
Report on DELL Tribe Legacy Pizza Oven 
  
So… 
We began the pizza oven build in the winter before Covid – each year group (years 7 and 8) had a full 
day building the plinth.  We took photos of this event. 
Two weeks ago, we (Y7, 8 and 9) completed the next stages which involved the building of the hazel 
basket which sits upside down on top of the plinth and acts as a temporary mould for the cob.  The 
cob making involves mud, sand and clay and lots of feet squishing it all together – a huge amount of 
fun was had! Students also had the opportunity to be part of digging holes, cutting pillars for the 
shelter above the oven and filling the holes in again.  Activities were on a rotation so students had 
access to a broad range of experiences.  Photos and short videos again documented the day.  We 
have one final day this coming Thursday where Y8 will complete the outside of the oven. 
  
From there, we will need to wait 4 weeks + for the structure to dry and then have a launch party 
with students and possibly parents invited to see the first firing of the oven.  
  
The PTA’s contribution – much appreciated – will be towards the cost of materials for the build. 
  
A big part of this process is ensuring students have time and support for meaningful, high quality 
reflection both on the practical side of things but also their own personal development.  Back in the 
classroom (as well as within conversations during the work), we use the school Character Compass 
to ask about e.g. challenging times, time when they collaborated well, moments they were most 
proud of. 
  
A couple of examples from reflection sheets: 
  
‘I really did not want to move the compost because I was really tired but I tried it anyway.’ 
‘The biggest challenge was probably chopping up straw with the axe as it kept getting stuck.  My 
friend helped.’ 
‘The thing I have learned about myself is probably how to go on camera because you do need a lot 
of courage.’ 
‘I can do things I thought I couldn’t.’ 
‘A great challenge was getting to do stuff that I would never do and making the team work together’ 
  
  
I hope this gives you a great insight into our work so far – do let me know if you need more. 
  
Many thanks for your support. 
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