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April 2019 Newsletter 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This newsletter celebrates just a small number of the highlights we have enjoyed at St Peter’s so far in 

2019.  Do visit our website for more information.  You will certainly see plenty of evidence of students 

and staff making the most of their opportunities with lots and lots of hard work and enjoyment. 

7SEC Fundraising and Changing Lives 

 

 

 

 

 

7SEC have been busy changing lives by fundraising this term. They have decided to raise money for the 
Devon Hospitals Short Stay School, Bramble Ward located in the RDE Hospital. They have fundraised in 
a number of ways: 

 They have organised a raffle 
 

 With the help of parent helpers Mrs Ormesher and Mrs Crow (thank you!!!), 7SEC did a charity 
bag pack at Tesco’s where they were rewarded for their hard work as members of the public 
kindly donated to the cause 
 

 Eleanor had signed up for an inflatable 5K some weeks ago, but on hearing of the tutor group’s 
challenge decided to run in aid of Devon Hospitals Short Stay School and to get friends and 
family to sponsor her.  Eleanor’s efforts saw her raise £168! Eleanor even found the time to join 
other pupils in 7SEC on their charity bag pack later on that day. 

 
So far 7SEC’s efforts have seen them raise over £1000 for charity.  
Use the links below to view the photographs from the fund raising event 
https://www.spexe.org/news/7secs-charity-fundraiser-
yesterday/    https://www.spexe.org/news/39776/  
 
 
 

https://www.spexe.org/news/7secs-charity-fundraiser-yesterday/
https://www.spexe.org/news/7secs-charity-fundraiser-yesterday/
https://www.spexe.org/news/39776/


 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Tom McLaughlin writes pictures and doodles words 

On Wednesday 20th March, author and illustrator Tom McLaughlin visited St Peter’s to share his work 
with Year 7.  He read from his novel ‘The Accidental Billionaire’ and demonstrated how to draw 
characters using simple shapes.  Students asked Tom lots of questions and many students left the hall 
inspired to draw their own cartoons and write their own stories. 
  
Later, in a workshop, Tom worked with 27 Year 7 students.  Using his picture book, ‘The Story Machine’, 
students had to continue Elliott’s journey by thinking about what he might find in the box.  Students 
illustrated their ideas by using techniques that Tom had demonstrated earlier in his presentation.  
Students commented, “It was a great day.” “I want to make books.” “Being a writer must be a fun job.” 
 

World Book Day 2019 
 We had another fun World Book Day at St Peter’s this term.  The English department dressed up as 
characters from ‘An Inspector Calls’ and MFL teachers also entered into the spirit of the day by dressing 
up as their favourite literary characters.  English classes visited the Library throughout the day to take 

part in quizzes, design a book token competition and watch masterclasses from 
esteemed authors on the WBD website.  Students also dressed the Library door as 
the front cover of ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’.  At lunchtime, 
Crediton Community Bookshop opened a pop-up bookshop in the Library selling 
some top fiction titles for young adults. 
  
Once again we were really impressed with the high calibre of entries for the ‘dress-
up a potato’ competition. 

 Winning Entries 
1st place – Emilie Year 7 for her ‘Cat in the Hat’ (£10 book token)  
2nd place – (Dr) Ned Year 7 for Spudlock Holmes (£5 book token) 
3rd place – Amelia Year 7 for Paddington (£5 book token) 
  
Staff Winner 
Mr Bamber for Frankenstein’s monster 
  
Special Recognition 
Devon Year 7 
Rhiannon Year 10 
Sophia Year 7 
Megan Year 7 
Keegan Year 7 
Joshua Year 7 
Matthew Year 7 
  
Citizenship, Personal, Sex and Health Education 
Here are some updates from Mia Dawson, our leader of CPSHE, RSE and British Values. 
 
It has been a very busy time for CPSHE at St Peters school over the last few months.  Students have 
valued and engaged in activities to support them in leading independent, happy lives.  CPSHE focuses 
on our pupils taking responsibility for their own health and wellbeing.  In this subject, children learn 
about these important life skills through a variety of assemblies, collapsed curriculum days and of 
course, through subject specific learning. 
Please find below a summary of activities our students have taken part in at St Peters over the last 
term. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Climate Change at St Peters 15th February 2019 
Year 11 Head students, Sam and Matilda, delivered an assembly on climate change,  asking the 
question; ‘What can we do at St Peters’s?’  This was in response to the campaiging efforts of, Greta 
Thunberg the young Swedish activist.  Sam and Matilda also ran a stall with information and advice on 
climate change as well as a petition.  
Many hundreds of names were collected from the petition and we are exploring further  engagement 
options for our young people to make their voices heard. 
 
