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Opening Day/Evening 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Thank you so much for taking an interest in joining us and the time to watch our brief video about life at St. 
Peter’s.  Below are some comments and questions that we have been asked that may be helpful for you. 

Are we able to visit and have a tour of 
the school? 

We have created an Open Day/Evening video which can be viewed 
using the following website link:  https://www.spexe.org/643/latest-
news/post/43/open-day-and-evening-2020  
You will also find a gallery of photographs on our website which will 
give you a flavour of school life   https://www.spexe.org/647/school-
gallery 
Unfortunately we are currently unable to offer prospective parents and 
students a tour of the school due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the 
need to follow Government guidance.   
The guidance from Devon County Council is as follows: Given the latest 
changes in National Guidance many schools have asked for our view on 
Open Evenings etc. We understand that schools will want to encourage 
parents to engage with them and find out more about prospective 
schools but at this time DCC is recommending only virtual events are 
planned prior to half term.   
 

How do we apply for a place? Parents need to apply for a place through Devon County Council 
completing the Common Application Form.  More information can be 
found at:  https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-
information/apply-for-a-school-place.  The Devon County Council 
Admissions Team can also be emailed using  admissions@devon.gov.uk 
or by telephoning 0345 155 1019.  The closing date for applications is 
the 31st October. 
 

If you are applying for a faith place at St. Peter’s you must also 
complete a Supplementary Information Form (SIF) which can be found 
on our website www.spexe.org.  The SIF needs to be completed and 
returned directly to St. Peter’s.     The closing date for completed SIFs is 
the 31st October.  
 

If you require further information please email admissions@spexe.org 
or call 01392 204764. 

What are the Eligibility Groups for 
admission? 
 

We have a planned admission number (PAN) of 261 per year group.   
The Eligibility Groups are outlined below: 
115 Foundation places 
65   Other Christian places 
16   Other Faith places 
65   Open places 
 

If there are more applicants seeking a place in each Eligibility Group 
they will be prioritised by operating our oversubscription criteria.  
Details of this can be found in our admissions policy by visiting 
www.spexe.org. 
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Prospective Parent/Carer Feedback 
“Thank you for the open evening video it definitely gives a lovely overview of the school.”  

“Thank you for your great video, giving a brilliant insight into the school and its ethos.” 

“We have just watched your lovely Open Day video with our daughter who is currently in Year 6.” 

“Brilliant video, I may even have a tear in my eye.” 

“Your new website is really helpful and has a lot of great information.” 

 

 

Do you have places available for those 
who do not attend a place of worship? 

Yes, we have 65 ‘open’ places. 

Does the school operate on a 1-week 
or 2-week timetable? 

We operate on a fortnightly timetable. 

What can be found on a Year 7’s 
typical timetable? 
 

The timetable represents a broad and balanced curriculum that also 
includes our own Values In Practice curriculum.  We call this VIP and it 
provides students opportunities to think about a range of challenging 
issues, using The St Peter’s Character Compass as well as promoting 
positive mental health and well-being strategies. 

What year do students choose their 
GCSE options and how? 
 

Students begin their GCSE courses in Year 9, having selected them in 
Year 8 with a supportive Guided Options process that involves an 
opportunity to discuss possibilities with subject staff and a personalised 
interview for students, parents and carers and a member of the Senior 
Leadership Team.  Our Guided Options Booklet for last year can be 
found on our website at  https://www.spexe.org/638/guided-options 

Are there any designated school 
buses? 

Stagecoach operate three bus services to and from St. Peter’s.  The 970, 
971 and 976 Services.  If you would like more information about these 
services we have timetables in our main school office or you can 
contact Stagecoach on 01392 427711.  Many students also use local 
trains and large numbers tend to walk and cycle to school. 

What time does school start and end? Registration is at 8.30am and school ends at 3.05pm. 

What Extra-Curricular opportunities 
are there? 

All students are encouraged to take part in extra-curricular 
opportunities.  We provide opportunities such as STEM Club in science, 
Chess Club, a wide range of sports including football, cricket, rugby, 
basketball, netball, hockey and athletics, Creative Writing Club, Music, 
Drama, Photography, Duke of Edinburgh plus many more! 

How is the canteen run? Our PFI provider Sodexo run the pricing and menu.  The menu has to 
meet food school standards and works on a three-weekly rota.  Year 
Groups are given time slots to help canteen staff manage the flow of 
service. 

Is there a breakfast club? Students who are eligible for FSM in all years are able to meet before 
school for a bite to eat and a chat. 

We’ve heard you do lots of trips and 
visits - what sorts of things do you do? 

Years 7-9 students take part in Learning Enrichment Week at the end of 
the summer term and Year 10 take part in Residentials.  Whether you 
get involved in taking part in amongst other things an artistic, sport, 
history, outdoor adventure or scientific themed week you will have the 
opportunity to make friends and memories.  Our Year 10 Residentials 
have become the stuff of legend!  Students do jobs and save money so 
they can go on great memory making adventures.  Choices range from 
London theatre and sightseeing, cycling in Holland, scuba diving in 
Spain, honing language skills in Europe or perhaps a trip to Malawi may 
excite you.  
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