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December 2019 Newsletter 
Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I hope that our December newsletter provides you with a useful window on life at St Peter’s and 
helps show something of the variety and depth of what it is to be a part of St Peter’s. 
 

Good News! 
Ofsted say St. Peter’s is a good school.  In fact their feedback was even more encouraging than this, 
with many positive comments about impressive and exemplary practice.  Please read our report 
here:  https://www.spexe.org/our-school/ofsted/ 

 
Cathedral Carol Service 
Our beautiful city Cathedral was the setting once again for the school Carol Service on the 16th of 
December. We enjoyed many fantastic student drama and music performances. A large number of 
singers and instrumentalists took part along with the majority of Year 7 as well as a staff choir.  
 

Jonny Baker, our School Chaplain shared a message of HOPE that Jesus is God in human form with us 
on earth, Emmanuel.   
The birth of Jesus represents HOPE; 
Honesty + Order + Peace = Emmanuel 
 

Many thanks too to our students and PTA for providing refreshments after the service. 
Amongst the many comments from parents were these, “Inspiring” “Great musical 
selection and standard of talent” “Christmas is here!”.  
 

                                    
 

https://www.spexe.org/our-school/ofsted/


  

ELECTION SPECIAL 
The week of the 9th December saw some furious campaigning by St Peters own political parties:  
 
Vision:  The party that has a plan for everyone 
Transform:  The party that wants to make a difference 
Tomorrow:  The party that wants to shape the future 
Progress:  The party that will move the country forward 
 

This was also our first ‘environmentally free election’ with 
all of the voting done online.  In order to achieve this, staff 
made available all school computers/iPads or laptops to 
students to vote online.   
 

The final counts were made and, the results of St Peters Special Election were as follows: 
1st place with 30.1% of the votes: The Tomorrow Party 
2nd place with 28.8% of the votes:  The Vision Party 
3rd place with 24.7% of the votes:  The Transform Party 
4th place with 16.4% of the votes: The progress Party 
 
The Tomorrow Party Policies: 
 

1. Inspiring more students to take up science, engineering and maths subjects 
2. Education on how to pay for tuition fees for all university places 
3. Education on how to set up and grow a business  
4. Looking at homework in a different way for KS3 

 
Well done to Bethan from the Tomorrow Party whose compassionate pleas for 
votes and give away sweets, won the most votes!! 
 
Climate Change Song 
“Thank you very much for sending me details of some of the excellent work your students have done 
recently on Climate Change.  
 
Please pass on my warmest thanks and congratulations to all of those involved for their important 
contribution in tackling the greatest threat and challenge our planet faces.  
 
With very best wishes, “ 
 
Ben Bradshaw MP  
 

The story so far in Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education  
The programme is currently being rolled out with all year groups receiving 1 hour per fortnight by 
2021/2022. Since this decision was made new statutory requirements have been put in place for 
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and, Health Education which must be delivered from 
September 2020.  More to come about these changes next year. 
 
The Subject specific PHSE programme has been designed as a platform to deliver a diverse, 
personalised experience to our students. Sessions that give our students the knowledge, skills and 
attributes they need to keep themselves healthy, safe, make them well rounded individuals and 
prepare them for life and work in modern Britain. 
 
The curriculum meets the needs of St. Peter’s students, delivers all statutory PSHE and does so 
through the lens of our ethos. The religious background of pupils has been taken into account when 



  

planning teaching and topics are appropriately handled. Alongside the PSHE element, the 
Programme will also deliver Careers, British Values, team work, problem solving, empathy, creativity, 
resilience, leadership, communication & independence building. 
In Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11, 9 and 10, students learnt the following strands of Citizenship, 

Relationships and Sex Education and PSHE Autumn term 1: 

 
The Magistrates Court competition is coming to St Peters.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Magistrates’ Court Mock Trial Competition is part of the Young Citizens ‘Citizenship Experiences’ 
and helps to improve young people’s life skills, their understanding of the justice system and the 
legal system, and helps them to understand that the law touches every aspect of their lives. 
 
Who? 
Students must be in Years 8-9  
What? 
The students take on the various roles in a trial and try a case against another school with the 
assistance of real life magistrates, legal advisers, court staff and other legal professionals. 
Where? 
Across the UK at one of the 40+ Magistrates’ Courts involved in the competition.  We will be going to 
a magistrate’s court in Devon or Cornwall. 
Why? 

