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July 2019 Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As we come to the end of the 2018/19 academic year I thought you would enjoy some of our most 
recent highlights.  A significant highlight of the year has been our Excellent SIAMS inspection. 
Gaining the top grade is an indication of the improvements made by staff, students, parents, carers 
and governors working together over the past few years to provide the best opportunities and 
outcomes for students. Please check on this link for more information: 
https://www.spexe.org/siams/ .  
I would like to thank you for your continued support of myself and the staff who provide such 
dedication.  Your cards, emails and letters of thanks and encouragement are very much appreciated 
by us all.  
 
Year 11 Art Exhibition 2019 
This year’s GCSE Fine Artists, Photographers and Graphic Designers were celebrated on Friday 5th 
July in a spectacular showcase. The exhibition was very well attended with students, family and 
friends coming to see the final outcomes produced, and some lovely positive feedback from those 
who attended. 

 

Here are some quotes from those who attended: 
‘A wonderful show! Congratulations to teaching staff and students alike. Good to see so much talent 
and originality’ 
‘Really interesting and varied textiles and materials’ 
‘Great standard of work – so inspiring to see. Well done to all students and teaching staff too’ 
‘So impressed with the individual ideas and skills here’.  

https://www.spexe.org/siams/


British Council – Connecting Classrooms 
Three schools from Exeter were selected to take 
part in Connecting Classrooms, coordinated by 
Vanessa Crocker from St Peter’s with the support 
of Andrew Hubbard.  
 
Connecting Classrooms is a British Council 
initiative to promote the UN Global development 
Goals through encouraging school partnerships. 
Alongside this we lead a pupil to pupil project, 
with pupils in the three Exeter schools exploring 
part two of Rivers of the World project which we 
launched last year. The artwork from the 
student’s outcomes will be on display at The 
Exeter Phoenix in October. Mrs Crocker recounts:  
 
‘We learnt so much from visiting the schools in 
Malawi and were struck by how positive and 
resilient the people are despite constant 
struggles. We heard some heart-breaking stories. 
In the schools we saw how small barriers such as 
lack of sanitary provision for girls and basic 
facilities such as mattresses in the boarding 
houses effected students on a daily basis, and 
how unreliable water and electricity supply, lack 
of resources, limited SEND provision and very large class sizes were a constant challenge for teachers’ 
 
Our group visited a hospital and orphanage and Dedza pottery where we got to see the full process 
of clay being processed from the raw materials.  We ran art and drama workshops exploring issues 
of gender inequality, sustainable communities and mental health awareness. The students loved the 
opportunity to work with new materials—they just didn’t want to stop to take a break and were so 
enthused by the opportunity! We were able to donate art materials with the hope that each school 
may launch an art club and explore creative activities within the curriculum.  Mrs Crocker led a 
workshop at Malosa Anglican Secondary School. In this workshop, students explored the 
geographical and scientific importance of trees, then began to consider a tree as a visual symbol of 
community and wisdom. In the roots of the tree they gathered ideas about their heritage, traditions 
and cultural values, around the trunk they considered social and environmental factors which 
threaten their community, and in the branches students reflected on their hopes for their individual 
and collective futures.  They saw that through collaboration they could create something beautiful, 
strong and resilient. The artwork will be mounted by our year 9 Fine Artists and presented back to 
the visiting teacher from Malawi when they return in October. After learning about the issues that 
were prevalent in each school, we ran a teacher training workshop on the Saturday. 40 teachers 
attended from four different schools. These workshops echoed the topics we covered in class, and 
aimed to get the teachers to think about how they could take action on global issues from within 
their schools and classrooms to improve the situation for their students and communities. The hope 
is that we can maintain the links with the three new schools and widen the impact of our existing 
projects moving forwards. 
 
 



Charity Fundraising for RD&E 
Students from 7SEC paid a visit to Devon Hospitals Short Stay School on the Bramble Ward of RD&E 
on Friday 12th July. The tutor group took part in a Year 7 tutor group challenge, set by Head of Year 
Dr Parry, where they had to raise as much money as possible from just £20. 
Students from 7SEC carried out a number of fundraising activities, including a raffle and sponsored 
run, and have managed to raise £1266.70. 
7SEC would like to thank raffle donators, parents, pupils and staff at St Peter's for their support. 
 
STEM club celebrates continued success at the Go4SET & Big Bang Competition regional events 
STEM club celebrated their successes this year with an end of term Summer Party and are now 
looking forward to their summer break to rest after such a busy term of project work. 
Four teams entered the Go4SET challenge and all received fantastic feedback on their work. Team 
Limitless came away with the sustainability award which they are all very proud of. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
We also entered 4 teams at the SW Big Bang Competition finals at Westpoint Arena. Our students 
showed great use of the character compass & learning habits when giving their presentations to the 
judges. Our feedback was so positive. Team Travel Cool! Came away with the SW Young Engineer of 
the year award and Best Communicator in Engineering award. The Great Bacterial Investigation 
entry came away with the SW Young Scientist of the year award, Best Communicator in Science 
award and the STEM Creativity award. Both teams now have a place at the National finals at the NEC 
next March. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

STEM club is in S105 every lunchtime and is open to students from Years 8-11. We complete a 
variety of projects each year so please encourage your child to come along and find out more if they 
are interested. We’d like to say a big thank you to the PTA and the Science, Technology and ICT 
technicians in school for their continued support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prom 2019 
Year 11 put on their finest and travelled to the Exeter Golf and Country Club in style for the Class of 
2019 Prom.  
 
