
  
HISTORY GCSE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW: Year 9 AUTUMN TERM  

  Half term 1  Half term 2  

TOPIC  Part one: Elizabeth's court and Parliament  
The background and character of Elizabeth I: upbringing/ family/ younger life  
  
Elizabeth and her parliament: court life, including patronage; key ministers. 
relations with Parliament  
  
Elizabeth’s early problems: The difficulties of a female ruler: the problem of 
marriage and the succession  
  
Elizabeth at the end of her reign: The Essex rebellion in 1601  

Part two: Life in Elizabethan times  
A ‘Golden Age’: Fashion, architecture, the rise of the gentry  
Entertainment in Elizabethan England: Theatre   
The increase in poverty: Why did it get so bad, what were people’s attitude to 
poverty and how did Elisabeth respond?  
The Age of exploration: Hawkins and Drake; circumnavigation 1577–1580, 
voyages and trade; the role of Raleigh. Part three: Troubles at home and abroad  
Elizabeth and Religious difficulties: English Catholicism and Protestantism, 
Elizabethan settlement, Elizabeth's excommunication and the Jesuit missionaries  
Plots and rebellions against the Queen: The Northern Rebellion and other 
Catholic plots, How did Elizabeth deal with them?  
The Puritan threat: the nature and ideas of the Puritans and Puritanism, their 
later threats to Elizabeth   

KNOWLEDGE & 
SKILLS  

• AO1: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the period studied.  
• AO2: explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order historical concepts.  
• AO3: analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events studied.  
• AO4: analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations (including how and why interpretations may differ) in the context of 

historical events studied.  

CHARACTER 
COMPASS  

• Questioning  
• Making Links  
• Collaboration  
• PossibilitiesReflection  

• Questioning  
• Methodical  
• Making Links  
• Planning  
• Possibilities  

HOMEWORK  • Homework Booklet – past paper questions  
• GCSEPOD revision  
• Flashcards  

Homework Booklet – past paper questions  

ASSESSMENT    Short response – factual recall  
  
Exam question (8 marks)  

  


