
  



 

  



 

 

 

We are pleased to introduce you to this year’s options booklet which contains an overview of the Guided 

Options process and outlines courses offered in years 9, 10 and 11.  

The curriculum has been designed to give you the best possible chance of success no matter what your 

strengths are, and enable you to achieve your ambitions and meet your potential.  It is broad and balanced 

and will provide the basis for future progression.  

Up until now the subjects you have followed have been chosen for you.  This is now changing and you have 

some choice about what you will study from Year 9 onwards.  The choices include subjects you have taken 

before but there will also be some new subjects available.  

The deadline for you to have made your decision about your option choices is Thursday 3 February. Over the 

next few weeks there will be opportunities for you to find out information about the curriculum for years 9, 

10 and 11. When making your choices consider your ability, interest/motivation and any ideas you have 

about your future education and career.  Read the information in this booklet carefully to help you with this 

and discuss your choices with your parents, teachers, older students and others before making your final 

decision. 

 

 

 
Tuesday 7th December 2021 
6.00 - 7.00pm 

Curriculum/Options Introduction Evening 
 
 

Thursday 13th January 2022 
 

Careers Fair 3.30 – 6.30pm 
Subject Evening 4.00 – 6.00pm 
Opportunity to speak to staff about option subjects. 
 

Wednesday 19th January 2022 
3.35 – 6.35pm 

Parent/Subject/Tutor Progress Evening 
Opportunity to speak to staff about current progress and 
suitability for option subjects. 

Week Beginning Monday 24th January 
2022 

Options Interviews – Advice and Guidance with SLT/Head of 
Year 
Options forms will be available to fill in online. 

Thursday 3rd February 2022 Options Choice Deadline 
Completed choices to be submitted. 
 

April 2022 Processing and Confirming Options  
 
 

Summer Term 2022 Options Offer  
A letter will be sent out confirming the Options offer for Year 9. 
 

 

 

 



 

 
All students will study the Core Subjects which are compulsory. These are: 
 

English Language  

English Language  

Mathematics 

Separate Science  

Religious Education 

Core PE 

 

 

 

In addition to the Core Subjects studied you have three option choices which are as follows: 
 

Option 1 

You must choose one subject from History, Geography, Computing or a Modern Foreign Language as listed 

below: 

History 

Geography 

Computing 

French 

Spanish 

 

Options 2 and 3 

You must also choose two subjects from those listed below: 

Design Technology French Media 

Drama Geography Music 

Fine Art Graphic Design Photography 

Food and Nutrition History PE 

Computing Maths - FSMQ Spanish 

Digital IT BTEC Maths - Statistics Vocational Award in Engineering 

 
Please note: 

• In order to opt for Computing as Option 1 there is an expectation that you are working at a Maths grade 6. In addition, 
Subject leaders will use their professional judgement and knowledge of your learning to advise and guide on course 
suitability. 

• If opting for Computing/Digital IT as Option 2 or 3, staff in these departments will use their professional judgement and 
knowledge of your learning to advise which course is the most appropriate. 

• If opting for a Modern Foreign Language, it must be the one you have studied throughout Year 7 and 8. 
 

• You cannot opt for both Fine Art and Graphics. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Important Decisions 
Choosing the subjects you want to study in Years 9, 10 and 11 takes time and needs careful thought. Your 
parents, your tutor, your teachers, your friends, careers advisors and others will all help you with your 
decisions. 
 

You will need to do some research and we can help you with that. Our advice when considering your 
subject choice is to choose subjects that: 
 
• You are most likely to work enthusiastically in, perform best in and succeed at. 
• You think you will enjoy and you feel you are good at. 
• Provide a balance and variety. By keeping a balance at this stage, you will not close off future options. 
• You may need for your future education and/or career path. 
 

If you want to find out more about careers, contact our careers coordinator Mrs Huggett 
(MHuggett@spexe.org), she will be able to advise you. 
 

 
 

SOME DOs and DON’Ts   
 
• Do talk to parents, subject teachers, your form tutor, Head of Year, older students, careers staff—they 
are all here to help. 
• Do read the subject details in this booklet carefully and ask if you need to know more. 
• Do opt for a balanced choice of subjects to keep open future careers and study options. 
• Do choose subjects you enjoy. 
 

 
• Don’t choose a subject just because you like a particular teacher or avoid a subject because you 
   dislike a teacher (you may well have a different teacher next year). 
• Don’t choose a subject because your friends are choosing it. You are deciding about your future and 
   they may not be in the same group as you. 

•  Don’t choose a subject because you think it is an easy choice. 
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| English Language & Literature (2 GCSEs)  
 

Miss K. Hamilton  

 

Students will study English Language and English Literature GCSE, receiving two separate qualifications at 
the end of the course. We are studying the AQA syllabus. A key aspect to students succeeding in these new 
GCSEs will be that they develop a habit for reading widely and often.  
 

Reading  

Over the course students will:  

• Read a wide range of texts from 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. All examination texts will be unseen 
extracts. 

• Read critically, evaluate texts, explore underlying purposes of texts, identify bias and misuse of 
evidence, make comparisons between texts, reflect critically on texts using context and wider reading 
and support points by referring to evidence within texts.  

• Summarise, synthesise and compare information and ideas from texts and identify main themes 
within texts.  

• Evaluate a writer’s craft, explain and illustrate how the writer’s choices of vocabulary, grammar and 
structure create impact and use literary terminology to comment on details within a text.  

 
Writing  
 
Over the course students will:  

• Write clear and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences.  

• Craft language and make effective choices about form, structure and organisation to create 
imaginative and creative texts.  

• Write for impact by selecting, organising and emphasising facts, ideas and key points through 
creative use of language and linguistic features.  

 

EXAMINATION  

Paper 1: explorations in Creative Reading and Writing  
- Section A: Reading (one literature fiction text – unseen text)  
- Section B: Writing (descriptive of narrative writing)  

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives  
- Section A: Reading (one non-fiction and one literary non-fiction text – all unseen texts)  
- Section B: Writing (writing to present a viewpoint) 

 
 

NON-EXAMINATION (Speaking Language Endorsement)  
 
Assessment of Speaking and Listening will be:  
- Presenting in a formal context  
- Responding to questions and feedback  
- Using spoken standard English in speeches and presentations 
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Reading  
Over the course students will:  
 

• Read a wide range of classical literature and make connections across their reading. These texts will 
include:  

 
- A Shakespeare Play  
- A 19th Century Novel  
- A Modern Text  
- Poetry (past and present – in an anthology)  
- Unseen Poetry  

 
• Read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to explain their understanding in depth, 

exploring details of language, plot, characterisation, the relationship between actions and events as well 
as exploring what is explicitly stated and what is implied within a text.  

• Write critically and accurately about their reading, using Standard English and a wide vocabulary, 
including literary and grammatical terminology in order to criticise, evaluate and analyse what they read.  

• Understand the importance of social, historical and cultural context to inform evaluation and make an 
informed personal response based on analysis of texts.  

• Compare and contrast texts studied, referring where relevant to theme, characterisation, context and 
literary style.  

 
 

EXAMINATION  

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel  
Paper 2: Modern Text and Poetry (anthology studied poems and unseen poems) 
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Mr D.Wilson  

 

GCSE (9-1) Mathematics  

NB This is a brand new examination with first accreditation in Summer 2017  
All students continue with Mathematics throughout years 9, 10 and 11. Students who are placed in sets 1 
and 2 at the end of year 8 will be following the Higher course, students following the Higher course from set 3 
will be decided on a student by student basis and those finishing year 8 in set 4 will be following the 
Foundation course. Taking the new GCSE Mathematics will allow for greater breadth of study, and the 
development of more skills and subject knowledge at a deeper level. The volume of subject content has 
increased and the demand of that content is increasing too, with harder topics being introduced compared to 
the current linear GCSE in Mathematics.  
 

