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24th May 2019 
May 2019 Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

This newsletter celebrates just a small number of the highlights we have enjoyed at St Peter’s this 
term.  Do visit our website for more information.  You will certainly see plenty of evidence of 
students and staff making the most of their talents with lots and lots of hard work and enjoyment. 
 
Parents and Carers Survey 
Thank you to everyone who managed to make the time to take part in our survey at the end of the 
Spring Term.  There were many encouraging comments which we are grateful for and these are 
being shared with staff. 
 
I’ve chosen to list below some of the key themes for improvement that emerged from the survey 
and a brief comment on what is being done to respond constructively.  
 

Communication  

 We need something like eparent ASAP  
 

Staff agree and were disappointed when eparent 
stopped being available.  We trust that you will find 
our response launched on Friday 10th May a helpful 
improvement and welcome your feedback.  If you’ve 
not yet used this system you can find it by going to 
https://www.spexe.org/news/new-improved-email-
system/ 

Parents Evenings  

 The timings during the year doesn’t always 
suit everybody 

We are reviewing this and will seek to find solutions 
for next year’s calendar. 

Homework  

 Communication and clarity of expectations 
in all subjects 

We are developing approaches to homework to 
support these comments 

 
As well as following up on these areas staff are also looking to use the survey to make further 
improvements and encourage strengths that parents and carers have recognised.  More will be 
shared at a future date. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.spexe.org/news/new-improved-email-system/
https://www.spexe.org/news/new-improved-email-system/


 
U14 National Champions 
Abigail, Tom and Ethan have shown such great skill and resilience that they are part of the team that 
won the U14 National cup for octopush – underwater hockey.  Well done on this terrific effort and 
achievement.  
 
Ten Tors - CCF 
Congratulations to all school members who participated in this year’s event.  The team came 3rd in 
their 35 mile route and in the fastest time in the last 5 years of 11hrs 46mins – what an 
achievement!  Our team included Zach, JJ, Sam and Josh all from Year 10. 
 
Congratulations to all students and staff who participated in this year’s event.   A huge thank you to 
all staff involved (both internal staff and external staff) Mr Pounds, Mr May, Mr Brown, Mr Forey, 
Ms Hocking, Mr C Rose & Mr S Patch. 
 
With a special thanks to Mr Steve Patch and Mr Jonathan Forey who have been awarded the 
Diamond Award for services to Ten Tors (earned for service to the event of over 30 years). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Spanish Exchange Trip  
St. Peter’s students were delighted with the welcome they received when they arrived in Madrid.  
They were welcomed by our Spanish friends with ‘welcome’ banners. 

 
The trip was an amazing opportunity for our students to experience what it is 
like to be a student in Spain and of course to visit the many wonderful sites. 
 
One parent commented “he had a brilliant time with his Spanish Exchange 
partner, going on trips to amazing places and learning so much Spanish. It has 
really built his confidence too. 
 
Experiences like this can't be underestimated for the rich opportunity that 
provide for language learning and making 

friends with people from other places and backgrounds. We are so 
delighted that he had this opportunity and how much he has 
gained by participating.” 
 
Thank you to all the students who were part of the Exchange and 
thank you to all staff who made this trip possible, with particular 
thanks to Mrs Sims and Miss Mendoza. 
 
 



St. Peter’s selected to be part of a British Council Project 
St Peter’s Exeter links with Malawi to prepare young people for life and work in today’s world. 
 
Mrs Crocker and Mr Hubbard from St Peter’s have forged a new partnership with 
Malosa Secondary School in Malawi as part of Connecting Classrooms through 
Global Learning, a unique global education programme. 
 
Connecting Classrooms is run in over 30 countries by the British Council in 
partnership with the Department for International Development (DFID). It works 
with schools across the globe to help young people develop the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes to make a positive contribution to their world. 
 
The programme enables teachers not only to teach these skills to children in their 
classroom, but also to visit partner schools in other countries to exchange insights 
and ideas on how to improve teaching and global learning in their schools.  
 
Liz Lithgow and Lindsey Hughes are taking part in the programme as part of a cluster of schools, 
including Dawlish Secondary School and The Atkinson Centre because of their commitment to 
preparing young people to make a positive contribution to their world.  
 