Modern Day Slavery workshops:  Just Giving Group 8th March 2019 

Year 7 pupils took part in bespoke workshops on Modern Day Slavery by the, 
Just Enough Group. These workshops were funded by Exeter diocese as part 
of a wider programme by the Clewer Initiative. 
 
The Clewer Initiative enables Church of England dioceses and wider church 
networks to develop strategies for detecting modern slavery in their 
communities and help provide victim support and care. 

 

  

CPSHE 27th March 2019 included sessions on: 
 
Year 7:  Health and wellbeing 
Students focused on health and exercise and a balanced diet, through to emotional wellbeing and first 
aid. Students will continue to understand the factors leading to healthy lifestyles, forming responsible 
attitudes towards good health. 
  
Year 8:  Positive Images:  Refugees and migration 
This was a real collaboration of different subjects from Humanities to Art and Drama which made for a 
day of difference for all. 
Students considered how they can challenge assumptions about migrants, asylum seekers and 
refugees, and to develop mutual respect, empathy and understanding.   
Students watched a play called, ‘Fugees’ which focussed on the experiences of unaccompanied minors 
coming to the UK.  The play was performed by year 9 pupils from St Peters and directed by the Head of 
Drama, Ms Vallis. 
Finally, students finished with a,’ positive images’ workshop that aimed to raise awareness of famous 
refugee musicians, writers and artists who have sought sanctuary in the UK.  For example, did you know 
that musician Rita Ora, came to this country aged 3 months from Kosovo with her parents.   The work 
that students have produced will be displayed around the school in time for National Refugee Week. 
 
Year 9:  Health and Wellbeing 
Students explored sessions on the teenage brain through to self-esteem and eating disorders.   
A report on our children’s health by the chief medical officer of England highlighted that: 
 “Promoting physical and mental health in schools creates a virtuous circle reinforcing children’s 
attainment and achievement that in turn improves their wellbeing, enabling children to thrive and 
achieve their full potential.” (Chapter 7: Life stage: School Years, in Chief Medical Officer's annual report 
2012) 
St Peters will continue to provide learning opportunities through CPSHE and the wider school 
curriculum to ensure each pupil can live life to the full. 
 
Year 10:  Relationships and sex education (RSE) 
Year 10 students spent the day engaging in open and honest debates around the topics of: 
The media and sexualisation 
Gender stereotypes 
Sexuality 



 
 
 

 
 

Relationship breakdown 
Consent 
St Peters continues to work hard to deliver sessions on RSE that are open, honest and informative.  A   
comprehensive RSE programme can have a positive impact on pupils’ health and wellbeing and their 
ability to achieve, and can play a crucial part in meeting these obligations. 
 
Ultimate Frisbee Message of Thanks 
A huge thankyou to Mr Ruff and his team that help with Ultimate Frisbee.  

 

“My son Zac has been selected for the U17 GB team, when the team list came out I realised (even more 

than before!) what a wonderful opportunity Mr Ruff has given to his students. Eleven of the squad of 24 

children are from AirBadgers. No other team has provided that many students. It is because of Mr Ruff 

and his dedication that our children have achieved this- so as I said, a huge thankyou.”  

   
Ben – Year 10 
Congratulations to Ben in Year 10 who represented England in the U15 
football match against Belgium at St. George’s Park.  Great work Ben! 
 
 
 
Combined Cadet Force 
Mr Brown reports that on Wednesday 20th March, 6 CCF Cadets (RAF strand) were taken to MoD 

Boscombe Down for an Air Experience Flight. This involved the Cadets taking to the skies in a Tutor 

plane with an RAF pilot where they were able to take controls of the plane during a 30 minute flight. 

Many of the Cadets were able to fly over Stonehenge and Longleat and a great day was had by all.  

Hopefully next time they go flying there will be less cloud cover so the Cadets will be able to perform 

some aerobatics!!!  

                                                             

Bobby 
Since joining us in September, Bobby has been an indispensable member of the SEN team. Bobby has 
had a significant impact on the school day for both students and staff. 
 
Bobby has been used to support students with social and emotional learning needs, Autism, and 
alternative learning needs. His support has helped contribute towards an increase in attendance along 
with enhanced relationships between peers and staff. As well as this, time with Bobby has helped 
students to learn how to express their feelings and enter more trusting and safe relationships. He offers 
a time of reflection to students when they are struggling to cope with the demands of mainstream 
education.  
 
Bobby has developed a sense of community between the staff and students. The very nature of looking 
after a dog, and the responsibility that comes with it, is helping the students to consider the needs of 
others.  



 
 
 

 
 

 
Some of our students have difficulties communicating, particularly in a verbal format, so Bobby offers 
them an opportunity to self-sooth and is an effective method of stress reduction. Many students have 
been able to build a loving relationship with Bobby, and crucially, he has proven most popular with our 
vulnerable students who have, without exception, bonded closely with him.  
 