AIMS OF THE Mathematics GCSE  
This qualification is a single extended GCSE which has broader and deeper content than the current linear 
GCSE.  
The aims of this qualification are to provide evidence of students’ achievements against demanding and 
fulfilling content, to give students the confidence that the mathematical skill, knowledge and understanding 
that they will have acquired during the course of their study are as good as that of the highest performing 
jurisdictions in the world. The qualification aims to provide a strong foundation for further academic and 
vocational study and for employment, to give students the appropriate mathematical skills, knowledge and 
understanding to help them progress to a full range of courses in further and higher education. This includes 
Level 3 mathematics courses as well as Level 3 and undergraduate courses in other disciplines such as 
biology, geography and psychology, where the understanding and application of mathematics is crucial.  
 

Students will  
• develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts  
• acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems  
• reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions  
• comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms  

 

SKILLS  
This qualification gives students the opportunity to develop the following skills:  

• applying standard mathematical techniques  
• reasoning, interpreting and communicating mathematically  
• solving non-routine problems in mathematical and non-mathematical contexts  

 

CONTENT HEADINGS  
1.     Number  
2.     Algebra  
3.     Ratio, proportion and rates of change  
4.     Geometry and Measures  
5.     Probability 
6.     Statistics 
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EXAMINATION – Edexcel GCSE Mathematics (9-1)  
Candidates are entered for one of two tiers. The levels available for each tier are as follows:  

Tier     Levels available 
Foundation    1-5  
Higher    4-9  

 
Students who fall slightly below the grade 4 boundary on Higher tier may be awarded a grade 3.  
Ofqual have defined ‘anchor points’ that provide broad alignments between the old A*-G and the new 9-1 
grading systems  
 
Foundation  

1  2  lower 3  upper 3  4  5  
approximately equivalent to  

G/F  E  D-  D+  C  C/B  
 
    Higher  

4  5  6  7  8  9  
approximately equivalent to  

C  C/B  B  A  A/A*  A/A*  
   

Each exam consists of 3 papers:  

Paper 1 non-calculator 1hour and 30mins 80 marks  

Paper 2 calculator 1 hour and 30mins 80 marks  

Paper 3 calculator 1 hour and 30mins 80 marks  

 

Details of the syllabus for this qualification can be found on the school website  
select maths learning area > students > scheme of work > KS4 SOW > GCSE (9-1)  
Further information about the GCSE can also be found on the Edexcel website  
www.edexcel.com/gcsemaths2015guide  
 

 

Calculators are required in two of the three exams. It is therefore necessary for all students to have a 
calculator; this MUST be of the scientific type. Students may purchase these from school or, if they wish to 
purchase them themselves, they will be advised on suitable types by their mathematics teachers. Students 
will need to have access to their own calculator throughout the course. Students also need to have the 
following mathematical equipment for the duration of the course: ruler, pair of compasses, blue or black pen, 
pencil and a protractor.
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 Mr G. Pounds 

The course  
• encourages students to explore explaining, theorising and modelling in science 
• encourages students to develop a critical approach to scientific evidence 
• is suitable as a basis for further study of science.  
• encourages students to develop scientific practical skills  

CONTENT  

• Cell biology  
• Organisation  
• Infection and response  
• Bioenergetics  
• Homeostasis and response  
• Inheritance, variation and evolution  
• Ecology  
 
Teaching and learning of “How Science Works” is integrated into these topics. Students will carry out 16 key 
required practical activities that will be set by the Exam Board.  

(A detailed copy of the course content can be found at www.aqa.org.uk)  

100% Examination in May/June Year 11  
2 x 1 hour 45 min exam  
Total 3.5 hours of Exams for Biology  
(Total 10.5 hours of Exams for Science)  

This course will enable students to move on to AS/A level Biology or an AS in Science for Public 
Understanding at Key Stage 5.  
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 Mr G. Pounds  

 Mr G. Pounds  

The course  

• encourages students to explore explaining, theorising and modelling in science  

• encourages students to develop a critical approach to scientific evidence  

• is suitable as a basis for further study of science  

• encourages students to develop scientific practical skills  
 
 
CONTENT  

• Atomic structure and the periodic table  

• Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter  

• Quantitative chemistry  

• Chemical changes  

• Energy changes  

• The rate and extent of chemical change  

• Organic chemistry  

• Chemical analysis  

• Chemistry of the atmosphere  

• Using resources  
 
 
 
Teaching and learning of “How Science Works” is integrated into these topics. Students will carry 
out 16 key required practical activities that will be set by the Exam Board.  
(A detailed copy of the course content can be found at www.aqa.org.uk)  

100% Examination in May/June Year 11  
2 x 1 hour 45 min exam  
Total 3.5 hours of Exams for Chemistry  
(Total 10.5 hours of Exams for Science)  

This course will enable students to move on to AS/A level Chemistry or an AS in Science for Public 
Understanding at Key Stage 5 
 

| Separate 3 GCSEs 



 

 

 
 
 

: Mr G. Pounds 

: Mr G. Pounds 

The Course  
• encourages students to explore explaining, theorising and modelling in science 
• encourages students to develop a critical approach to scientific evidence 
• is suitable as a basis for further study of science.  
• encourages students to develop scientific practical skills  

CONTENT  

• Forces  
• Energy  
• Waves  
• Electricity  
• Magnetism and electromagnetism  
• Particle model of matter  
• Atomic structure  
• Space physics (physics only)  

 
Teaching and learning of “How Science Works” is integrated into these topics. Students will carry out 
16 key required practical activities that will be set by the Exam Board.  

(A detailed copy of the course content can be found at www.aqa.org.uk)  

100% Examination in May/June Year 11  
2 x 1 hour 45 min exam  
Total 3.5 hours of Exams for Physics  
(Total 10.5 hours of Exams for Science)  

This course will enable students to move on to AS/A level Physics or an AS in Science for Public  
Understanding at Key Stage 5  
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: Mrs K. Keatley 

 

The course is a highly stimulating and respected course of study. You will be allowed to deepen your 
knowledge and understanding of religion by exploring the significance and impact of the beliefs and 
practises of Christianity and Islam. Also by exploring the significance and impact of Christian belief on a 
variety of sensitive and thought provoking ethical and philosophical issues. You will be encouraged to 
express personal opinions, challenge misconceptions and interact with highly relevant and worthwhile 
issues whilst gaining an appreciation of different religious perspectives and opinions.  
 

All students follow the Full GCSE Religious Studies based on AQA Specification A for exams beginning 
in the summer of 2018 onwards. This includes 2 components: 
 

Christianity  
Beliefs and teachings  
Key beliefs  
The nature of God  
Creation  
Beliefs about the afterlife and their importance  
 

Jesus Christ and salvation  
Beliefs and teachings about:  
The incarnation and Jesus the son of God  
The crucifixion, resurrection and ascension  
Sin and the means of salvation, including law, grace and spirit  
The role of Christ in salvation including the idea of atonement  
 

Practices  
Worship and festivals  
Different forms of worship  
Prayer and its significance  
The role and significance of the sacraments: baptism and communion  
The role and importance of Christian pilgrimage eg Lourdes and Iona and celebrations eg Christmas and 
Easter  
 

The role of the church in the local and worldwide community  
The role of the church in the local community including food banks and street pastors  
The place of mission evangelism and church growth  
The importance of the worldwide church including working for reconciliation and responding to 

persecution 
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The work of CAFOD, Tearfund or Christian Aid 

Islam  

Beliefs and teachings  
Key beliefs 
The six articles of faith in Sunni Islam and the five roots of ‘Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam 
The Oneness of God (Tawhid) 
The nature of God 
Angels including Jibril and Mika’il 
Predestination (al-Qads) and human freedom and its relationship to the Day of Judgement 
Life after death (Akhirah), human responsibility and accountability, resurrection, heaven and 
Hell  
 

Authority  

Prophethood (Risalah) including the role and importance of Adam, Ibrahim and Muhammad 
The holy books: Qur’an revelation and authority; the Torah, the Psalms, the gospel, the scrolls 
of Abraham and their authority.  
 

