
Geography Year 10 
 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 
Topic UK Physical 

Landscapes – 
Rivers 

Paper 1 – Section C 

Changing Economic World – Paper 2 
Section B 

Urban Issues and Challenges – Paper 2+  
3 – Fieldwork element. 

Challenge of 
Natural Hazards 

Paper 1 – Section A 

Big Ideas / Key 
concepts 

This unit is concerned 
with physical processes 
and systems, their 
dynamic nature and 
human interaction with 
them at a range of 
scales and in a range of 
places. 
The aims of this unit 
are to develop an 
understanding of the 
processes and forms 
associated with 
tectonic, 
geomorphological, 
biological and 
meteorological 
processes in different 
environments, and the 
need for management 
strategies governed by 
sustainability and 
consideration of the 
direct and indirect 
effects of human 
interaction with the 
Earth and the 
atmosphere. 
 

This unit is concerned with human processes, 
systems and outcomes and how these change 

both spatially and temporally. They are studied 
in a range of places, at a variety of scales and 

must include places in various states of 
development. The aims of this unit are to 

develop an understanding of the factors that 
produce a diverse variety of human 

environments; the dynamic nature of these 
environments that change over time and place; 
the need for sustainable management; and the 

areas of current and future challenge and 
opportunity for these environments. 

This unit is concerned with human processes, 
systems and outcomes and how these change 

both spatially and temporally. They are studied 
in a range of places, at a variety of scales and 

must include places in various states of 
development. 

The aims of this unit are to develop an 
understanding of the factors that produce a 
diverse variety of human environments; the 
dynamic nature of these environments that 
change over time and place; the need for 
sustainable management; and the areas of 
current and future challenge and opportunity for 
these environments. 

This unit is concerned 
with physical processes 
and systems, their 
dynamic nature and 
human interaction with 
them at a range of 
scales and in a range of 
places. 
The aims of this unit 
are to develop an 
understanding of the 
processes and forms 
associated with 
tectonic, 
geomorphological, 
biological and 
meteorological 
processes in different 
environments, and the 
need for management 
strategies governed by 
sustainability and 
consideration of the 
direct and indirect 
effects of human 
interaction with the 
Earth and the 
atmosphere. 
 

Knowledge & 
Understanding 
Milestones 

The long profile and 
changing cross profile 
of a river and its valley. 
Characteristics and 
formation of landforms 
resulting from erosion 

Different economic and social measures of 
development: gross national income (GNI) per 
head, birth and death rates, infant mortality, life 
expectancy, people per doctor, literacy rates, 
access to safe water, Human Development Index 
(HDI). 

The global pattern of urban change. Urban 
trends in different parts of the world. 
Factors affecting the rate of urbanisation and 
the emergence of mega-cities. 
A case study of a major city in an LIC or NEE to 
illustrate: 

• the location and 
importance of the city 
in the UK and the wider 
world 
• impacts of national 
and international 



– interlocking spurs, 
waterfalls and gorges. 
Characteristics and 
formation of landforms 
resulting from erosion 
and deposition – 
meanders and ox-bow 
lakes. 
Characteristics and 
formation of landforms 
resulting from 
deposition – levées, 
flood plains and 
estuaries. 
An example of a river 
valley in the UK to 
identify its major 
landforms of erosion 
and deposition. 
How physical and 
human factors increase 
the flood risk – 
precipitation, geology, 
relief and land use. 
The use of hydrographs 
to show the 
relationship between 
precipitation and 
discharge. 
The costs and benefits 
of the following 
management 
strategies: 
hard engineering – 
dams and reservoirs, 
straightening, 
embankments, flood 
relief channels 
soft engineering – 
flood warnings and 
preparation, flood plain 
zoning. 

Limitations of economic and social measures. 
Different ways of classifying parts of the world 
according to their level of economic 
development and quality of life. 
Geographic skills lesson – scatter graphing 
Causes of uneven development: physical, 
economic and historical. 
Consequences of uneven development, 
disparities in wealth and health, international 
migration. 
Link between stages of the Demographic 
Transition Model and the level of development. 
An overview of the strategies used to reduce the 
development gap: investment, industrial 
development and tourism, aid, using 
intermediate technology, fair trade, debt relief, 
microfinance loans. 
An example of how the growth of tourism in an 
LIC or NEE helps to reduce the development gap. 
A case study of one LIC or NEE to illustrate: 
• the location and importance of the country, 
regionally and globally 
• the wider political, social, cultural and 
environmental context within which the 
country is placed 
The changing industrial structure. The balance 
between different sectors of the economy. How 
manufacturing industry can stimulate economic 
development 
 
The role of transnational corporations (TNCs) in 
relation to industrial development. 
 
Advantages and disadvantages of TNC(s) to the 
host country 
 
The changing political and trading relationships 
with the wider world 
International aid: types of aid, impacts of aid on 
the receiving country 
 
How economic development is improving the 
quality of life for the population. 

• the location and importance of the city, both 
nationally and internationally 
• causes of growth: natural increase and 
migration 
A case study of a major city in an LIC or NEE to 
illustrate: 
Opportunities: 
• social: access to services – health, education, 
water supply, energy 
• economic: employment, formal and informal 
economy 
Challenges: 
• social and economic: the growth of squatter 
settlements, access to clean water and 
sanitation systems, poor health, education, 
unemployment, crime 
• environmental: waste, air and water pollution, 
traffic congestion 
An example of how urban planning is improving 
the quality of life for the urban poor. 
 