Joshua - Year 9 
 
Bobby has really helped me and many other students to come 
to school and to keep me calm when I am stressed or 
annoyed. Before, I would refuse to come to school if I was 
worried but now I know I can come in and spend my time with 
Bobby.  It is so much fun playing with him and walking him as 
well. We are really lucky to have Bobby, and he has definitely 
made a huge impact to my learning.  
 
PTA Fund Raising 
Our PTA team have raised enough money to fund over £2000 worth of enriching projects for the 

forthcoming year.   

 

The fund raising that the PTA do largely through sales of refreshments at school events and the Yr 11 

Prom will benefit students in the following ways: 

 

 STEM club resources for all year groups 

 Professional photograph displays of Drama students performing in the Shakespeare Schools 

Festival 

 Learning Enrichment Week resources for some of our most disadvantaged students 

 EAL students on our Young Interpreter Programme 

 Lunchtime Club – Dungeons and Dragons equipment  

 

Many thanks to our loyal and hardworking PTA members! 

 

Mrs Isard report on STEM club update. 
STEM club and year 7 science club would like to say a huge thank you to 
the PTA for supporting them again this year. The extra funding that they 
provide helps to buy resources for student projects and investigations 
and makes a huge difference to the work that students can do. 
Year 10 students joined other local schools for an EDF challenge day at 
Cranbrook in February. Their work was very highly commended by the 
team running the event and they stood out from others with their 
excellent teamwork and problem solving skills. 
 

Year 8 students competed in the Tomorrow’s Engineers Lego robotics challenge 
regional finals at Arconic, Exeter in February. They came away with the award 
for the best presentation on the day and have also been offered the opportunity 
to visit Arconic again to see their robots in action on the shop floor. Thank you 
to our mentors Nick Vayle and Ryan Hodge for their support throughout the 
project. 
 
Year 9 students spent the day at the R.D.E. hospital for the annual Men in White 
event where they had the opportunity to investigate a medical murder mystery 
involving GM bananas & mutant bugs. Students performed some of the 



 
 
 

 
 

techniques routinely used in medical research labs such as DNA extraction, tissue culture and 
microbiology. They also worked with a team of diabetes research nurses to measure blood glucose, BMI 
and other indicators of health. 
                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 11 students spent a busy few days at the Big bang competition national finals at the NEC 
Birmingham presenting their Hydrotap design, which is a small scale hydroelectric device to fit on sink 
wastes. Although they didn’t win one of the main prizes it was a fantastic experience and they 
confidently presented their work to judging panels on both days and the many thousands of visitors at 
the event. 

 
STEM club planned and led a lunchtime event to celebrate the launch of British 
science week for our year 7 students. They set up a range of hands on activities 
including methane bubbles, rainbow fizz, hair raising static electricity and 
chocolate jousting Lego robots. The year 7’s that came along to the event really 
enjoyed it so we’re hoping that some of them will join STEM club next year. 
Other science week activities included the tutor quiz and poster competition. 
Results of which will be announced after the Easter holidays. 
 
 

                                            

 
The First Annual Creative Competition 
Year 10 Art leaders, Bethany, Martyna, Sommer and Susannah planned the competition from the start, 
deciding on categories, dates and creating posters and publicity including getting a mention on student 
radio. 
 
We had 85 entries in total.  Everyone was really impressed by the huge amount of creativity and skill 
shown and the variety of outcomes, from drawings, photography, digital outcomes and paintings. An 
exhibition for the artwork was held in the hallway gallery outside the art classrooms, with parents and 
students invited to attend on Wednesday 20th March. The evening event was hosted by art captains and 
small group of volunteers from year 9 who supported. We hope that this competition will continue to 
grow and will be able to become an annual event and fundraiser for the Art department, helping us to 
enrich extra-curricular provision. 
 
It was very difficult to judge the entries, but with a little help from staff members who gave their input, 
art leaders awarded the following certificates. 
 
Honorable Mentions 
Alanna Y7, Flora Y7, Elliot Y7, Ewan Y7, Phoebe Y8, Anna Y8, Ashlee Y8, Lucy Y9, Caitlin Y9 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Competition Winners 
Charlie 7SAB Best Photographic Entry, Kitty - 8ACS Best Digital Entry, Hannah–8RED Most Creative 
Entry, Grace 9NLT Best Technique 
 
Best Overall Entry was Sally in 7MMM who also won an art pack with a selection of art materials and a 
sketchbook for her fantastic rendering of a wolf. 
 
Certificates will be awarded in year group assemblies. Art leaders hope to follow on from their success 
in this event by running a series of lunchtime art workshops for year 7 and 8 students next term. Many 
thanks from The Art Department to our art leaders for their hard work and commitment in getting this 
new event off the ground. 
 