Practices  

Worship  

The five pillars of Sunni Islam and the Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’a Islam 
Shahadah and Salah  
 

Duties and festivals  
Sawm, Zakah, Hajj and Jihad 
Festivals and commemorations: origins and meanings of Id-ul-Adha, Id-ul-Fitr and Ashura  
 

 

Religious, philosophical and ethical studies  
 

Religion and life 
The origins of the world, the environment and animal rights 
Abortion, euthanasia, death and the afterlife 
 

Religion, peace and conflict 
Religion, violence, terrorism and war 
Religion and belief in 21st century conflict  
 

Religion, crime and punishment 
Religion, crime and the causes of crime  
Religion and punishment 
 

Religion, human rights and social justice
Human rights 
Wealth and poverty
 



 

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief 50%  

 

AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence 50%  

 

2 exam papers sat in the final year of study: each 1 hour 45 minutes, each 96 marks plus 5 marks SPAG 
total for each of the two papers is 101 marks  

 

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practises Each religion is marked out of 48 with 
two five-part questions of 1,2,4,5 and 6 marks plus one 12 mark question  

 

Component 2: Thematic studies Each of the four themes has one five-part question of 1,2,4,5 and 12 marks. 
Each theme is marked out of 24  
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: Mr P. Ruff  

• To develop the ability to plan, perform and evaluate physical activities as a foundation for a healthy 
lifestyle  

• To develop the ability to plan, perform and evaluate physical activities for present and future 
enjoyment as recreational pursuits and/or possible careers  

 

Students will choose one of two pathways to follow in year 10 and 11. Examples of the types of sport in each 
pathway are shown below although these are subject to change:  

Individual sport pathway

Football Badminton 

Rounders * Squash 

Rugby/Netball Tennis 

Hockey Athletics 

Cricket Climbing 

Volleyball *Golf 

Handball Rounders 

Ultimate Frisbee Trail running 

Sport science Sport science 

Basketball Trampolining 

 

                                           * Subject to availability of outside facilities 

 

In year 11 students will have a chance to choose a different pathway to what they chose in year 10 
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Miss M Dawson 

In September 2017 St. Peter’s boldly launched a new character based curriculum called “VIP” (Values in 
Practice). The programme is currently being rolled out with all year groups receiving 1 hour per fortnight by 
2021/2022. Since this decision was made new statutory requirements have been put in place for RSE and 
Health Education which must be delivered from September 2020. 

 

The VIP curriculum meets the needs of St. Peter’s students, delivers all statutory PSHE and Citizenship 
Education and, does so through the lens of our ethos. The religious background of pupils has been taken into 
account when planning teaching and topics are appropriately handled. 

 

In Years 7&8, students covered the following topics:  

Personal Values / assertive communication in relationships                                           
Transition to Secondary School 
Role models         
Planning an enterprise project       
Learning skills 
Diversity / Prejudice / Bullying 
Self – Esteem / Friendship 
Managing Change 
Diet / Exercise / Healthy Choices 
Promoting self-esteem and coping with stress 
Mental health – talking stigma 
Dieting Lifestyle balance / unhealthy coping strategies 
Social Media / Identity 
 
In Years 9,10&11, students will work on: 

Managing relationships and Challenges 
Romance 
Peer pressure 
Family conflict 
Learning and revision skills 
Work Experience 
College application process 
Social media 
Violence/Gang culture/Knife crime 
Sexual relationships 
Fundamental British Values 
Drugs/Performance enhancing supplements 
Extremism/Radicalisation 
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Assessment 

Assessment is central to the VIP programme just as it is in any other subject.  Assessment refers to gauging 

what has been learned and what still needs to be learnt.  Assessment in VIP education is important because: 

It is important for students to have opportunities to reflect on their learning 

Assessment increases student’s motivation and improves learning  

The Department for education (DfE) states in the statutory guidance for Relationships and Sex Education 

that, “schools should have the same high expectations of the quality of pupils’ work in these subjects as for 

other curriculum areas”  

At St Peters’ we use: 

1. A baseline assessment before starting a new piece of learning 

2. Build assessment for learning into the lesson to gauge understanding, adapt teaching strategies, 

promote and maximise learning. 

3. At the end of the ‘piece of learning’, we measure learning from the starting point, Assessment of 

Learning.  

Additional ideas for endpoint activities to demonstrate learning: 

• Presentations 

• Leading a discussion or other learning activity 

• Giving advice to characters in a specific situation e.g. Agony Aunt responses 

• Producing a podcast 

FUTURE LINKS 

VIP programme links to: 

Careers Education  

Work Experience 

Religious Education 

Maths 

Geography 

English 

PE 

 

Further Education 

PSHE is continued through further education at college and/or 6th Form schools. 

PROGRESSION 

On completion of their programme of study in VIP, students have many avenues opened to them.  This 

subject helps students to develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to play an effective role in their local, 

national and global communities.  By critically examining issues relating to Democracy, Identity and Diversity, 

Social Justice and Human Rights.   From a different range of perspectives, students learn to form their own 

opinion, to speak out and take action that is important to them. 

Students who are interested in further studies in Politics, Humanities, Philosophy and other social sciences 

leave St Peters with a good set of skills to pursue these subjects through our curriculum. 
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 Mrs M Littlejohn 

 

 
The Fine Art course is an exciting and rewarding option which encourages an adventurous and self-
motivated approach to Art and Design. Successful students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of 
past and contemporary Art and Design practise and be able to produce a personal response that embraces a 
range of creative, technical and skilful ideas.  
 
The course requires the development of practical artistic skills through sustained investigations, but also 
critical and contextual analysis. It is important that St Peter’s students have a commitment to and love of, the 
subject and feel motivated to develop visual skills and express their own ideas. This is achieved through 
painting and drawing, printmaking, ceramics, sculpture, photography and mixed media. The coursework 
covers a range of activities and in-depth assignments. The main aim of the unit is to develop student’s visual 
language skills and build confidence and a personal portfolio of work responding to set themes.  
 
This course is suitable for students who are:  
 

• Keen to develop their visual skills;  
• Creative, enthusiastic, and imaginative;  
• Able to sustain an investigation;  
• Able to enjoy visits to galleries, museums, workshops and studios;  
• Keen to experiment and take risks in their work;  
• Able to review their progress and make improvements responding to feedback.  

 

 
UNIT 1 PORTFOLIO OF WORK 60%   
UNIT 2 EXTERNALLY-SET TASK 40%  
Within each unit, there are four assessment objectives (AOs) that are used to determine your grade:  
AO1 DEVELOP ideas responding to art sources 
AO2 REFINE ideas through media & technical experimentation 
AO3 RECORD observations, ideas and experiences 
AO4 PRESENT a personal informed and meaningful response 
 

 
On completion of the GCSE Fine Art course, students have many options open to them. This may be 
continuing at A level or an equivalent course such as BTEC. This can then lead to an Arts foundation or a BA 
(Hons) in any Art or Design discipline. Alternatively, students may enter training and/or careers in art related 
vocations. Whatever the pathway the possibilities are truly endless. A good grade in an arts subject is also 
highly valued by higher education courses and universities, demonstrating an individual who thinks creatively 
and has the ability to work with greater independence. 
 
