
Geography Year 9 
 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 
Topic Geo skills The Living World 

Paper 1 – Section B 
 

Resource 
Management 

Paper 2 – Section C 

UK Physical 
Landscapes – 

Coasts 
Paper 1 – Section C 

UK Physical 
Landscapes – 

Coasts 
Paper 3 – 
Fieldwork 
Element. 

Big Ideas / Key 
concepts 

Place – an 
understanding of what 
the earth is like at a 
variety of scales 
particularly locally. 
Space – an 
understanding of how 
the local environment 
interacts on a human, 
physical and 
environmental basis  
Scale – appreciation of 
a variety of scales and 
the significance of the 
governance of those 
areas  
Interdependence – the 
impact of governance  
 

This unit is concerned with physical processes 
and systems, their dynamic nature and human 
interaction with them at a range of scales and in 
a range of places. 
The aims of this unit are to develop an 
understanding of the processes and forms 
associated with tectonic, geomorphological, 
biological and meteorological processes in 
different environments, and the need for 
management strategies governed by 
sustainability and consideration of the direct 
and indirect effects of human interaction with 
the Earth and the atmosphere. 
 

This unit is concerned 
with human processes, 
systems and outcomes 
and how these change 
both spatially and 
temporally. They are 
studied in a range of 
places, at a variety of 
scales and must 
include places in 
various states of 
development. The aims 
of this unit are to 
develop an 
understanding of the 
factors that produce a 
diverse variety of 
human environments; 
the dynamic nature of 
these environments 
that change over time 
and place; the need for 
sustainable 
management; and the 
areas of current and 
future challenge and 
opportunity for these 
environments. 
 

This unit is concerned with physical processes 
and systems, their dynamic nature and human 
interaction with them at a range of scales and in 
a range of places. 
The aims of this unit are to develop an 
understanding of the processes and forms 
associated with tectonic, geomorphological, 
biological and meteorological processes in 
different environments, and the need for 
management strategies governed by 
sustainability and consideration of the direct and 
indirect effects of human interaction with the 
Earth and the atmosphere. 
 
Key processes covered: Geographical enquiry – 
asking geographical questions e.g. Where do I 
live? How is it connected to the rest of the world, 
creating new interpretations of place and space 
by challenging existing student perception of 
their local area and its interconnectivity, use of 
decision making and analytical skills in relation to 
everyday use of GIS Graphicacy and visual 
literacy – use of atlases, globes, maps at a range 
of scales, photographs and satellite images to 
investigate students local, regional, national and 
international location Geographical 
communication – Use of geographical vocabulary 
specific to the topic through the use of class and 
small group discussion. Understanding of 
geographical vocabulary to be cemented through 
written tasks and assessments 



Knowledge & 
Understanding 
Milestones 

Students should be 
able to understand 
compass directions, 
map symbols, four and 
six figure grid 
references using an OS 
map. 
Students will be able to 
understand longitude 
and latitude and will be 
able to apply this skills 
to places in the world. 
 

An example of a small-scale UK ecosystem to 
illustrate the concept of inter-relationships 
within a natural system, an understanding of 
producers, consumers, decomposers, food 
chain, food web and nutrient cycling. 
The balance between components. The impact 
of changing one component on the ecosystem. 
The distribution of large scale global ecosystems 
and an overview of their characteristics. 
Characteristics of a tropical rainforest – climate, 
water, soils, plants and animals. 
How vegetation adapts to the physical 
conditions. 
Changing rates of deforestation. 
A case study of a tropical rainforest to 
illustrate: 
Causes of deforestation – subsistence and 
commercial farming, logging, road building, 
mineral extraction, energy development, 
settlement, population growth 
Impacts and issues resulting from deforestation 
– soil erosion, loss of biodiversity, contribution 
to climate change, economic development. 
Why the tropical rainforest environment should 
be protected. 
Strategies used to manage the rainforest 
sustainably – selective logging and replanting, 
conservation and education, ecotourism and 
international agreements about the use of 
tropical hardwoods, debt reduction. 
Characteristics of a hot desert – climate, water, 
soils 
How plants and animals adapt to the physical 
conditions. 
A case study of a hot desert to illustrate: 
Development opportunities in hot desert 
environments: mineral extraction, energy, 
farming, tourism 
Challenges of developing hot desert 
environments: extreme temperatures, water 
supply, inaccessibility. 