The competition introduces the legal system to young people in an exciting way that has a lasting 
impact on all those involved, while developing student’s soft skills that will be of use throughout 
their lives. 
 

Year 7: Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Living in the 
wider world: 
Budgeting - 
savings 

Living in the wider 
world: 
Employment –
Dream job 

Living in the 
wider world:  
Gambling 

Health and wellbeing:  
medical 
effect/performance 
enhancing 
supplements 

Relationships: 
Challenging 
extremism  

Relationships:  
What are 
Human rights? 

Living in the wider 
world:  Financial 
risk 

Health and 
wellbeing:  
Introduction 
to sexually 
transmitted 
diseases  

British Values: 
Democracy 

Healthy eating:  
Preparing for 
GCSE’s 

Relationships: 
Mutual respect 
and tolerance 

Health and 
wellbeing:  
managing 
Puberty 

   

Health and 
wellbeing:  
Alcohol 

    



I am excited that St Peters School will be part of 470 other schools in England gaining invaluable 
skills and maybe winning a trophy………updates to follow 
 
Mia Dawson 
Citizenship and Personal social health and education lead 
  

Year 7 Walk the Boards at St. Peter’s 
Some Year 7 Drama students were nominated for their consistently excellent effort to attend 
Afternoon Tea with the Headteacher.  Some of their comments are listed below: 
 
What Works Well 
I like having to persevere to learn my part well  

Reflecting on the character compass helps us identify strengths as well as areas of 

challenges to overcome  
I like watching slapstick movies and using them to create our own pieces  

I enjoy performing slapstick shows  

  
I like the freedom of being able to create things from scratch  

  
I like getting feedback from students that helps us improve  
I like lots of practical and not too much writing  

I like making action scenes from nothing and working hard to make something good  

I like mime  
I like working in teams  

Drama encourages you to get involved  
Using the character compass helps you keep on track eg be resilient or collaborate  

Planning ideas with friends is good  

Working in a team and building community is a big part of drama  
Being in Bugsy gives us role models from other year groups  

Being in Bugsy is like being in a big family  
 
Year 10 Students  
A small group of Year 10 students attended Afternoon Tea with the Headteacher and shared the 
following reflections. 
 
What Works Well 

Lunchtime sports clubs 
Student view is working well and attracting new students  
Student view gives us leadership opportunities and makes a difference  

Teachers are really generous with their time 

The new one way system has improved since the changes earlier in the term 

Staff are helpful at staircases and it makes a big difference  

STEM club gives us great opportunities  
Thank you to Mrs Isard for doing STEM club 

you’re

In computing we didn’t do well in our recent test so the teacher is changing the ways different 

groups are being taught 



  

Further maths, using two books, methods and scruffy book is really helpful with organising revision, 
other depts and classes in maths should do this. 

Retrieval sheets in science are great 

Flashcards in science are useful 

Quizlet in computing is motivating  
Google classroom is great to revise from or catch up as well as homework.  We would really like 
every subject to do this, it’s so good on phones and computers! 

Art is helpful by giving us a structure and independence  
Using past students work to learn from is inspiring  
Sports leaders is great for confidence  
 

Regional Netball Champions 
Congratulations to our U16’s Girls – Regional Netball Champions!  Thank you to Miss Ferguson and 
Miss Harvey for all of your hard work with the netball team. 
 
Year 11 Footballers 
Well done to our Year 11 Football Team who are now down to the final 32 in the country!  A big 
thank you to Mr Comerford and staff. 
 
RIBA South West 
One of our students, Tahmid currently in year 11 had entered the RIBA Work Experience Competition whilst on 
work experience at LHC Architects in the summer.  The student will receive a finalist certificate after receiving 
an overall score of 50 – which is great news. 
 
Tahmid was invited to collect his certificate at the RIBA Annual Lecture at the University of Plymouth.  
 
Art Exhibition 

It was a delight to celebrate the collaborative work of students from St Peter’s, Dawlish College and 
The Atkinson school, as well as artwork from our link schools in Malawi. The opening evening held at 
Exeter Phoenix on Thursday 10th October was very well attended and showcased additional work 
for one night only, as a culmination of a two year project. The exhibition celebrated our new links 
with Malawi and showcased artwork created here and abroad, as part of a British Council project to 
promote creativity and raise awareness of global issues. Mrs Crocker said ‘I am so proud of what our 
students have achieved and how well they have engaged in this project’. The Rivers of the World 
themed artwork will remain on display in the walkway gallery until November 10th. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



ART UNLOCKED and IMPRINT EXHIBITION – Thursday 12th December 

Work from KS3 students was displayed alongside highlights from year 9 and 10 

graphic Design students working in digital and hands on printmaking using the 

printing press. It has been wonderful to display the talents of our students. We 

hope the high quality work will be appreciated and valued and will inspire 

current and future generations of students.  