Official Qualification Title: GCSE Fine Art  
Examination Board: AQA  
For further information please see Mrs Littlejohn, Art Department   
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Mrs L Webb 

UNIT  CONTENT  ASSESSMENT TYPE  

 
UNIT 01 

Computer systems 

 
Candidates answer all 

questions.  
Question paper that includes a 

mixture of short and long 
answer questions.  

 
Written paper  

1 hour 30 mins  
80 marks  

50% of the qualification  

UNIT 02 
Computational thinking, 

algorithms 
and programming 

Candidates answer all 
questions. 

Question paper that includes a 
mixture of short and long 

answer questions, some of 
which will require candidates 

to write program code.  

Written paper 
1 hour 30 mins 

80 marks 
50% of the qualification 

Programming  Candidates must complete 20 
hours of programming during 

the course 

 

 

 
This component will introduce learners to the context through the study of the ethical, legal, Central 
Processing Unit (CPU), computer cultural and environmental concerns memory and storage, wired and 
wireless associated with Computer Science. It is networks, network topologies, system expected that 
learners will draw on this security and system software. It is expected that learners will become familiar with 
the Programming Project component (03). Topics covered are:  

• Systems Architecture  

• Memory and storage 

• Computer networks, connections and protocols  

• Network security  

• System software  

• Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental impacts of digital technology  
 
 
 

This component incorporates and builds on the knowledge and understanding gained in Component 01, 
encouraging learners to apply this knowledge and understanding using computational thinking. Learners will 
be introduced to algorithms and programming, learning about programming techniques, how to produce 
robust programs, computational logic, translators and facilities of computing languages and data 
representation. It is expected that learners will draw on this underpinning content when completing the 
Programming Project component (03).  
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Topics covered are:  

• Algorithms  

• Programming fundamentals  

• Producing robust programs  

• Boolean logic  

• Programming languages and Integrated Development Environments 
 

Although this is not part of the final assessment grading it links heavily to paper 1 and 2 and is 
fundamental to the course. 
 

Learners will need to create suitable algorithms to complete questions which may be on both papers. 

 

This process will allow learners to demonstrate the key elements of computational thinking:  

• Thinking abstractly– removing unnecessary detail  

• Thinking ahead - identifying preconditions and inputs and outputs  

• Thinking procedurally - identifying components of problems and solutions  

• Thinking logically - predicting and analysing problems  

• Thinking concurrently - spotting and using similarities.  
 



 
 
 
This specification for GCSE (9–1) Drama gives students the opportunity to explore the subject from a range of 
perspectives by devising their own, original work; by bringing to life the work of a playwright; as theatre 
reviewers, developing their own thoughts on what makes drama and theatre successful; and as creative artists 
building and bringing a character to life through exploration and rehearsal.  

: Ms B. Vallis  

Students can choose to be assessed as a performer or designer, in the non-exam components. This means 
that students have the choice to complete the course as a performer, as designer or through a combination of 
both roles.  

The designer option (lighting; sound; set; costume) has its own marking criteria and specification requirements, 
ensuring students are well supported in taking these options, and are credited for the individual skills needed 
for each discipline.  

The qualification is made up of three components. There are two non-exam assessments (60% of them 
overall qualification) and one exam assessment (40% of the overall qualification). Theory and practical work 
will be integrated throughout the course and all texts studied should be explored practically.  

________________________________________________________________________  

Component 1 - Devising Drama 60 marks  
Students will create a devised performance in groups. They will be able to select a starting point from a range 
of stimuli provided by the exam board.  

You can be a performer or designer in this component.  

Performances will be between 5 and 15 minutes, depending on the size of the group.  
All performances will be supported by a portfolio which is evidence of the students’ devising process and can 
be a made up of a combination of writing, images, observation notes and artefacts.  
This can also be prepared and presented as a vlog or as filmed extracts instead of being written down.   

40 marks: For the evidence in the portfolio  
20 marks: For the final performance.  
____________________________________________________________________  

Component 2 - Text Performance 60 marks  

Students will study a text chosen by the centre.  
Students will take a part in two performances of two extracts from the text. They can work as a performer or 
designer in this component. 
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Performance lengths will vary according to the size of the group. In this unit students can work individually, 
or in a group of up to 6. The time range is between 2 and 15 minutes, depending on the size of the group.  

Students must present at least one performance as part of a group.  
Students will be required to produce an accompanying concept document which outlines their intentions for 
the performance.  

20 marks: Interpretation of the text and creating an intention for performance  
40 marks: For the demonstration of the chosen theatrical skill in the final performances.  

The exam component will be assessed at the end of the qualification and will be 1 hour and 30  
minutes in length. Students will have to complete two compulsory sections.  

Students will be asked about preparing and performing a text. They will draw on the experience of studying 
a whole text during the course from a list set by the exam board.  
The questions will focus on the process of creating and developing a performance, working as a director, 
performer and designer, as well as the performance of a character from the text.  

This section asks the students to review a performance they have seen on their course.  
They will be primarily assessed on their ability to analyse and evaluate, but will also be marked on their 
accurate use of subject specific terminology.  

There are four key assessment objectives for the qualification that assess candidates at different points of 
the creative process:  

• When creating and rehearsing;  

• When reflecting on how meaning has been communicated on stage;  

• When demonstrating their theatrical skill in performance;  

• When evaluating their own work or the work of others.  
 

• AO1: Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical performance (20%)  

• AO3: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and              
performed (30%)  

• AO2: Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance (30%)  

• AO4: Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others (20%) 
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TEACHER RESPONSIBLE FOR COURSE : Mr S. Gilham  

We consider Design and Technology to be at the heart of the curriculum where pupils can bring together and 
apply all their learning experiences in a practical setting. While you’re weighing up your options, take a 
minute to consider just what you might gain if you choose Design and Technology.  

 

 
What is GCSE Design and Technology all about?  
 
The course is all about:  

• Drawing on knowledge and understanding from across the curriculum, particularly maths and      
science, and applying this in practical ways to real-life situations  

• Providing unique opportunities to analyse products and their impact on society and raise awareness 
and understanding of the technological issues faced today  

• Offering opportunities to develop as thinkers, planners, inventors and communicators  

• Giving you the confidence to live, work and contribute in our technological world  
 
Will I enjoy the course?  

 
You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that offers:  

• creativity, independent learning, innovation, presentation and making skills  

• creation of effective workable solutions by resolving conflicting demands  

• an incredible feeling of achievement from designing and manufacturing something that can make a 
real difference  

• developing precisely those skills which employers are crying out for through a subject which is 
relevant, practical, rigorous and highly motivating  

 
Aims of the course?  

 
• Enjoy turning ideas into reality  

• Strive for successful outcomes  

• Be creative and develop thinking skills  

• Work independently and develop self-esteem  

• Develop attitudes of curiosity, enquiry, initiative, ingenuity, resourcefulness  
 

GCSE Design & Technology (running from September 2017)  

 
The syllabus runs across year 9, 10 and 11 and focuses on the following skills:  

 
Practical skills, theoretical knowledge, drawing skills, designing skills, modelling skills and ICT skills. The 
delivery of practical skills will be through focused practical tasks, where the students learn the hands-on skills 
which underpin the course. For the controlled assessment part of the course, students undertake a single 
design and make activity from a range of tasks set by the exam board. Creativity and sustainability are 
encouraged and new technologies such as smart and nano materials all feature in the latest specification.  

 
The AQA Design & Technology final assessment consists of 30 – 35 hours of non-exam assessment (50% of 

GCSE) and culminates with a written 2 hour exam paper (50% of GCSE). 
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: Mr A. Green 

We consider Design and Technology to be at the heart of the curriculum where pupils can bring together and 
apply all their learning experiences in a practical setting. While you’re weighing up your options, take a 
minute to consider just what you might gain if you choose Design and Technology.  

