
 
Music Year 7 

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 
Topic  

- Wonderful 
world of 
piano 

- KS2/3 
concert 

 
- Fanfares 
- Carol Service 

 
Music in the wider 
world 

 
The music of 
Beethoven 

 
The Voice 

 
Film Music 

Big Ideas / Key 
concepts 

Piano technique, 
note finding, 
introduction to the 
staff, the pulse 

- Understanding 
music’s purpose 
(film/Occasions) 

- Introduction to 
composition  

- Instruments of 
the orchestra  

- Ensemble 
performance 

- Rhythmic 
skills 

- Composing 
in groups 

-Melody writing 
(repetition and 
phrasing) 
-Piano technique 
-Instruments of 
the orchestra  

- Joy of 
singing and 
vocal 
technique 

- Ensemble 
performance 
skills 

- How music 
can enhance a 
visual 
scene/concept 

- Music 
technology  

Knowledge & 
Understanding  
 
Assessment 
Milestones 

-note finding 
assessments 
- staff notation 
assessments  
- class 
performances 
(ongoing) 
- Listening 1 (Jaws) 

- class performances 
 
- Listening 2 (Jingle 
Bells) 
- Cathedral 
performances 

- Whole class and 
small group 
performances 
 
- Listening 3 
(African Drumming) 

-note finding 
assessments 
- staff notation 
assessments  
- solo 
performances 
- Listening 4 
(Beethoven’s 5th) 

-Whole class vocal 
workshops  
-Group 
performances 
 
 
 

 
- Composition 

showcase 
- Listening 5 

(Apollo 13) 
- Summer 

concert 
(optional)  

Character Compass 
(Educating for wisdom, 
community, courage 
and compassion) 

Community  
Compassion 
 
  

Courage  
Wisdom 
Community  
 

Community  
Wisdom  
 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
 

Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Compassion 
 

Links (prior 
knowledge, future 
knowledge) 

In subject: Notation, piano 
technique, basic musical 
elements  
 
Outside of subject:  

 

In subject: Instrument families, 
Melodic structure, notation, vocal 
technique 
 
Outside of subject:  

 

In subject: Call and response, 
Imitation, pentatonic, 
polyrhythms, rhythm reading, 
ostinato, instrument names 
ROTW 
 
Outside of subject: 
Geography, African, Brazilian 
and Japanese culture 

 

In subject: Chromaticism, 
Melody, Instrument 
families, Orchestra 
 
Outside of subject: 
Historical features 

 

In subject: Vocal techniques 
 
Outside of subject:  

 

In subject: Musical elements, 
major/minor, dissonance, 
structure, Leitmotif 
 
Outside of subject: Art for art’s 
sake – Vivaldi’s storm 

 



Key Vocabulary Sharps, pulse, 
dynamics, tempo, 
melody    

instruments of the 
orchestra, repetition, 
range/pitch  

Ostinato, imitation, 
call and response, 
djembe, shekere, 
taiko drum, 
polyrhythms, metre 

Sharps, phrasing, 
instruments of 
the orchestra, 
dynamics, 
articulation, 
concerto    

Melisma, syllabic, 
vibrato, falsetto, a 
cappella, 
lead/solo/backing 
singers 

Structure, ostinato, 
dynamics, tempo 

 
Music Year 8 

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 
Topic The Blues Theme and 

Variations 
Song-writing The Classics Music of the 

Caribbean 
Choose your song 

Big Ideas / Key 
concepts 

- Key musical 
features of 
the blues 

- Improvisation 
- Group 

performance 

-Using musical 
elements to 
develop a melody: 
structure, rhythm, 
dynamics, chords, 
tempo 
 

-Song style 
composition 
-Understanding 
song structures 
-Effects 

-Combining melodic 
parts 
-Ensemble 
performance  
-Contrasting 
classical styles 

-Explore musical 
features of Reggae 
and Calypso 
 

-Solo/ensemble 
performance 
-Sequencing/Music 
and ICT 

Knowledge & 
Understanding  
 
Assessment 
Milestones 

- theory assessments 
- class performances 
(ongoing) 
- Listening 1(BB King) 

-Composition 
showcases (on 
going as well as 
summative)  
-Listening 2 (Bizet) 

-Composition 
showcases (on 
going as well as 
summative)  
-Listening 3 (Rock 
with you)  

-Ensemble 
performances (on 
going) 
-Sequencing 
showcase 
(summative) 
-Listening 4 (Canon 
in D) 

-Ensemble 
performances (on 
going) 
 

-Ensemble and solo 
performances (on 
going) 
Sequencing 
showcase 
(summative)  
 

Character Compass 
(Educating for wisdom, 
community, courage and 
compassion) 

Community  
Compassion 
 
  

Courage  
Wisdom 
 

Community  
 

Wisdom 
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Links (prior knowledge, 
future knowledge) 

In subject: Primary chords, 
improvisation, walking bass, 
rock n roll 
 
Outside of subject: Black 
history, segregation, personal 
expression 

In subject: melodic 
development, rhythm  
 
Outside of subject:  