The significance of 
food, water and energy 
to economic and social 
well-being. 
An overview of global 
inequalities in the 
supply and 
consumption of 
resources. 
An overview of 
resources in relation to 
the UK. 
Food:  
• The growing demand 
for high value food 
exports from low 
income countries and 
all year demand for 
seasonal food and 
organic produce 
• Larger carbon 
footprints due to the 
increasing number of 
‘food miles’ travelled 
and moves towards 
local sourcing of food. 
The changing demand 
for water  
• Water quality and 
pollution management 
• Matching supply and 
demand – areas of 
deficit and surplus 
• The need for transfer 
to maintain supplies. 
Energy: 
• The changing energy 
mix 
• Reliance on fossil 
fuels and growing 
significance of 
renewables 

Wave types and characteristics. 
Coastal processes: 
weathering processes – mechanical, chemical 
mass movement – sliding and slumping 
erosion – hydraulic power, abrasion, attrition and 
solution 
Transportation – longshore drift, traction, 
saltation, suspension and solution 
Deposition – why sediment is deposited in 
coastal areas. 
Characteristics and formation of landforms 
resulting from erosion –caves, arches and stacks. 
Headlands and bays, cliffs and wave cut 
platforms, 
Characteristics and formation of landforms 
resulting from deposition – beaches, spits and 
bars. 
sand dunes 
An example of a section of coastline in the UK to 
identify its major landforms of erosion and 
deposition. 
Fieldwork from Dawlish Warren. 



Causes of desertification – climate change, 
population growth, removal of fuel wood, 
overgrazing, over-cultivation and soil erosion. 
Strategies used to reduce the risk of 
desertification – water and soil management, 
tree planting and use of appropriate technology. 

• Reduced domestic 
supplies of coal, gas 
and oil 
• The role of nuclear 
power 
• Economic and 
environmental issues 
associated with 
exploitation of energy 
sources, including 
shale gas. 
 
 

Character Compass 
(Educating for wisdom, 
community, courage 
and compassion) 

Compass links – 
Community 
(collaboration, discuss 
learning) Courage 
(perseverance, 
integrity) Compassion 
(reflection) and 
Wisdom (making links, 
methodical and 
planning) 

Compass links – Community (collaboration, 
humility, discuss learning) Compassion 
(reflection, thankfulness) Wisdom (questioning, 
methodical, making links and planning) 

Compass links – 
Community 
(collaboration, discuss 
learning) Courage 
(perseverance, 
integrity) Compassion 
(reflection) and 
Wisdom (making links, 
methodical and 
planning) 

Compass links – Community (collaboration, 
humility, discuss learning) Compassion 
(reflection, thankfulness) Wisdom (questioning, 
methodical, making links and planning) and 
Courage (perseverance, integrity and 
possibilities) 

Key Vocabulary Compass directions 
Map symbols 
Four figure grid 
references 
Six figure grid 
references 
Scale 
Longitude and Latitude 

Abiotic 
Biotic 
Consumer 
Decomposer 
Ecosystem 
Food chain 
Food web 
Nutrient cycling 
Global ecosystem 
Producer 
Biodiversity 
Commercial farming 
Debt reduction 
Deforestation 
Ecotourism 
Logging 
Mineral extraction 
Selective logging 
Soil erosion 
Subsistence farming 

Agribusiness 
Carbon footprint 
Energy mix 
Food miles 
Fossil fuel 
Local food sourcing 
Organic produce 
Resource Management 
 

Abrasion (or corrasion) 
Arch 
Attrition 
Bar 
Beach 
Beach nourishment 
Beach reprofiling 
Cave 
Chemical weathering 
Cliff 
Deposition 
Dune regeneration 
Erosion 
Gabion 
Groyne 
Hard engineering 
Headlands and bays 
Hydraulic power 
Longshore drift 
Managed retreat 



Sustainability 
Appropriate technology 
Biodiversity 
Desertification 
Hot desert 
Mineral extraction. 
Over-cultivation 
Overgrazing 
 

Mass movement 
Mechanical weathering 
Rock armour 
Sand dune 
Sea wall 
Sliding 
Slumping 
Soft engineering 
Spit 
Stack 
Transportation 
Wave cut platform 
Waves 

Review & 
Assessment Dates 
(including opportunities 
for retrieval practice) 

Wb – 4th September – 
baseline map geoskills 
test  

Wb – 11th November – Ecosystem + Tropical 
rainforests mid term exam 
Wb – 13th January – Deserts exam. 
 

Wb- 23rd March 
Resource Management 
exam. 

Wb – 8th June Coasts exam including Paper 3. 
Plus Prelim Week – retrieval practice. End of 
June. 

 