These courses are all about:  

• Drawing on knowledge and understanding from across the curriculum, particularly maths and   
science, and applying this in practical ways to real-life situations  

• Providing unique opportunities to analyse products and their impact on society and raise awareness 
and understanding of the technological issues faced today  

• Offering opportunities to develop as thinkers, planners, inventors and communicators  

• Giving you the confidence to live, work and contribute in our technological world  
 
Will I enjoy these courses?  

You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that offers:  

• creativity, independent learning, innovation, presentation and making skills  

• creation of effective workable solutions by resolving conflicting demands 

• an incredible feeling of achievement from designing and manufacturing something that can make a 
real difference 

• developing precisely those skills which employers are crying out for through a subject which is 
relevant, practical, rigorous and highly motivating  

 
Aims of the courses?  

• Enjoy turning ideas into reality  

• Strive for successful outcomes  

• Be creative and develop thinking skills  

• Work independently and develop self-esteem  

• Develop attitudes of curiosity, enquiry, initiative, ingenuity, resourcefulness  
 
 

This is an enjoyable and useful subject for all students who love food, its place and function in the world and 
how our bodies use it. Many of the topics we cover are about current issues related to our diet and health, 
but, we also put emphasis on teaching practical and functional cooking techniques. The course we offer has 
a fast pace and is rigorous in content therefore we expect our students to keep up to date and work hard.  
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What will I do/learn?  

Develop an understanding of food science & the functional properties of food  

• Gain a greater understanding of nutrition, diet and its relation to good physical and psychological 
health.  

• Develop a range of transferable life skills such as independent working, team work, problem  
solving and reflecting.  

• Strong links with other core subjects e.g. English, Maths & Science, Geography, P.E, Beliefs and 
values, Citizenship & D&T; building a strong platform for a range of future careers.  

 
Learn practical high level cookery skills.  

• Work with varied and interesting ingredients to create diverse, well presented and tasty dishes. 

• Gain an understanding of the impact of food choices and food production in the wider world: 
economic, environmental and social/cultural.  

• Learn about food function, handling and food safety.  
 
 

There will be one written exam on the Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition of 1 hour 45 min in 
length worth 50% of final mark.  

There are also 2 controlled assessments which will count towards your final grade, worth 50% of the 
final mark:  

1. Food Investigation 
 
A scientific food investigation which will assess the learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding in 
relation to scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food.  

2. Food Preparation  
 
Prepare, cook and present a menu which assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding in 
relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food.  

What will be expected of me?  
 

To work hard and to try.  You don’t have to be unbelievable smart to study a GCSE but you do 
need to have the motivation and commitment to make sure the three year investment in your is 
worthwhile, your effort is all we ask for. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

| GCSE 



 

: Mrs R. Kenshole 

Why is Geography useful? Because it is relevant, stimulating and interesting!  

“More than ever we need geographical skills to help us learn about our planet - how we use it and how we 
abuse it.” Michael Palin  

The Geography course will interest students who care about the world they live in and what is happening 
now – both in our local area and to the whole planet. You will have to think carefully about how we should 
look after our world and consider your viewpoints on many current issues. We live on a planet with greatly 
differing standards of living depending on where we live. What should our attitude be towards those who are 
less well off than ourselves?  

We are also living in an age where we are using up resources and destroying the natural landscape at an 
ever-increasing rate. What should we do about it? The skills you develop will help you interpret information 
and make sense of what is going on in the world. Through your fieldwork and coursework you will become 
good at using maps, reading diagrams and understanding statistics, all valuable requirements for future 
employers.  

Full course students will be following the new AQA syllabus  
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse  

This exciting and relevant course studies geography in a balanced framework of physical and human themes 
and investigates the link between them. Students will travel the world from the classroom, exploring case 
studies in the United Kingdom (UK), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs). 
Topics of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the 
challenge of sustainable resource use. Students are also encouraged to understand their role in society, by 
considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes. Remember, Geography Rocks!  

We will continue to enhance the learning with excellent fieldwork opportunities. These could include visits to 
Exeter, Dawlish Warren, Cornwall and Bristol.  
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Method of Assessment  

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment  

• The challenges of natural hazards  

• Physical landscapes in the UK  

• The living world  

• Geographical skills  
 
How it’s assessed: Written exam  
1 hour 30 minutes / 88 marks (including 3 marks for spelling, punctuation, grammar and specialist 
terminology (SPGST)) / 35% of GCSE  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

• Urban issues and challenges  

• The changing economic world  

• The challenge of resource management  

• Geographical skills  
 
How it’s assessed: Written exam  
1 hour 30 minutes / 88 marks (including 3 marks for SPGST) / 35% of GCSE  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Issue evaluation  
Fieldwork  
Geographical skills  
 
How it’s assessed: Written exam  
1 hour 15 mins / 76 marks (including 6 marks for SPGST) / 30% of GCSE  
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: Mr Burt  

This course cannot be studied alongside GCSE Fine Art as the two courses discount one another.  

Graphic Design is the combination of text and image to communicate a specified idea or concept. Examples 
of Graphic Design are all around us and it is an essential part of our daily lives. Most of us don’t even notice 
it’s there. Imagine a world without newspapers, books, posters, signs, packaging, advertising, websites … 
the list is endless. Graphic Designers play a key role in making sure that information is communicated to 
people in increasingly interesting and creative ways.  

During the course you will be given design briefs that focus on the following areas of study. In addition you 
will learn how to use industry standard software to support the creation of your ideas. Graphic outcomes for 
this course therefore will be primarily computer based.  

Typography  
You will learn about the origins of Graphic Design and the art of creating and using typefaces and fonts 
throughout all of the coursework projects. This unit is a hands on practical introduction to type based and 
traditional letterpress printing techniques.  

Illustration  
An illustration can be any image used to aid communication of written text. This could be a digitally 
manipulated photograph, or a drawing or painting, or a computer generated image.  

Logo Design/Corporate ID  
Most organisations have a logo or identifiable ‘image’ by which we associate them with. In this unit you will 
learn how to create items such as logos, letterheads, business cards for real or imaginary organisations.  

Advertising  
In this unit you will learn the art of visual persuasion! You will learn how to create designs that communicate 
specific meanings to a target audience. This could involve the creation of posters, direct mail, magazine 
adverts, movie posters etc.  

Examination Board: AQA  Syllabus code: 8203/C & 8203/X  

Component 1 PORTFOLIO OF WORK 60%  
Component 2 EXTERNALLY-SET ASSIGNMENT 40%  

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.  
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes.  
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.  
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding 

of visual language. 
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: Mrs M. Wilkinson  

• To encourage an awareness of an interest in events that have shaped the modern World.  

• To develop an understanding of the nature of historical evidence, including documents, speeches, 
photographs, maps, statistical data, news extracts, narratives and text book summaries.  

• To develop the skills needed to extract information from a variety of evidence and the ability to 
analyse and organise this information. This will involve distinguishing between fact, opinion and 
judgement, detecting prejudice and being aware of inconsistencies.  

• To promote an understanding of the nature of cause and consequence, continuity and change, 
similarity and difference.  

• To develop the ability to empathise with individuals and societies in the past.  

• To stimulate an interest in current international affairs. 

The Period Study: America, 1920–1973: Opportunity and inequality 

• What was life like in the roaring twenties?  

• How did America survive the depression?  

• What was the Civil Rights Movement?  
 
The Wider World Study: Conflict and tension in Asia, 1950–1975  

• What was the impact of the Korean War?  

• Why did America get into Vietnam?  

• Why did the Americans pull out of Vietnam?  
 
The Thematic Study: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day  

• Why has there been progress in the health of the British people?  

• How and why has the pace and scale of medical development varied at different times?  

• What impact has medical progress had on people and society?  

• How and why have different factors been more important than others for individual medical 
developments?  

• What is the significance of key individuals or events in the history of medical development?  
 
