for March 15th and 16th with four candidates 
having been shortlisted.  Alastair Smith has been appointed, he has previously held a similar role for 
a number of years at QE, Crediton. 
 
Teaching Assistant 
Two fixed term full time positions have been appointed - Chimenim Chinnah and Joana Chanter. 
 
Careers Lead 
Maria Huggett has been appointed.  
 
Further interviews will take place in order to ensure staffing is in place for September 2021. 

 
Positive Parental Feedback 
 
“We wanted to pass on our thanks to all members of staff for the hard work teaching remotely, and 
for the smooth transition back to school this week.  We can only imagine how difficult the logistics 
have been keeping teenagers motivated online, and arranging all the tests to get them back in 
school. Our son, XXX, has been delighted to be back with his friends and pleased to be learning face 
to face once again, where he can focus more easily than at home. We hope, and pray, for continued 
energy and wisdom for all staff over the next few weeks as the pupils settle back into school routines. 
Even more, we hope there is great joy in having the school full once again.” 

“What a comfortable, easy careers interview which was made this way due to the lovely Mrs 

McCahill. Thankyou for your time in these strange situations. Fantastic way of doing careers 

interviews.” 

“I just wanted to thank you and the team for your ongoing support encouragement and positivity 
towards the year 11s. It has been a great comfort for Jake and Libby to have the information the 
school has provided, the video messages from Jonny Baker and the daily video chats with tutors. 
 
It has been an extremely pressurised year in many ways for them, but your support has made things 
manageable. So thank you and the school for continuing to support xxx and xxx during their final few 
months at St Peter's. 
 
God bless and thanks again!” 
 
“Just wanted to say how fantastic St Peters’ dealing with this entire situation is, I don’t envy you - it 
must be incredibly hard keeping everyone safe … so thank you. I appreciate we as parents need to do 
our bit, but I can’t imagine the pressure that has been on the School in trying to keep everyone 
happy, educated and safe during the pandemic. The welfare calls were amazing, it’s good to feel 
supported especially in such difficult times! 
  



I’m sure there are many people who would criticise or change things, but in my opinion St Peters 
have been absolutely brilliant in managing the situation - and I really don’t think you could have done 
more! 
  
Just thought some nice feedback may also be appreciated (I’m sure you get enough emails with 
people moaning! :-) )” 
 
“Thank you all once again for your fantastic response to all the obstacles put in place during these 

crazy times. You're all absolute stars!” 

 
“Thank you again for clear and concise communication. I fully support the phased return of students. 
Thank you.” 
 

 