Overview of the distribution of population and 
the major cities in the UK. 
A case study of a major city in the UK to 
illustrate: 

migration on the 
growth and character 
of the city 
Opportunities: 
• social and economic: 
cultural mix, recreation 
and entertainment, 
employment, 
integrated transport 
systems 
• environmental: urban 
greening 
Challenges: 
• social and economic: 
urban decline and 
deprivation, 
inequalities in housing, 
education, health and 
employment 
• environmental: 
dereliction, the impact 
of urban sprawl on the 
rural–urban fringe, 
building on brownfield 
and greenfield 
sites, waste disposal 
and atmospheric 
pollution 
An example of an 
urban regeneration 
project to show why 
the area needed 
regeneration and how 
the project improved 
social, economic and 
environmental 
conditions. 
Features of sustainable 
urban living: 
• water and energy 
conservation 
• waste recycling 
• creating green space. 



A case study of a flood 
management scheme 
in the UK to show: 
why the scheme was 
required 
The measures taken 
the social, economic 
and environmental 
issues involved. 

Causes of economic change: deindustrialisation 
and decline of traditional 
industrial base, globalisation and 
government policies 
Moving towards a post-industrial economy: 
development of information technology, service 
industries, finance and research, and science and 
business parks 
Impacts of industry on the physical environment. 
An example of how modern industrial 
development can be more environmentally 
sustainable 
 
Social and economic changes in the rural 
landscape in one area of population growth and 
one area of population decline 
Improvements and new developments in road 
and rail infrastructure, port and airport capacity 
The North–South divide. Strategies used in an 
attempt to resolve regional differences 
 
The place of the UK in the wider world. Links 
through trade, culture, transport, and electronic 
communication. Economic and political links: the 
European Union (EU) and Commonwealth 

An example of how 
urban transport 
strategies are being 
used to reduce traffic 
congestion in one 
urban area. 

Character Compass 
(Educating for wisdom, 
community, courage 
and compassion) 

Compass links – 
Community 
(collaboration, 
humility, discuss 
learning) Compassion 
(reflection, 
thankfulness) Wisdom 
(questioning, 
methodical, making 
links and planning) and 
Courage (perseverance, 
integrity and 
possibilities) 

Compass links – Community (collaboration, 
humility, discuss learning) Compassion 
(reflection, thankfulness) Wisdom (questioning, 
methodical, making links and planning) and 
Courage (perseverance, integrity and 
possibilities) 

Compass links – Community (collaboration, 
humility, discuss learning) Compassion 
(reflection, thankfulness) Wisdom (questioning, 
methodical, making links and planning) and 
Courage (perseverance, integrity and 
possibilities) 

Compass links – 
Community 
(collaboration, discuss 
learning) Courage 
(perseverance, 
integrity) Compassion 
(reflection) and 
Wisdom (making links, 
methodical and 
planning) 

Key Vocabulary Cross profile 
Dam and reservoir 
Discharge 
Embankments 
Estuary 

Birth rate 
Commonwealth 
Death rate 
De-industrialisation 
Demographic Transition Model 

Brownfield site 
Dereliction 
Economic opportunities 
Greenfield site 
Inequalities 

Hazard risk 
Natural hazard 
Conservative plate 
margin 



Flood 
Flood plain 
Flood plain zoning 
Flood relief  
Flood risk 
Gorge 
Hard engineering 
Hydraulic action 
Hydrograph 
Interlocking spurs 
Lateral erosion 
Levees 
Long profile 
Meander 
Ox-bow lake 
Precipitation 
Soft engineering 
(Channel) 
straightening. 

Development 
Development gap 
European Union 
Fairtrade 
Globalisation 
Gross national income (GNI) 
Human Development Index (HDI) 
Industrial structure 
Infant mortality 
Information technologies 
Intermediate technology 
International aid 
Life expectancy 
Literacy rate 
Microfinance loans 
North-south divide (UK) 
Post-industrial economy 
Science and business parks 
Service industries (tertiary industries) 
Trade 
Transnational Corporation (TNC) 

Integrated transport systems 
Mega-cities 
Migration 
Natural increase 
Pollution 
Rural-urban fringe 
Sanitation 
Social deprivation 
Social opportunities 
Squatter settlement 
Sustainable urban living 
Traffic congestion 
Urban greening 
Urbanisation 
NEEs 
Urban regeneration 
Urban sprawl 
Waste recycling 

Constructive plate 
margin 
Destructive plate 
margin 

Review & 
Assessment Dates 
(including opportunities 
for retrieval practice) 

Wb – 7th October 
Rivers Exam. 

Prelim Week – retrieval practice. 
Wb – 11th November – Mid term development 
exam 
Wb – 9th December – Economic Change full 
exam. 

Wb – 3rd Feburary Urban change and challenges 
mid term exam. 
Wb – 20th April Urban change and challenges 
end exam including Paper 3. 

Wb 29th June Natural 
Hazards (tectonic) mid 
term exam. 

 