We would like to thank the PTA for their generous use of time, energy and expertise in the 
organisation of this event. 
 

           
 
Wellfest 
Students from St. Peters recently attended Wellfest which is a new local event organised by the local 
doctor surgeries to promote wellbeing.  They were particularly focusing on wellbeing in young 
people.  The organisers wrote of our students “I wanted to write to tell you how wonderful your year 
10s were who joined me at Wellfest yesterday.”  
 
  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Parents and Carers Survey Update 
 
Communication – We are exploring the use of podcasts over the following year and would welcome 
parent and carer suggestions on what aspects of school life you’d like to feature. Thank you for the 
many positive comments we’ve received regarding our new email system.  If you’ve not yet used this 
system you can find it by going to: https://www.spexe.org/news/new-improved-email-system/ 
Homework – From September staff will be seeking to clarify homework requirements in more 
accessible ways for parents and carers so that we are all clearer regarding expectations and standards. 
Healthy Eating - In response to the Parental Survey comments regarding the provision of food 
services to students, Sodexo the company responsible for food services have agreed to be present at 
the Whole school Tutor meeting on 02 October to discuss the standard of food and explain the 
Sodexo position on Healthy eating and their criteria on achieving and exceeding School Food 
Standards, whilst also addressing such important issues such as single use plastic and food waste. 
 
Sodexo will also take the opportunity to release details of their brand new menu which will come 
into place after the October Half Term. 

 

https://www.spexe.org/news/new-improved-email-system/


Young Interpreters Scheme at St Peter’s – EAL                       
Mrs Moran reports “I’m delighted to announce our first 
three young interpreters successfully completed this 
new course and they are Sabrina (Republic of 
Moldova), Andrea (Spanish) and Will (Italian).  They 
took the initiative to attend this 6 week course during 
lunchtime sessions and completed their workbooks as 
homework.  This demonstrated a real commitment to 
this initiative and it’s a brilliant way for them to put 
their valuable language skills to use. 
 
The course involved the students considering what it is to be bilingual, what makes a good 
interpreter, experiencing a lesson in an unknown language and how that feels for a learner.  They 
had to consider the qualities a person needs to have in order to be a good interpreter and some of 
the dos and don’ts when interpreting.   
 
The Young Interpreters Scheme is designed to provide those students who can speak more than one 
language the opportunity to use these skills and bring them to life within a school environment.  
Teachers will be able to request an interpreter to support them communicate with parents and 
students at parent’s evenings and welcome events.  They will be able to show EAL parents around 
school in their first language which will help strengthen the diverse and rich bilingual community at 
St Peter’s.  They would not be expected to interpret anything confidential.   
Interpreting can lead to many opportunities as interpreters can be found in many places including 
hospitals, prisons, government offices and schools.  Who knows, this experience could lead to a 
future career in interpreting!   
 
Hope Zone 
On Tuesday 25th June, St. Peter’s officially opened a new Mental Health and Well Being Zone. 
Alongside this momentous occasion, was the graduation ceremony for our recently trained Dignity 
Ambassadors, who will be providing peer mentoring support in this zone, for our students.  We are 
very grateful to the PTA and St. John’s Hospital Educational Foundation for their generous 
contributions. 

 
Mr Randall began by giving a warm welcome to our guests, which included: 
o most of our Governing Body; 
o Tatiana Wilson from Exeter Diocese and St. John’s Hospital Educational Foundation 
o Sarah Lewis from EH4MH; 
o the proud parents of the Dignity Ambassadors; 
o Liz Scott and Marie Arymar, trainers from Resilient Young Minds, who did the 14 hours of Well 

Being Ambassadors training with… 
o our group of 12 wise and committed students; 
o Senior Leaders from some local primary schools and other various external agencies from around 

Devon. 
 

Mrs Hore, Lead for Mental Health and Wellbeing, then gave a brief outline of the vision going 
forward for this fantastic new provision, which will be run from September.  After a year of meeting 
once a week to plan how this area will work and look (culminating in a shopping trip to IKEA!), our 



Dignity Ambassadors are now ready to start the Academic Year in Sept. 2019, using their new skills 
as peer mentors. 
 
One-to-one sessions will be held in tutor time in our new HOPEZONE; a 
cheerful, comfortable and relaxing space, where Dignity Ambassadors will 
provide deep listening – a key first step in supporting all our young people 
when they feel they need to off load those worries, which we all have from 
time to time. 
 