The British Depth Study including the Historic Environment: Elizabethan England, c1568–1603  

• What problems did a female monarch face?  

• Was this really a “Golden Age” for all?  

• How did religious issues create problems for Elizabeth?  

• How did Elizabeth deal with opponents from home and abroad?  
 

– AQA GCSE History  

EXAMINATION: Single tier entry  

Paper 1 (2 hour examination): 50%: Understanding the Modern World (The Period and Wider World 
Study)  

Paper 2 (2 hour examination): 50%: Shaping the Nation (The Thematic and British Depth Study) 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
This course is only for students who are likely to achieve a Maths GCSE grade 7-9 

ADDITIONAL MATHS FSMQ & GCSE STATISTICS HIGHER TIER COMBINED COURSE  

: Mr D. Wilson  

This combined course complements and extends the Edexcel GCSE. It is suitable for students who 
are enthusiastic about Mathematics and have a thorough knowledge of the content of the Higher Tier 
of the National Curriculum for Mathematics. The Statistics element is based on good practice in 
statistics and provides a background for the study of statistics beyond GCSE. It pays particular 
emphasis on the theoretical, practice and applied nature of the subject. The Additional Maths 
element provides students with an introduction to Mathematics studied in the AS and A level GCE 
modules, and provides a Level 3 qualification.  

This course will encourage students to:  

• acquire knowledge and understanding of statistical techniques and concepts  

• solve statistical problems  

• develop an understanding of the importance and limitations of statistics  

• develop in their progression through statistics and other related disciplines  

• acquire an excellent preparation for AS level  

• appreciate the power and elegance of advanced mathematics  

• experience the directions in which the subject is developed post-GCSE  

• develop confidence in using mathematical skills in other areas of study  
 
 

• Planning and Collection of data  

• Processing, representing and analysing data  

• Probability  

• Algebra  

• Co-ordinate Geometry  

• Trigonometry  

• Calculus  
 
 

EXAMINATION – Edexcel GCSE in Statistics 1STO (Higher).  
 
The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level2 GCSE (9-1) in Statistics consists of two externally-examined 
papers. Both examinations are 1 hour and 30 minutes long and both worth 50% (80 marks).  
 
There is no longer a controlled assessment (coursework) element to this GCSE. 
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EXAMINATION – OCR FSMQ Free Standing Maths Qualification in Additional Mathematics 
6993  
There is one written 2 hour paper which accounts for 100% of the final assessment.  

Grades A – E available.  

There is no coursework or controlled assessment for this examination.  

This combined course is only suitable for those students who are likely to achieve a 9, 8 or 7 grade in 
GCSE Mathematics. Students will as a result of taking this course have the opportunity to achieve a 
GCSE in Statistics at the higher tier and a FSMQ at Level 3  

For further information on the GCSE Statistics specification please log onto the Edexcel Website at 
www. edexcel.com  

• Select the qualification tab  

• Select GCSE from 2017  

• Select subjects  

• Select Statistics and view specification  
 
For further information on the FSMQ Additional Maths specification please log onto the OCR website 
at www.ocr.org.uk  

• Select qualifications tab  

• Select Mathematics  

• Select Free Standing Maths Qualification  

• Select Additional Mathematics – 6993 and view specification 
 
 

| FSMQ & GCSE Statistics Combined 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/


GCSE STATISTICS 

: Mr D. Wilson  

GCSE Statistics (Studied at both Tiers) - This qualification develops skills that students will use in other 
subjects such as science and geography, and reinforces techniques needed for GCSE maths as well as 
supporting progression to A level subjects such as Maths, Science, Computing and Social Sciences. Real-life 
scenarios will capture their interest and give them an insight into the importance of statistics in the real world. 

The world is awash with data. It is estimated that 2.5×1018 bytes of data are created every day 

Economies increasingly are data dependent and use data-intensive technologies such as 
government, finance, manufacturing, health, education, media, banking, retail, science, sports,  
The ability to make sense of data is an essential skill for working life and full citizenship in a modern 
society.  GCSE Statistics develops key transferable skills which students take into their other 
studies and their wider lives 

This course will encourage students to:  

• acquire knowledge and understanding of statistical techniques and concepts  

• solve statistical problems  

• develop an understanding of the importance and limitations of statistics  

• develop in their progression through statistics and other related disciplines  

• acquire an excellent preparation for further study at A-Level   

• develop confidence in using mathematical skills in other areas of study. 
 
 

• Foundation Tier (GCSE Grades 5 – 1) 
UNIT 1: The collection of data 
UNIT 2: Processing, representing and analysing data  
UNIT 3: Summarising data: measures of central tendency and dispersion  
UNIT 4: Scatter diagrams and correlation 
UNIT 5: Time series analysis 
UNIT 6: Probability 
UNIT 7: Index numbers  
 

• Higher Tier (GCSE Grades 9 – 4) 
UNIT 1: The collection of data 
UNIT 2: Processing, representing and analysing data  
UNIT 3: Summarising data: measures of central tendency and dispersion  
UNIT 4: Scatter diagrams and correlation 
UNIT 5: Time series analysis 
UNIT 6: Probability 
UNIT 7: Index numbers 
UNIT 8: Probability distributions 
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EXAMINATION – Edexcel GCSE in Statistics 1STO (Higher).  
 
The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level2 GCSE (9-1) in Statistics consists of two externally-examined 
papers. Both examinations are 1 hour and 30 minutes long and both worth 50% (80 marks).  
 
There is no longer a controlled assessment (coursework) element to this GCSE. 

This statistics course is suitable for all students (but those students who are likely to achieve a 9, 8 or 
7 grade in GCSE Mathematics are encourages to follow the combined option with FSMQ). Whilst 
there is a level of cross over between the GCSE Mathematics and GCSE Statistics, the content will 
be developed further and some new statistical ideas will be covered. 

For further information on the GCSE Statistics specification please log onto the Edexcel Website at 
www. edexcel.com  

• Select the qualification tab  

• Select GCSE from 2017  

• Select subjects  

• Select Statistics and view specification  
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TEACHER RESPONSIBLE:  Mr M. Christopher 
 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE  
 
The Eduqas GCSE in Media Studies offers a broad, coherent and engaging course of study which 
enables learners to:  

• demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking, decision-making and analysis 

• acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of important media issues  

• develop appreciation and critical understanding of the media and their role both historically and 
currently in society, culture and politics  

• understand and apply specialist subject-specific terminology to analyse and compare media 
products and the contexts in which they are produced and consumed in order to make informed 
arguments, reach substantiated judgements and draw conclusions about media issues  

• appreciate how theoretical understanding supports practice and practice supports theoretical 
understanding  

• develop practical skills by providing opportunities for creative media production. 

 
CONTENT  

Learners study a range of media forms and analyse these using a theoretical framework which 
consists of media language, representation, media industries and audiences. The following forms 
are studied in depth through applying all areas of the framework: newspapers, television, music 
video and online, social and participatory media. Advertising and marketing, film, video games, 
radio and magazines are studied in relation to selected areas of the framework.  Learners will also 
produce a comprehensive piece of independent coursework in which they demonstrate their 
understating and the application of the theoretical framework. 
 
This qualification is linear which means that students will sit all their exams and submit all their non-
exam assessment at the end of the course. 

 
The Theoretical Framework: 
 

• Media language: how the media through their forms, codes and conventions communicate 
meanings.  

 

• Representation: how the media portray events, issues, individuals and social groups.  
 

• Media industries: how the media industries’ processes of production, distribution and 
circulation affect media forms and platforms.  