The work will be on display until the start of 

next term and then can be collected from 

A77 in the New Year. A special thanks to the 

Art leaders who planned, curated and 

organised the exhibition, Charis, Evie, Taya, 

Anna and Phoebe.  

National Citizen Service – Exeter City Football Club 
St Peters have been confirmed as a SILVER Champion School. This award is in recognition of the very 
successful partnership we have with Exeter City Football Club that provides large numbers of 
students with great opportunities for students to develop skills and experiences on the NCS 
programme. Yr 11 look out for NCS opportunities coming your way this coming year.  
 
Ten Tors 
Expedition Training Ten Tors - Day Walk Sunday 19th January 2020 
 
This day walk will be the second of five training events for those wishing to be considered for the 
Ten Tors teams.  The walk of 12.8 Km starting near Rudlestone (North of Princetown) via 
Yellowmeade Farm, Foggintor quarries through Princetown up to South Hessary Tor.  The walk 
continues to Nuns Cross, Eylesbarrow tin mines and finishes at the Navy Scout Hut 
 
For further details please visit https://www.spexe.org/ten-tors-2/ 
 
Department for Enrichment of Literacy and Learning (D.E.L.L.) 
St. Peter’s new Department for Enrichment of Literacy and Learning (D.E.L.L.) 
got stuck into their first legacy building project this term, creating two 
beautiful fire pits.   
 
Part of the department’s Tribe environmental education curriculum, the 
annual legacy project is an opportunity for students to explore and 
demonstrate their practical skills, ability to collaborate and problem solve and 
their capacity for persevering even through mud, rain and well-earned 
fatigue!  
 
All four D.E.L.L. groups from Y7 and Y8 took part in the two-day project, 
transforming previously unused pieces of land into two oak bench circles with 
fire pits surrounded by paving and woodchip.  They carried, dug, sawed, 
drilled, lifted, shifted and hammered their way to success with the requisite 
marshmallow over an open fire celebration to top it off. The fire-pits will now be used as an integral 
part of the D.E.L.L.’s Tribe curriculum with learning the craft of fire-making at the top of the list.  

https://www.spexe.org/ten-tors-2/


  

Physics Challenge 
On Friday 13th December, 8 year 10 students took part in a Physics Challenge run by Exeter Maths 
School. They battled against 18 other schools in three rounds; the estimation round, the practical 
round and the very hard question round. After 4 hours of gruelling challenges their brains hurt, but 
they still had smiles on their faces! Most of the teams they were up against were year 11 and despite 
this they still they came in the top 10.  They rose to the challenge, worked well together and showed 
great determination. A big well done to Matt, Luc, Vinnie, Ben, Dhibin, Will, Howard and Matt. 
 
Good Grades and University Hopes 
If you’re wanting to find a Christmas present to support your child’s education this report may be of 
interest. 
Good grades and a desk 'key for university hopes' - https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-
50421027 
 
Happy Christmas 
My hope and prayer for each of us this Christmas is for a time of rest, relaxation and fun with family 
and friends.  The book of Luke in the Bible shares the Good News of Christmas and the sense of 
hope, redemption and kindness that we can all enjoy. 
 

 Yours sincerely 

 

 
Phil Randall 
Headteacher 
 

Key Dates: 
Last day of term – Friday 20th December 2019. 
Start of Spring Term – Monday 6th January 2020 
Careers Fair – Thursday 16th January 2020 
Year 8 Parent Evening – Wednesday 22nd January 2020 
Half Term – Monday 17th February 2020 – Friday 21st February 2020 

 

 

 
Christians Against Poverty  

One in Nine of us are living with unmanageable debt. Award winning national charity  

‘Christians Against Poverty’ has an Exeter centre and offers free debt counselling.  They  
aim to offer a solution that will last and give real hope for the future, so give them a call 
if you are struggling. CAP is non-judgemental and visits clients in the privacy of their own 
home. 
 
For further information or guidance Exeter CAP centre can be contacted on 0800 328 0006.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-50421027
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-50421027