Two of our Dignity Ambassadors presented the trainers, Liz, Marie and 
Caroline, with flowers and chocolates to thank them for their brilliant 
provision for our young people. After 14 hours of training, over the last few 
months, our seven Year 7 and five Year 10 students have been carefully and 
lovingly given time, space, and a certain magic, to help them gain a deep understanding of their own, 
and others, inner resilience. The wisdom and sensitivity that these 12 students demonstrated in the 
training sessions was phenomenal, and they will indeed make great peer mentors for well being in 
our school community. 
 
Liz and Marie then outlined the incredible work they are doing across Devon and the wider Well 
Being Community and we watched some short clips of the students post-training.  This wellbeing 
journey goes beyond the school grounds for our Peer Mentors; they have been invited to run a stand 
aimed at young people at the Wellfest event on Magdalen Road on Sunday 7th July. They have also 
been invited to present at the Happy Healthy Devon conference in October 2019, where they will 
share their peer mentoring training experience and how they see the future use of their listening  
skills in the Hopezone. 
  

 
Isabel was asked to co-deliver a webinar on ‘Is revision a dirty 
word?’, as part of The Secret of Everything series on youtube. She 
was one of a very few young people featuring as part of the 100 
esteemed guest speakers on this series. 
 
 
 

Sports Day 
Friday 28th of June was St Peter’s Sports day. A fantastic day was had by all and even the weather 
was on our side. In recent years the pupils only experienced just under half a day of sport. It was the 
vision of the PE department to deliver a whole day of sport and create a celebration atmosphere. All 
1000 pupils from year 7-10 were involved in some capacity during the day with the goal of 100% 
participation being achieved. Various food and craft stalls were available and music was performed 
by the students in between their events to create a festival ambiance. A huge thank you to all staff 
and students who contributed to make the day a spectacle and something to build on for futures 

years. 

 

 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ixzhjk5sktrhibz/AACnuZJYTAhDpUerEM8QVSkNa?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3n-E3LMCcWw&feature=youtu.be&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3n-E3LMCcWw&feature=youtu.be&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3n-E3LMCcWw&feature=youtu.be&app=desktop
http://www.spexe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Ambassador-Graduation-25062019-32.jpg
http://www.spexe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Ambassador-Graduation-25062019-34-ok.jpg


Sports Leaders – Role Models 
Just a quick email with a HUGE thank you for lending us the Sports Leaders for our sports day this 
morning.  You can be really proud of this set of students!  Every 
single member of staff (and many parents) said how great they 
were with the children; clear with their instructions, great at 
demonstrating and really, just a credit to your school.  
 
The training programme has obviously been effective - it's not 
easy herding 350 children 3-11 around multi stations of activities 
- but they did it brilliantly. (Pictures attached and loads more of 
them in action on our website) 
“Thank you so much (and to Ali for walking them down).  We're 
already planning to have next year's Y10s and maybe have them 
plan it for us!” 
 
Fugee – Performed at the Cygnet Theatre 
We received the following parent feedback “Please pass on my congratulations to Ms Vallis and the 
drama department for an amazing performance of Fugee tonight at the Cygnet Theatre. It was 
brilliantly portrayed and very emotional. The play was very powerful and has certainly raised 
awareness of the reality of the lived of refugees in this country. Thank you for a brilliant message 
that we all need to hear. Amazing. I think I need another tissue and a stiff drink!” 
 

                
 

 
Summer Music Concert 
Well done to all students and staff who took part in the annual summer concert on the evening of 
Thursday 27th June.  We’re so very proud of the many musicians who took part in the event and 
there was a great variety of acts.  Over 100 students took part in performing with the school choirs, 
jazz band, guitar groups, student worship band and flute ensemble as well as a wide range of solos 
and band performances of students own work. 
It was a wonderful evening with a great audience! 
 

 
 
 
 



Opportunity for 10-16 yr olds retreat 
We have been working with Realisation Works as part of how we develop our provision of mental 
health and well being.The opportunity below is not a school organised event but does offer an 
opportunity to work with Marie who has led training with some students and staff.  Please click on 
the link if you are interested. 
 

https://www.realisationworks.com/ 
 

Uniform Reminder 
The changes to the school uniform which were introduced in September 2016 have now been in 
place for three years and in that time we have received a great deal of very positive feedback from 
parents, students, staff and visitors alike. 
Please visit https://www.spexe.org/publications-for-parents/reminder-school-uniform-for-
september-2019/  for more information. 
 

I wish you and your families a happy and healthy summer and look forward to welcoming you back 
on Wednesday 4th September 2019 (in school by 8.20am for registration by 8.30am). 
Please remember the new finishing time for every school day is 3.05pm and bus and train services 
are able to accommodate this slightly earlier finish. 
 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your heard and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 4:6-7 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

Phil Randall 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     

Some Key Dates for Autumn Term 2019 
Training Day Monday 2nd September 2019 – no students in school 
Training Day Tuesday 3rd September 2019 – no students in school 

Students first day of Autumn Term – Wednesday 4th September 2019. 
Training Day Friday 18th October 2019 – no students in school 

 
 
 
 

https://www.realisationworks.com/
https://www.spexe.org/publications-for-parents/reminder-school-uniform-for-september-2019/
https://www.spexe.org/publications-for-parents/reminder-school-uniform-for-september-2019/