“We are delighted to be able to take the lead in this project, building on the Rivers of the World 
Project which we took part in last year where we had the opportunity to work with Partnership Arts 
on piece of group work exhibited at Exeter Phoenix. These new links will offer great opportunities for 

both students and staff to develop their global awareness. In telling the 
story of the issues that people and wildlife face in relation to the rivers we 
anticipate students will become more eco-literate and feel empowered to 
be part of the solution. The project will also allow us to develop art from 
different cultures in our schemes of work with more depth and meaning. 
These aspects will aid curriculum development, and help bring applied 
contexts into students’ art experiences,” said Vanessa Crocker, Cluster 
Coordinator and Subject Learning Leader for Art & Design at St Peter’s. 
  

 
Duke of Edinburgh Report 
We have received a copy of the Duke of Edinburgh annual report which 
shows that St. Peter’s have moved from 10 completed awards 2 years 
ago to 53 awards completed last year (an increase of 430% according to 
the head of maths!) This puts St. Peter’s as 5th in the county for most 
Bronze awards completed.  
 
Former St. Peter’s student Abby Middlebrooke achieved the fantastic 
honour or representing England 
Abby left St. Peter's in 2018, and at that time had been playing rugby for 4 years.  
She had played on the St Peter's school team, and had captained her local Sarries 
team as well as the Devon U15s and Devon U18 ladies teams.  Abby joined the 
South West squad in 2015 and more recently had joined the Rugby Centre of 
Excellence.  Abby has been part of the Exeter Chiefs Women's Rugby Academy 
since continuing her education at Exeter College (studying Sport and Exercise 
Science).  She was invited to attend her first TDG (Talent Development Group) 
training camp in February 2019 and from this camp was selected to play in the 
England U18 Squad against Scotland U18.  Following this match, Abby was selected 
to attend a further training camp in April and then selected in the starting line-up 
to face Wales.   



Ben Bradshaw Visit to St. Peter’s 
On the 26th April a group of St. Peter’s students had the opportunity to meet with Exeter MP, Ben 
Bradshaw and Femi from OFOC to discuss Brexit issues. 
 

Discussion was thoughtful and intelligent, everyone showing respect for the range of views shared. 

The school radio team were also involved. 

Students discussed questions that mattered to them in relation to 

Brexit. Amongst the questions and discussions were: 
Will going to a European university impact on us as UK citizens? 
How will Brexit impact climate change? 
What will happen to trade deals? 
How will UK education be impacted? 
Are some MPs representing themselves rather than their 
constituents? 
Why has the PM returned with her deal that got defeated? 
Why aren’t young people being given a voice on an issue that effects them more than any other 
generation? 
How will sport and the arts be effected? 
 
 
A Sustainable Future  
A recent Year 8 assembly led by Mr Green focused on climate change.  Amidst the ongoing protests, 
thought provoking documentaries and constant social media streams, we think it’s important to 
draw focus closer to home and to the relevant and manageable strategies that we can implement 
day to day to help contribute towards a more sustainable future. 
 
During tutor time students were presented with two short documentary films about climate change 
and micro plastic, from which they were asked to come up with suggestions as to how they can act 
in order to reduce their energy or plastic output.  This might be something as simple as turning off 
electrical items or lights when not in a room (as a parent and bill payer this is a major issue in my 
house!) or reading packaging labels to ensure material is recyclable before purchase.  The links to 
the videos for tutor time are below: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjT8GG0ETQg  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifrHogDujXw   
 
If students would like to they can commit to one of these ideas on a cohort pledge which will be 
collated throughout the year group/school and then sent to the environment secretary as a means 
to show solidarity within our school community about the actions people are taking day to day to 
support change.  Over time Mr Green (Head of Year 8) is planning to take these actions further 
within the school community in order to support in any way in order to show awareness and change 
for a more sustainable future.  If students and parents would like to contribute with ideas, 
suggestions or resources they would be most welcome.     
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjT8GG0ETQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifrHogDujXw
http://www.spexe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/26042019-Ben-Bradshaw-visit-01.jpg


Year 9 are East Devon & District U14 Champions beating Exmouth CC -   A great end to a superb 
season for the boys 

 
Well done to Mr Woolnough and the team – great result! 
 