 

• Audiences: how media forms target, reach and address audiences, how audiences interpret 
and respond to them, and how members of audiences become producers themselves. 
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METHOD OF ASSESSMENT  
 
Component 1: Exploring the Media  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  
40% of qualification  
 
Section A: Exploring Media Language and Representation  
 
This section assesses media language and representation in relation to two of the following print 
media forms: magazines, marketing (film posters), newspapers or print advertisements.  
There are two questions in this section:  
• one question assessing media language in relation to one set product  
• one two-part question assessing representation in relation to one set product and one unseen 
resource in the same media form.  
Part (a) is based on media contexts.  
Part (b) requires comparison through an extended response.  
 
Section B: Exploring Media Industries and Audiences  
 
This section assesses two of the following media forms: film, newspapers, radio, video games. It 
includes:  
• one stepped question on media industries  
• one stepped question on audiences.  
 
 

Component 2: Understanding Media Forms and Products  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  
30% of qualification  
 
This component assesses all areas of the theoretical framework and contexts of the media in 
relation to television and music.  
 
Section A: Television  
• one question on either media language or representation, which will be based on an extract from 
one of the set television programme episodes to be viewed in the examination  
• one question on media industries, audiences or media contexts.  
 
Section B: Music (music videos and online media)  
• one question on either media language or representation  
• one question on media industries, audiences or media contexts.  
 
 

Component 3: Creating Media Products  
Non-exam assessment  
30% of qualification  
 
An individual media production for an intended audience in response to a choice of briefs set by 
Eduqas, applying knowledge and understanding of media language and representation. The briefs 
cover a range of forms of media, often including film marketing or music video production. The briefs 
will change each year. 
  
For more information, visit: https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies-gcse/#tab_overview 
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: Mrs G Sims 

What are Modern Foreign Languages at KS4 all about?  

• Thanks to new technology and improved travel and communications, the world has become a much 
smaller place. It is crucial, therefore, that we learn to speak and understand each other. This can only 
be done effectively by learning other languages and appreciating associated cultures.  

• Accreditation in another language rewards practical communication skills and adds a European/ 
International dimension to your studies.  

• Learning another language can enhance your employment and mobility prospects whether you want 
a career in business, engineering, fashion or world class football!  

• It encourages you to express yourself, your likes, dislikes, ideas and opinions and develops self-
confidence.  

• Some Russell Group Universities are asking for an MFL at Key Stage 4 as part of their entry 
requirements  

 
 
Will I enjoy this course?  
You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that offers: 

• A range of skills and a variety of activities with topics that include identity and culture (relationships, 
customs, celebrations and festivals), local area, holidays and travel (accommodation, shopping, 
eating out, problems, weather, things to do), school (descriptions, trips, exchanges), Future 
aspirations (work, future plans), International and Global Dimension (events, environmental issues, 
campaigns)  

• It will appeal to all types of students including those interested in travel, culture and people from 
different countries, as well as those who always have something to say!

French OR Spanish GCSE  
You have developed important language skills and knowledge at Key Stage 3 (Years 7 – 8). These courses 
in KS4 will build on this and introduce you to a wider range of language structures and vocabulary. You will 
learn to recognise these and to apply your new knowledge to different contexts.  

– AQA GCSE French OR Spanish  

EXAMINATION: Foundation OR Higher Tier  

Paper 1:  25%: Listening 

Paper 2:  25%: Speaking 

Paper 3:  25%:  Reading 

Paper 4:  25%:  Writing 
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: Mr A Balletto  

• To develop skills, knowledge and understanding in performing, composing, listening and appraising;  

• To encourage the development of aural perception, musical sensitivity and imaginative response;  

• To promote students’ cultural development through the study and understanding of a wide range of 
music;  

• To support students’ social and personal development through creating and performing music with 
others.  
 

 
CONTENT  
The course will cover listening, performance and composition. A wide range of musical styles will be 
experienced, including world, popular and classical music. Skills will be developed in vocal and instrumental 
performance, listening with sensitivity and understanding, and composing in different styles with different 
materials and stimuli. Students will have the opportunity to use a variety of technologies including notation 
software and experience of digital recording technology, social context and how music fits into society will 
also be explored.  

The course combines the following 3 elements: Five Areas of Study, Integrated Portfolio (Controlled 
Assessment) and Exams.  

THE FIVE AREAS OF STUDY  
1. My Music. Here you learn about and study your instrument or voice and perform and compose a 
piece  
2. The Concerto Through Time. Here you learn about how the concerto developed from 1650 to 1910  
3. Rhythms of the World. Here you learn about Indian Classical Music, Bhangra, traditional Arabic 
rhythms, with focus on Greek, Palestinian and Israeli music, traditional African drumming and Calypso 
and Samba  
4. Film Music. You learn how composers use music to convey a mood, scene or story through studying 
film music and video game soundtracks  
5. Conventions of Pop. This covers Rock ‘n’ Roll of the 50s and 60s, Rock Anthems of the 70s and 80s, 
Pop Ballads of the 70s, 80s and 90s, solo artists from 1990 to the present day 
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INTEGRATED PORTFOLIO (Coursework - 30%)  

This is related to Area of Study 1 – My Music.  
• You study a piece of music for your instrument, chosen by you and do some research on it. 
• You perform the piece or a couple of short pieces  
• You compose a piece of your own for your instrument, using ideas and influences from the piece 

you have performed. 
  

PRACTICAL COMPONENT (30%)  
• You perform one or more ensemble pieces to demonstrate your understanding of making music 

with others.  
• You compose a second piece in response to a brief set by the exam board that relates to one of 

the Areas of Study 2, 3, 4 or 5. You then begin your composition using one of the following 6 
ideas as a starting point and these are specified by the exam board:  

1. A rhythmic phrase  
2. A note pattern  
3. A four-line stanza of words  
4. A chord sequence  
5. A short story  
6. An image  

EXAMS (40%)  

• A Listening and Appraising Exam. This is a 1 ½ hour written paper in which you listen to music 
from Areas of Study 2, 3, 4 & 5 and answer questions. Your knowledge and understanding and 
aural perception are tested through this.  

OTHER INFORMATION  
There is a good balance between theory & practical work and students will enjoy the interaction in 
ensemble activities. A general appreciation of and liking for a wide variety of music is important, as is an 
ability to play a musical instrument or sing to a moderate standard or above by the end of the course. An 
ability to read music is a distinct advantage but not a prerequisite.  

The course will cater for:-  
• a broad range of musical abilities and needs.  
• a breadth of musical experience and differing interests. 
• candidates with different musical aims, including those who intend to follow a musical career 
• expression through a variety of musical styles  

 

 
 

 



 

: Mrs M Littlejohn 

In this course, you will learn about how to work with a digital cameras and other lens-based media and 
computer software to complete a series of creative projects. The course will involve researching and 
responding to different genres of photography from documentary, photo-journalism, portraiture, landscape 
and fashion to commercial and fine art photography.  
 
Students will gain better understanding of how to control exposure, learning to use a DSLR in manual to 
control outcomes. 

 
There is a strong emphasis on experimentation and development of ideas towards personal outcomes. You 
will develop coursework projects using your sketchbook to evidence your developing photographic skills, 
understanding and creative ideas.  

 
By the end of your course, you will be expected to exhibit your work as part of a public exhibition. There will 
be trips to provide opportunities to take photos in varied settings throughout the course and you will be 
expected to independently go out and take full photoshoots on a regular basis. Visiting exhibitions and 
galleries will further your understanding of the subject.  

 
This course is suitable for students who are:  

 
• keen to develop their visual skills;  
• Creative, enthusiastic, and imaginative;  
• Interested in understanding the technical side of DSLR photography;   
• Keen to experiment and take risks in their work;  
• Able to take independent photoshoots outside of school on a regular basis.  

GCSE Photography follows the same assessment structure as GCSE Fine Art.  

