
Geography Year 11 
 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 
Topic The challenge of 

Natural Hazards – 
focus on tectonic. 

The challenge of 
Natural Hazards 

focus on extreme 
weather 

Resource 
Management – 
focus on water 
management. 

Pre-release + 
Revision 

Revision Exam Leave 

Big Ideas / Key 
concepts 

This unit is concerned with physical processes 
and systems, their dynamic nature and human 
interaction with them at a range of scales and in 
a range of places. 
The aims of this unit are to develop an 
understanding of the processes and forms 
associated with tectonic, geomorphological, 
biological and meteorological processes in 
different environments, and the need for 
management strategies governed by 
sustainability and consideration of the direct and 
indirect effects of human interaction with the 
Earth and the atmosphere. 
 

This unit is concerned 
with human processes, 
systems and outcomes 
and how these change 
both spatially and 
temporally. They are 
studied in a range of 
places, at a variety of 
scales and must 
include places in 
various states of 
development. The aims 
of this unit are to 
develop an 
understanding of the 
factors that produce a 
diverse variety of 
human environments; 
the dynamic nature of 
these environments 
that change over time 
and place; the need for 
sustainable 
management; and the 
areas of current and 
future challenge and 
opportunity for these 
environments. 
 

The Geographical 
applications unit is 
designed to be 
synoptic in that 
students will be 
required to draw 
together knowledge, 
understanding and 
skills from the full 
course of study. It is an 
opportunity for 
students to show their 
breadth of 
understanding and an 
evaluative appreciation 
of the 
interrelationships 
between different 
aspects of geographical 
study 

  

Knowledge & 
Understanding 
Milestones 

Reasons why people continue to live in areas at 
risk from tectonic hazards. 
How monitoring, prediction, protection and 
planning can reduce the risks from a tectonic 
hazard. 

Areas of surplus 
(security) and deficit 
(insecurity): • global 
patterns of water 
surplus and deficit • 
reasons for increasing 

This section 
contributes a critical 
thinking and problem-
solving element to the 
assessment structure. 
The assessment will 

To interleave and 
revise based on each 
class. 

 



General atmospheric circulation model: pressure 
belts and surface winds. 
Global distribution of tropical storms 
(hurricanes, cyclones, typhoons). 
Conditions leading to the formation of a tropical 
storm. 
The structure and features of a tropical storm. 
 
How climate change might affect the 
distribution, frequency and intensity of tropical 
storms. 
A case study of a tropical storm to illustrate: 
The primary and secondary effects 
The immediate and long-term responses. 
How monitoring, prediction, protection and 
planning can reduce the effects of tropical 
storms. 
Types of weather hazard experienced in the UK. 
 
Evidence that weather is becoming more 
extreme in the UK. 
An example of a recent extreme weather event 
in the UK to illustrate: 
Causes 
Social, economic and environmental impacts 
How management strategies can reduce risk. 
 
Evidence for climate change from the beginning 
of the Quaternary period to the present day. 
Possible causes of climate change: 
natural factors – orbital changes, volcanic 
activity and solar output 
Human factors – use of fossil fuels, agriculture 
and deforestation 
Managing the impacts of climate change: 
MITIGATION – alternative energy production, 
carbon capture, planting trees, international 
agreements 
ADAPTATION – change in agricultural systems, 
managing water supply, reducing risk from rising 
sea levels. 

water consumption: 
economic 
development, rising 
population • factors 
affecting water 
availability: climate, 
geology, pollution of 
supply, over-
abstraction, limited 
infrastructure, poverty. 
Impacts of water 
insecurity – 
waterborne disease 
and water pollution, 
food production, 
industrial output, 
potential for conflict 
where demand 
exceeds supply. 
Overview of strategies 
to increase water 
supply: • diverting 
supplies and increasing 
storage, dams and 
reservoirs, water 
transfers and 
desalination • an 
example of a large 
scale water transfer 
scheme to show how 
its development has 
both advantages and 
disadvantages. Moving 
towards a sustainable 
resource future: • 
water conservation, 
groundwater 
management, 
recycling, ‘grey’ water 
• an example of a local 
scheme in an LIC or 
NEE to increase 

provide students with 
the opportunity to 
demonstrate 
geographical skills and 
applied knowledge and 
understanding by 
looking at a particular 
issue(s) derived from 
the specification using 
secondary sources. 



sustainable supplies of 
water. 

Character Compass 
(Educating for wisdom, 
community, courage 
and compassion) 

Compass links – Community (collaboration, 
discuss learning) Courage (perseverance, 
integrity) Compassion (reflection) and Wisdom 
(making links, methodical and planning) 

Compass links – 
Community 
(collaboration, discuss 
learning) Courage 
(perseverance, 
integrity) Compassion 
(reflection) and 
Wisdom (making links, 
methodical and 
planning) 

Compass links – 
Community 
(collaboration, discuss 
learning) Courage 
(perseverance, 
integrity) Compassion 
(reflection) and 
Wisdom (making links, 
methodical and 
planning) 

Compass links – 
Community 
(collaboration, discuss 
learning) Courage 
(perseverance, 
integrity) Compassion 
(reflection) and 
Wisdom (making links, 
methodical and 
planning) 

 

Key Vocabulary Earthquake 
Immediate responses 
Long-term responses 
Monitoring 
Plate margin 
Planning 
Prediction 
Primary effects 
Protection 
Secondary effects 
Tectonic hazard 
Tectonic plate 
Volcano 
Economic impact 
Environmental impact 
Extreme weather 
Global atmospheric circulation 
Immediate responses 
Long-term responses 
Management strategies 
Monitoring 
Planning 
Prediction 
Adaptation 
Climate change 
Mitigation 
Orbital changes 
Quaternary period 

‘Grey’ water 
Groundwater 
management 
Sustainable 
development 
Sustainable water 
supply 
Waterborne diseases 
Water conflict 
Water conservation 
Water deficit 
Water insecurity 
Water quality 
Water security 
Water stress 
Water surplus 
Water transfer 
 

Sustainability  
The rest is unknown 
until it is seen. 

  



Review & 
Assessment Dates 
(including opportunities 
for retrieval practice) 

Wb – 30th October Mid term Hazards exam 
Wb – 11th November end of topic exam for 
natural hazards. 

Wb – 6th January 
resource management 
mid term exam. 
Wb – 27th January end 
of resource 
management exam. 

Practice mock paper of 
Section A of Paper 3 – 
wb 13th May. 
Practice questions etc 
throughout. 

Mock paper 1, 2 and 3 
will be issued. 

 

 