Year 10 Photographers Celebrated 
On Wednesday 24th April we hosted an exhibition of final outcomes 
from the Layers Project by year 10 Photography students. The work is 
a culmination of this year’s journey which started with a trip to the 
Eden Project back in November 2018. Students have investigated a 
range of experimental approaches to image manipulation and have 
undertaken personal investigations into a range of photographers 
which have informed their final outcomes.  Students were given a 
deadline to work towards, practicing time management, and digital 
files were sent to The British Institute of British Photographers before 
the Easter Holiday for initial judging.  As well as creating the work 
students were also involved in hanging their work for the exhibition. 

 
Suzi Allen from the BIPP visited us to finalise the initial 
decisions made, and compiled a shortlist of photographic 
work. 
  
‘It was lovely to come in and see the results of your students' 
work on their "Layers" project.  So many talented youngsters. 
It is great to see the students sketchbook work alongside their 
final outcomes and to see how the GCSE photography course 
is gaining momentum’. 
 
 

A selection of shortlisted work was critiques by Suzi on the evening with a short formal presentation 
in the Library. Students whose work was shortlisted will receive a highly commended certificate from 
the art department. Well done to Aisha, Charlotte, Ella, Millie, Grace, Nyah, Olivia, Sophie and 
Tahmid.  
 
The following students work was selected for a BIPP award as listed here: 
 
Most developed project: Eva  
Creativity award: Abi  
Best technical: Evie  
Best visual elements: Grace 
Overall winner of the BIPP Trophy 2019:  Rosemary  
 
I look forward to sharing with you news of our recent SIAMS inspection.  At the time of writing the 
report is not ready but when it is I will make it available. 



 
Many thanks for your ongoing support and encouragement.  It is an absolute pleasure working to 
improve life chances for students at St. Peter’s. 
 
I wish you all an enjoyable half-term break. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

 
Phil Randall 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Help to Save  
Help to Save is a new government savings offer, designed to help working people on low incomes to 
build up their savings. It will support people to become regular savers, helping families and 
individuals prepare and plan for the future through a generous 50% tax-free bonus.The accounts are 
government-backed, simple to open, and flexible. Savers can pay in from £1 to £50 each calendar 
month. Customers making the maximum deposit of £2,400 over four years without making 
withdrawals will receive government bonuses of £1,200. 
 
For more details see here see here (https://www.ascl.org.uk/utilities/document-
summary.html?id=422249D9-52F0-4C2D-BC3F105D7F29F492)  
 

Have your children outgrown their bikes? 

Recycle them at Ride on! 

As parents, you will know how quickly children can outgrow their 

bicycles. Well, there’s a local charity that can help. Ride On Cycling are 

based at Exeter Quay and sell second hand, affordable bicycles with a 

two month warranty. Last year they put 601 bicycles back into use, 

which otherwise would have rusted away. They are constantly 

struggling to meet demand, so if you have an unwanted bicycle it would be fantastic if you could 

donate it to their workshop.  

Where: 61 Haven Road on Exeter Quay 

Opening Hours: 10-5 on Tuesday, Fridays and Saturdays and 12-8 on Wednesdays and Thursdays 

Please don’t let your old bicycles rust away, as they could be saved and put back into use! 

 
 

Key Upcoming Dates 
Monday 3rd June return to school after half term break 
Week beginning 3rd June – Year 10 Work Experience Week 
Week beginning 17th June – Year 9 Prelims 
Wednesday 19th June – Year 11 Clearing Day, Leavers 
Assembly and Barbeque 
Friday 28th June – Sports Day (weather permitting) 
Friday 5th July – Non-Uniform Day 
Friday 19th July – End of summer term for students 

 

https://ascl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae6fbf66d6135a8a21b3627d&id=0d26de91a2&e=30293ad1e3
https://ascl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae6fbf66d6135a8a21b3627d&id=0d26de91a2&e=30293ad1e3
https://www.ascl.org.uk/utilities/document-summary.html?id=422249D9-52F0-4C2D-BC3F105D7F29F492
https://www.ascl.org.uk/utilities/document-summary.html?id=422249D9-52F0-4C2D-BC3F105D7F29F492