In subject: 4 chord trick, inc 
relative minor, verse/chorus 
structure, riff, chord 
progression, development of 
pop 
 
Outside of subject: personal 
expression,  

In subject: Counter-melody, 
continuo, main melody, 
composers and historical 
periods 
 
Outside of subject: historical 
context of classical/baroque, 
affordability of music 

In subject: Syncopation, 
verse/chorus, ROTW 
instruments, staccato, 8ves 
 
Outside of subject: Cultural 
links to Caribbean, slave 
trade  

In subject: Solo and 
Ensemble performance  
 
Outside of subject:  

 



    

Key Vocabulary 12 bar blues, blues 
scale, syncopation, 
improvisation,  

Rhythm, dynamics, 
chords, pitch shift, 
tempo, 
instruments/voice 

Four chord trick, 
riff, chord 
progression, 
verse/chorus 
structure terms 

Harpsichord, 
instruments of the 
orchestra, 
continuo/ground 
bass, counter-
melody 

Off-beat, 
syncopation, 
electronic and 
traditional 
instruments of the 
genre, verse/chorus 
structure 

KS3 vocab revision 

 
 Music Year 9 

 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 
Topic - Intro to 

composition  
- Solo 

Performance
, 

- My 
instrument 
and me 

Conventions of Pop Conventions of Pop The Orchestra 
through the ages 

The Concerto 
Through time 

The Concerto 
Through time 
And summer concert  

Big Ideas / 
Key concepts 

- Developing the 
stimulus 
-Recording a 
performance and 
understanding the 
criteria  
-What are the 
capabilities of my 
instrument? How is 
it played and in 
which styles?  
 
-Notation  
 

- Explore the 
musical and 
contextual 
features of Pop 
from Rock and 
Roll to Solo 
Artists of the 
90s’Present 
 

- Performance 
and 
composition in 
the 4 genres 
from the 
period 

- Explore the 
musical and 
contextual 
features of Pop 
from Rock and 
Roll to Solo 
Artists of the 
90s’Present 
 

- Performance 
and 
composition in 
the 4 genres 
from the 
period 

Explore the 
orchestra’s 
development from 
the Baroque to the 
Romantic period 
 
 
 

- Explore the 
musical and 
contextual 
features of 
the concerto 
through time  

-Explore the musical 
and contextual 
features of the 
concerto through 
time 
 
-Prepare a 
performance for the 
summer concert  



  

Knowledge & 
Understandin
g  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment 
Milestones 

-My instrument and 
me project work 
-Solo performance 
assessment  
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Record solo 
draft (end 
1st half 
term) 

- My inst and 
me 
assignment  

- Guitar/Vocal 
techniques and 
effects  

- Changes in 
instrumentatio
n 

- An ability to 
play and 
compose in the 
range of styles 

 
The music of Elvis 
Presley (Houndog) 
 
 

- Guitar/Vocal 
techniques and 
effects  

- Changes in 
instrumentatio
n 

- An ability to 
play and 
compose in the 
range of styles 

 
- Valerie vs 

Count on me 
comparison 
assignment 

- Listening 
questions  

- Aurally 
recognise 
instrument
s typical of 
the 
periods. 

- Organise 
into 
orchestral 
families  

 
Guide to the 
orchestra   
 

- What is it?  
How did it 
develop?  

- Demonstrate 
an 
understandin
g of the 
stylistic 
features 
through 
composition 

 
- Concerto 

Comp  
- Listening 

questions   

- Demonstrate 
an 
understandin
g of the 
stylistic 
features 
through 
composition 

 
 
 

- Concerto 
Comp 

- Summer 
concert  

Character 
Compass 
(Educating for 
wisdom, 
community, 
courage and 
compassion) 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Links (prior 
knowledge, 
future 
knowledge) 

In subject: Notation, Music 
tech,  
 
Outside of subject:  

 

In subject: 12 bar blues, 
verse/chorus 
 
Outside of subject: Historical 
contexts  

 

In subject: 12 bar blues, 
verse/chorus, Pop instruments 
 
Outside of subject: Historical 
Contexts, Performer profiles 

 

In subject: Instruments of 
the orchestra 
 
Outside of subject: 
Historical Contexts, 
Performer profiles 

 

In subject: Primary chords, 
Orchestral families, solo/tutti 
 
Outside of subject: Historical 
Contexts, Performer profiles 

 

In subject: Primary chords, 
Orchestral families, solo/tutti 
 
Outside of subject: Historical 
Contexts, Performer profiles 

 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Instrumental 
techniques 
 

Primary chords, guitar 
and vocal techniques, 
effects, Pop structures 
and 12 bar blues, 
Popular instruments 

Primary chords, guitar 
and vocal techniques, 
effects, Pop structures 
and 12 bar blues, 
Popular instruments 

- Orchestral 
families 

- Orchestral 
instrument
s  

-Baroque, Classical, 
Romantic + 
composers 
-Melody: Ornaments, 
sequence, motif 

