
 

DRAMA Year 7 
 Half Term 1 Half Term 2 Half Term 3 Half Term 4 Half Term 5 Half Term 6 
Topic Improvisation and 

non-verbal 
Communication 

(GCSE 01/02) 
Devising. Physical 
Theatre   Slapstick  

Character Development  
and GCSE Script Performance 

Staging Scenes (03) 

Shakespeare 
The Tempest    

03 

Performing (03) 
Devising (01/02) 

Big Ideas / Key 
concepts 

Intro to Frantic 
Assembly to help create 
stories and characters 
through non-verbal 
communication.  

Use GCSE criteria stimuli 
starting points to devise 
a short. Introduce 
Slapstick theatre as a 
style of performance.   

Start with short script extracts to investigate 
a variety of techniques that help develop 
characters. Use these skills to rehearse and 
perform scenes from Private Peaceful. How 
to stage scenes as a director also discussed. 

Study storyline of play. 
Make characters and 
language accessible 
through discussion 
and performance.  

Choose from GCSE 
devising stimuli and 
devise own play in a 
small group using this 
as a starting point.  

Knowledge & 
Understanding 
Milestones 

They will be able to 
create characters and 
scenarios using drama 
strategies, exaggerated 
body language and 
facial expressions in 
pairs and small groups.  

They will be able to use 
the ideas from last term 
and create a scene using 
an exaggerated style to 
create their characters 
and storyline.  

They will be able to use strategies 
confidently to create believable and 
engaging characters. They will be able to 
learn and perform a scene considering how 
to stage the given circumstance.  
 (See below re key vocab) 

They will be able to 
appreciate this ‘new’ 
language and realise 
they can use drama 
strategies to express 
the themes in The 
Tempest 

They will be able to 
use skills and drama 
elements from the 
whole year to create 
their own response to 
Shakespeare. See 
below re key vocab) 

Character 
Compass 
(Educating for wisdom 
community, courage, 
compassion) 

Discuss learning, 
Collaboration, Making 
links, Reflection.  
       
USE ALL THE DRAMA 

Collaboration, Planning, 
Possibilities, Considered 
risks, Self-Control. 
 
CHARACTER COMPASS 

Planning, Humility, Reflection, Being 
Methodical, Perseverance, Self-Control, 
Integrity, Collaboration, Reflection. 
 
CRITERIA FOR ALL THE STUDENTS TO 

Discuss Learning, 
Questioning, Making 
links, Reflection, 
Perseverance. 
EVALUATE THEIR 

Collaboration, 
Planning, Considered 
risks, Possibilities.  
 
ONGOING PROGRESS 

Links  
(prior knowledge, 
future knowledge) 

In subject: Not introduced yr7 to 
physical theatre and expressing 
our thoughts in such a detailed 
way before 
Outside of subject: 
Thinking about what we say with 
our physical expressions when 
communicating with people 

In subject: Using GCSE criteria 
and stimuli as starting points.  
 
Outside of subject:  
Working in a group and taking on 
other people’s ideas.  
 
 

In subject: Drama GCSE  criteria 
English curriculum 
 
Outside of subject: 
Cross curricular with English 

In subject: 
Use of language 
 
Outside of subject: 
Connect to English curriculum 

In subject: 
GCSE criteria/exam practice 
 
Outside of subject: 

 

Key Vocabulary Body language, Facial 
expressions, Given 
Circumstance, Non-
verbal communication. 

Slapstick, Comedy, 
Exaggeration, Stock 
characters. 

Role on wall, Hot seating, Body Lang, 
What/Magic If, Levels of tension, Given 
Circumstance, Blocking, staging, Stage L/R, 
Line learning, Semiotics, Proxemics. 

Love, Friendship, Lust, 
Family, Voyage, 
Greed, Marriage, Loss, 
Characterisation.   

Vocal choices, Staging, 
Characterisation, Pace, 
Proxemics, Pause, 
Communication 

Review & 
Assessment Dates 
(including opps for 
retrieval practice) 

Ongoing STUDENT 
evaluation using 
Character Compass  
 

Character Compass Plus 
CREATING student 
progress assessment 

Ongoing STUDENT 
evaluation using 
Character Compass 
 

Character Compass 
plus PERFORMING 
student progress 
assessment 

Ongoing STUDENT 
evaluation using 
Character Compass 
 

Performance for an 
audience. Student 
target setting and 
evaluation 

 