 
 
                 

 

 
                              

 
 
 
 
 

Praise and Recognition 

This month has seen the launch of our Praise and Recognition Boards. Staff have been celebrating 

students by writing personal postcards in recognition of their achievements. These include: 

 Effort and ‘over and above’ behaviours 

 Development and use of Habits for Character 

 Taking Opportunities  

 Personal Responsibility  

 Excellence 
 

 

 

In each year group, a student has been nominated as Student of the Month 

in recognition of their valuable contributions to St Peter’s. These students 

make a positive difference and are certainly living life to the full! 

Congratulation to Toby , Hannah, Libby, Chloe and Sam. 

French School Visit to St. Peter’s 
Many thanks to Gill Sims and many staff for generously hosting the visit of Lycée Duplessis Mornay.  
Everyone involved had a great time and we hope that this will be a further opportunity to build on a 
partnership with another school in France for our students to benefit from.  
 
Parent and Carer Survey 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to our recent survey.  We will share in forthcoming 
communications how we will use the feedback to build on and improve life at St. Peter’s. 

Grace below her wonderful  

watercolour entry 

Our evening event team Sally with her mum and 

Sally’s winning entry 



 
 
 

 
 

Happy Easter 

As we move closer to the Easter Holiday’s, I wish all of our families a restful and happy Easter.  I pray 
that the following words about Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection will make Easter particularly special 
for each of us.  The Easter Story is ultimately one of forgiveness, redemption and hope. 
 
What makes this day good? 
If you have ever believed that love inevitably leads to betrayal 
this day says it doesn’t. 
If you have ever believed that some people are unlovable, irredeemable 
this day says they aren’t. 
If you have ever believed that there is a limit to forgiveness 
this day says there isn’t. 
If you have ever believed you aren’t worth saving 
this day says you are. 
If you have ever believed that you don’t deserve freedom 
this day says you do. 
If you have ever believed that fear, anger, hate and despair will always win 
this day says they won’t. 
And this day is for you. 
 

We hope and pray that you all have a great Easter and know the joy, peace, hope, love and generosity 
that the Lord Jesus brings. 
 
God bless 

 
 
 

Phil Randall 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important and Urgent School Email Communication 
95% are now signed up.  We really value being able to communicate with parents and carers. If you need help with this 
please give us a call and ask to speak with someone in the ICT Team. Thank you so much to the large numbers of you who 
have already acted on this. 
What’s changing? 
Due to circumstances beyond our control, eparent, our current email system is ceasing operation on Friday 15 Feb 2019 
and shortly after will be switched off forever, so the school has no choice but to adopt a new system of communication 
with parents and carers. 
How will this affect parents and carers? 
If there are any emails on eparent which you wish to keep, you should either print them off or save them, as after the 
switch off they will no longer be available for you or the school to access. 
What will replace it? 
The school currently uses a Communications and Payment system called School Gateway, which until now has mainly been 
used as a means of payment for school meals, trips etc. The school have decided to maximise this resource and will now 
use it for communications home to parents and carers, including all emails, instant messages via the App and text 
messages. 
How will I contact the school? 
In practice, there will be minimal change for any parent or carer in the way you can contact the school. The “Contact” tab 
on the school website will continue to show a link to “email us”, this will open a communication page on which you will be 
asked to provide some information about the student and tutor group before selecting a topic from the drop down menu. 
Once the email is sent it will be received by the administration team and then directed to the correct department or 
member of staff. 
What do I do next? 
Ensure that you have downloaded and registered with School Gateway, and if you have a smartphone please download the 
App in order to receive instant messages from school, e.g. snow days! 
 
Please advise school of any changes to your personal contact details as soon as possible so that we can keep our systems 
updated, and can contact you should there ever be an emergency. 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A few key upcoming events/diary dates: 

School reopens for Students after the Easter break on Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Tuesday 30th April – Year 6 Coffee Morning 

Wednesday 1st May - Year 4/5 Coffee Morning 

Thursday 2nd May – Year 9 Parent Evening 

Monday 6th May – Bank Holiday May Day 

Tuesday 7th May – Year 6 Coffee Morning 

Thursday 9th May – Year 4/5 Coffee Morning 

Monday 13th May – Year 6 Coffee Morning 

Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May - Half Term 
 

 
 
 
Healthy Weight Declaration survey 
The DCC Advanced Public Health Practitioner has asked schools to bring to the attention of parents and 
carers a survey which seeks to obtain the view of families on a food choices.   
 
The food choices we make are influenced by where we live, work and play. Tell us what would help you 
make healthier food choices by completing our survey. https://tinyurl.com/ybrdrgbz 

https://tinyurl.com/ybrdrgbz