-Baroque, Classical, 
Romantic + 
composers 
-Melody: Ornaments, 
sequence, motif 



Technical language 
related to music 
tech 

- Tutti/Solo 
- Texture 

and Timbre 

-Cadenza, Continuo 
-Key signatures 
-Cadences  
 

-Cadenza, Continuo 
-Key signatures 
-Cadences  
 

 
 

Music Year 10 
 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 
Topic Film Music Music for Video 

games  
Rhythms of the 
world 

Rhythms of the 
world 

Integrated Tasks 
(+ composing 
techniques/listening 
revision) 

Integrated Tasks 
(+ composing 
techniques/listening 
revision) 

Big Ideas / Key 
concepts 

-Explore how music 
can enhance film 
and descriptive 
ideas 
- Use Music 
technology to 
develop musical 
ideas 
 

-Compare and 
contrast a range of 
video game music  
- Develop ensemble 
performance skills 
 

-Explore the 
musical and 
cultural features 
from the styles of 
ROTW 
-Perform the many 
rhythms of the 
styles  

-Explore the 
musical and 
cultural features 
from the styles of 
ROTW 
-Composing in a 
style from ROTW to 
a brief  

-Complete 1st 
composition and 
solo performance  

-Complete 1st 
composition and 
solo performance 



Knowledge & 
Understanding  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment 
Milestones 
 

-Aurally recognise 
and describe 
musical features 
from a variety of 
film music 
-Compose a 
descriptive piece 
(King Kong) 
 
-Further develop 
Garage Band skills 
 
-Star Wars Test 
-King Kong 
Composition  
 

-Aurally recognise 
describe features 
from a variety of 
film music 
-How music ‘fits’ 
together 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Ensemble 
performance 
(Tetris) 
-Listening 
questions  
 
 

-Aurally recognise 
and describe 
musical features of 
the various styles 
 
-Be able to perform 
the rhythmic 
features of the 
styles studied 
 
 
 
-Listening 
Questions 
(descriptive style) 
-Group 
compositions  
 
-Year 10 prelim 
 

-Aurally recognise 
and describe 
musical features of 
the various styles 
 
Apply 
composition/GB 
skills to chosen 
ROTW style, with 
an understanding 
of stylistic features 
 
-Guide to styles of 
ROTW 
 
-Solo composition  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Integrated tasks 
deadline  

Character Compass 
(Educating for wisdom, 
community, courage and 
compassion) 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 
 

Links (prior knowledge, 
future knowledge) 

In subject: Chromaticism, 
Major/Minor, Leitmotif, 
dissonance, Ostinato  
 
Outside of subject: Music 
and film  

 

In subject: Chromaticism, 
Major/Minor, Leitmotif, 
dissonance, Ostinato  
 
Outside of subject: Music 
and computer games 

 

Call and response, Imitation, 
pentatonic, polyrhythms, 
rhythm reading, ostinato, 
instrument names ROTW 
 
Outside of subject: 
Geography, 

Call and response, Imitation, 
pentatonic, polyrhythms, 
rhythm reading, ostinato, 
instrument names ROTW 
 
Outside of subject: 
Geography, 

Key Vocabulary Chromaticism, 
Altered Chords, 
Leitmotif, tonality   

Chromaticism, 
Altered Chords, 
Leitmotif, tonality 

All ROTW vocab 
(language for 
learning) 

All ROTW vocab 
(language for 
learning) 

  



Music Year 11 
 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 
Topic Film Revision 

 
 
Composition 
techniques 

All AoS revision and 
prelim 
 
Practical Portfolio 

All AoS revision 
 
 
Practical Portfolio 

All AoS revision 
 
 
Practical Portfolio 

All AoS revision and 
final listening exam 
(40%) 

Big Ideas / Key 
concepts 

-Film Revision 
-Developing the 
stimulus 

-All AoS revision 
-Comp 2 techniques 
and ensemble 
performance  

-Further explore 
and revise musical 
features of AoS 
-Compose practical 
portfolio piece 
-Record ensemble 
performance  

-Further explore 
and revise musical 
features of AoS 
-Compose practical 
portfolio piece 
-Record ensemble 
performance 
 
-Easter School 

-Final exam 
preparation  

Knowledge & 
Understanding  
 
Assessment 
Milestones 
 

-Consolidate 
understanding of all 
AoS 
-Develop musical 
ideas from the 
given stimulus and 
within AoS 
 
 
 

-Consolidate 
understanding of all 
AoS 
-Develop musical 
ideas from the 
given stimulus and 
within AoS 
- Selection of 
suitable ensemble 
piece 
 
Yr 11 prelim 

  
 
Practical portfolio 
submission (30%) 

 
 
Final Listening 
exam (40%) 

Character Compass 
(Educating for wisdom, 
community, courage and 
compassion) 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion  

Wisdom 
Community  
Courage  
Compassion 

Key Vocabulary Language for 
Learning 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