 
UNIT 1 PORTFOLIO OF WORK 60%  
UNIT 2 EXTERNALLY-SET TASK 40%  

 
Within each unit, there are four assessment objectives (AOs) that are used to determine your grade:  

• AO1 DEVELOP ideas, responding to visual sources 
• AO2 REFINE ideas through technical skills and experimentation. 
• AO3 RECORD ideas through drawing, photography & written work. 
• AO4 PRESENT a personal response to the project. 
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There are opportunities to further develop your interest in photography by studying the subject at A-Level, 
where you will get more in depth training in the use of analogue (film-based) and digital photography.  

 
Other options include taking a BTEC Level 2/3 Diploma in Creative & Media Studies, which is specifically 
designed to help students progress into the creative industries.  

 
The types of jobs that photography might lead to include: Commercial Photographer (Sport, Fashion, 
Product, Reportage, wedding), Artist, 3D Animator, Web or Graphic Designer, Picture Researcher or Archivist 
or Image Editor.  

 
Since many industries rely on generating visual imagery for advertising, the market is very versatile. It is 
recommended, however, that you take a broad view and develop skills using a broad range of digital and 
computer-based tools to give you flexibility.  

 
Many students also study GCSE Photography to give them the skills and knowledge to pursue Photography 
as a fulfilling lifelong hobby. 

 
For any more information please see Mrs Littlejohn in the Art Department.  
Official Qualification Title: GCSE Art & Design: Photography  

Examination Board: AQA 
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: Mr P. Ruff  

This GCSE in Physical Education will equip students with the knowledge, understanding, skills and values 
they need to be able to develop and maintain their performance in physical activities. Students will also gain 
an understanding of how physical activities benefit health, fitness and well-being.  
Content and assessment overview  

: Fitness and Body Systems (36% of the qualification)  

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes consisting of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing 
questions  

Content overview  

• Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology  

• Topic 2: Movement analysis  

• Topic 3: Physical training  

• Topic 4: Use of data  
 

______________________________________________________________________________  

: Health and Performance (24% of the qualification)  

Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes consisting of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing 
questions  

Content overview  

• Topic 1: Health, fitness and well-being  

• Topic 2: Sport Psychology  

• Topic 3: Socio-cultural influences  

• Topic 4: Use of data  
 

______________________________________________________________________________  

: Practical Performances (30% of the qualification)  

Content overview  

• Skills during individual and team activities  

• General performance skills 
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The assessment consists of students completing three physical activities from a set list.  

One must be a team activity: Football, Badminton, Basketball, Camogie, Cricket, Dance, Gaelic Football, 
Handball, Hockey, Hurling, Lacrosse, Netball, Rowing, Rugby league, Rugby union, Squash, Table 
Tennis, Tennis, Volleyball, Blind cricket, Goal ball, Powerchair football, Table cricket, Wheelchair 
basketball, Wheelchair rugby  

One must be an individual activity: Boxing, Athletics, Badminton, Canoeing, Cycling, Dance, Diving, Golf, 
Gymnastics, Equestrian, Kayaking, Rock Climbing, Rowing, Sculling, Skiing, Snowboarding, Squash, 
Swimming, Table tennis, Tennis, Trampolining, Boccia, Polybat  

The final activity can be a free choice from either list 

______________________________________________________________________________  

: Personal Exercise Plan - PEP (10% of the qualification) 

Content overview  

• Aim and planning analysis  

• Carrying out and monitoring the PEP  

• Evaluation of the PEP  
 

 



 

: Mrs C. Barnes  

The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical 
learning environment, including:  
 

• development of key skills that prove their aptitude in digital information technology, such as project 
planning, designing and creating user interfaces, creating dashboards to present and interpret data  

• processes that underpin effective ways of working, such as project planning, the iterative design 
process, cyber security, virtual teams, legal and ethical codes of conduct 

• knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, processes and attitudes in the sector, such as how 
different user interfaces meet user needs, how organisations collect and use data to make decisions, 
virtual workplaces, cyber security and legal and ethical issues.  

It gives learners the opportunity to apply knowledge and skills practically through project work, such as 
planning and designing a user interface and developing a dashboard to interpret trends in data.  

The BTEC Tech Award suite has been designed to meet the Department of Education (DfE) requirements for 
qualifications to be offered as technical awards 14-16 year olds. The DfE has set out characteristics for 
technical awards through which vocational qualifications can be recognised as part of performance measures 
in the open category of Progress 8. 
To be recognised as technical awards, it is expected that qualifications will focus on developing sector-
specific knowledge and technical skills in a practical learning environment.  
It is also expected that the qualifications form part of a Key Stage 4 learning programme that enable both 
academic and vocational progression. 

The digital sector is a major source of employment in the UK, with 1.46 million people working in digital 
companies and around 45,000 digital jobs advertised at any one time. Digital skills span all industries; almost 
all jobs in the UK today require employees to have a good level of digital literacy. 
The UK has positioned itself to be the ‘digital capital of Europe’ as it continues to invest billions every year in 
digital skills and commerce.  
 

Component 1 – Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning Techniques (Internally 
assessed project)  
Component 2 – Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data (Internally assessed project)  
Component 3 – Effective Digital Working Practices (Externally assessed exam) 
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Component 1 – Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning Techniques 
 

• Learning Aim A – Investigate user interface design for individuals and organisations 

• Learning Aim B – Use project planning techniques to plan and design a user interface 

• Learning AIM C – Develop and review a user interface 
 
Component 2 – Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data 
 

• Learning Aim A – Investigate the role and impact of using data on individuals and organisations 

• Learning Aim B – Create a dashboard using data manipulation tools 

• Learning Aim C – Draw conclusions and review data presentation methods 
 
Component 3 – Effective Digital Working Practices 
 

• Learning Aim A – Modern technologies and their impact on organisations 

• Learning Aim B – Threats to digital systems and how an organisation can manage them 

• Learning Aim C – Responsible, legal and ethical use of data 

• Learning Aim D – Planning and communication in digital systems 
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TEACHER RESPONSIBLE FOR COURSE : Mr S. Gilham  

What is a vocational award in Engineering all about?  
 
The level 1/2 award in Engineering is designed to support students who want to learn about Engineering from 
the design and planning perspective. It provides learners with a broad introduction to the engineering sector 
and the types of career opportunities available. Year 9 will be a foundation year and the formal qualification 
to be undertaken in year 10 and 11.  

 

What will I study as part of this qualification? 
 
This qualification shows you how to: 

• Develop a broad understanding of the engineering sector 

• Use tools and equipment 

• Learn different engineering drawing techniques 

• Re-design products 

• Perform a range of techniques and processes using selected materials 

• Manufacture an engineered product 
 

What knowledge and skills will I develop as part of this qualification and how 
might these be of use and value in further studies? 
 
You will develop: 

• skills required for independent learning 

• the ability to problem solve 

• the skills of project based research, development and presentation 

• the ability to apply learning in vocational contexts 

• skills in preparing and reading engineering drawings 

• skills in measuring and associated maths 

• skills in electronics 

• skills in using hand tools, machine tools and equipment 

• skills in selecting and preparing engineering materials 

• communication skills 
 
Aims of the course? 

• Enjoy looking at engineered products and looking at ways to improve them 

• Learn how to create and present design ideas using CAD and by hand 

• Be creative and develop thinking skills 

• Learn how to use a range of tools and machinery 

• To work with a range of engineering materials 
 

Vocational Engineering (WJEC) 
The syllabus runs across Year 9, 10 & 11 with the WJEC course divided into three mandatory units: 
 
Unit 1 is a product re-engineering assignment. The student will be given the task, write a brief and 
specification, and produce 3D designs for a new product including a working dimensioned orthographic 
drawing 
 
Unit 2 is a making activity carried out in the school engineering workshops. Students make a prescribed 
product from working drawings supplied 
 
Unit 3 is the final exam which relates to solving engineering problems. The exam is 1.5 hour 
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